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Find us at “WA Secretary of State”
and “Washington State Elections” 

Find us at “SecStateWA”

I’m pleased to present you the 2015 General Election Voters’ Pamphlet.

This important election features local races and measures that will have a signifi cant 
impact on you and our local communities. Voters will determine the outcome of local 
measures and elect offi cials to serve on city councils, school boards, fi re, and port 
commissions. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act, the landmark federal 
law that prohibits racial discrimination in voting in America. On the back cover, you’ll 
see the winning artwork from this year’s Kids’ Art Contest. The theme, “Every Vote is 
Equal,” celebrated 50 years of this key legislation. 

The Voters’ Pamphlet cover features the naturalization ceremony in Seattle on July 4. 
I was honored to again take part in this special event and watch as hundreds of people 
from over 80 nations proudly became American citizens. I was inspired to see many 
of these new citizens register to vote so they can have their voices heard and exercise 
this fundamental freedom cherished by so many of us. 

If you are not a registered voter and want to vote in this fall’s election, you have until 
October 26 to register at your county elections offi ce.      

You can have your voice heard and make a difference by voting in this fall’s election. 
I encourage you to take a moment to read through the Voters’ Pamphlet and other 
helpful information and then fi ll out your ballot and return it by November 3. Make an 
impact on your community and our state by voting this fall!

Message from Secretary of State Kim Wyman

Kim Wyman
Secretary of State

About the cover
The photo on the cover was taken by Secretary of State Kim Wyman at a July 4 naturalization 
ceremony in Seattle, in which Secretary Wyman participated. Hundreds of people from more 
than 80 nations became U.S. citizens and later registered to vote that day. This year marks 
the 50th anniversary of the federal Voting Rights Act that prohibits racial discrimination in 
voting. We’re celebrating this major achievement in equality and the voice it gives all citizens.
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or get the mobile app  
WA State Election Results

VOTING  IN  WASHINGTON  STATE

cAST  yOur  bAllOT

Qualifications
You must be at least 18 years old, a U.S. citizen, 
a resident of Washington State, and not under 
Department of Corrections supervision for a 
Washington State felony conviction.

Register to vote & update your address

The deadline to update your voting address has passed. 
Contact your former county elections department to 
request a ballot at your new address.

New voters may register in person until October 26 at 
your county elections department.

Military voters are exempt from voter registration 
deadlines.

Vote your ballot 
and sign your 
return envelope...

... then return it by 
mail or to an official 
ballot drop box by 8 
p.m. on November 3.

Your ballot will be 
mailed to the address 
you provide in your 
voter registration.

1 2 3

Where is my ballot?

Your ballot will arrive by 
October 20.

If you need a replacement 
ballot, contact your county 
elections department listed  
at the end of this pamphlet.

vote by mail

VIEW 
ElEcTION rESulTS 

WWW.VOTE.WA.GOV
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2016 Presidential Primary Timeline

Washington will conduct a 

Presidential Primary

Every Washington State voter will be 
mailed a Presidential Primary ballot.

Make sure your Washington State voter 
registration address is up-to-date. 

Your ballot will list both Democratic 
and Republican party candidates; you 
may vote in only one party’s primary. 

April 25 – Deadline to update your voter 
registration information, register by mail or 
online before the Presidential Primary.

May 6 – All Washington State voters will be 
mailed a Presidential Primary ballot.  Check to 
ensure your mailing address is current at  
www.myvote.wa.gov or by calling   
(800) 448-4881.

May 16 – Last day to register to vote in the 
Presidential Primary.  Applicants must appear 
in person at their county elections department. 

Political parties

Washington State Democrats
PO Box 4027
Seattle, WA 98194
(206) 583-0664
info@wa-democrats.org
www.wa-democrats.org

Washington State Republican Party
11811 NE 1st St, Ste A306
Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 460-0570
susan@wsrp.org
www.wsrp.org

May 24 – Washington State’s Presidential 
Primary.  Ballots must be returned to an offi cial 
drop box by 8 p.m. or postmarked no later than 
May 24.

For information on party caucuses, 
please contact your party.
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Audio and plain text voters’ pamphlets 
available at www.vote.wa.gov. 
 
No Internet access?
To receive a copy on CD  
or USB drive, call (800) 448-4881.

Accessible pamphlet available
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THE  bAllOT  0EASurE  3rOcESS

lAWS  by  THE  3EO3lE

The Initiative
Any voter may propose an initiative 
to create a new state law or change 
an existing law.

Initiatives to the People  
are proposed laws submitted 
directly to voters. 

Initiatives to the Legislature 
are proposed laws submitted to the 
Legislature.

The Referendum
Any voter may demand that a law 
proposed by the Legislature be referred 
to voters before taking effect. 

Referendum Bills  
are proposed laws the Legislature 
has referred to voters.

Referendum Measures 
are laws recently passed by the 
Legislature that voters have 
demanded be referred to the ballot.

Before an Initiative to the People or an 
Initiative to the Legislature can appear 
on the ballot, the sponsor must collect... 

Before a Referendum Measure can appear 
on the ballot, the sponsor must collect... 

Initiatives & Referenda 
bEcO0E lAW 

with a simple 

0A-OrITy  VOTE

�������
VOTErS
  
SIGNATurES

4% of all votes in the last 
Governor’s race

�������
VOTErS
  
SIGNATurES

8% of all votes in the last 
Governor’s race



8

The Secretary of State is not responsible for the content of statements 
or arguments (WAC 434-381-180).

Explanatory Statement
Written by the Office of the Attorney General

The Law as it Presently Exists
Washington law charges a sales tax on most retail 
sales made in the state. Generally, a retail sale is the 
sale of goods or services, but there are certain excep-
tions defined by law. There are also certain goods and 
services that are exempt from the retail sales tax, such 
as most groceries, over the counter and prescription 
drugs, and newspapers. The state retail sales tax is 
currently 6.5% of the selling price on each retail sale. 
This rate does not include local sales taxes that may 
also be charged by cities, counties, and other taxing 
jurisdictions.
Another state law provides that most fees charged by 
the government are allowed only if they are approved 
by more than half of the members of each house of the 
legislature. 
The Washington State Constitution states that no 
bill may become law unless it receives a yes vote by 
more than half of the members of each house of the 
legislature. The Washington State Supreme Court 
has explained that this voting requirement cannot be 

changed by a regular law. This means that neither the 
legislature, nor the people through the initiative pro-
cess, can pass a law that requires more votes in order 
for certain types of bills to pass. The only way to in-
crease the number of votes needed for a bill to become 
a law is to amend the constitution. 
The constitution can only be amended if two-thirds of 
the members of each house of the legislature vote to 
propose the amendment. The amendment must then 
be approved by a majority of the voters at the next 
general election.

The Effect of the Proposed Measure, if Approved
This measure would cut the state retail sales tax from 
6.5% to 5.5% on April 15, 2016, unless the legislature 
first proposes a specific amendment to the state consti-
tution. The proposed amendment must require that for 
any tax increase, either the voters approve the increase 
or two-thirds of the members of each house of the leg-
islature approve the increase. It must also require the 
legislature to set the amount of any fee increases. 
If the legislature proposes the constitutional amend-
ment before April 15, 2016, then the state retail sales 
tax would stay at 6.5%. 
If the legislature does not propose the constitutional 
amendment and the state retail sales tax is reduced 
to 5.5%, that would cut the amount of taxes that indi-
viduals and businesses pay for goods and services. It 
would also lower the State’s revenue for government 
services.
The measure would also define “raises taxes” and 
“majority legislative approval for fee increases” as 
those phrases are used in state law.

Fiscal Impact Statement
Written by the Office of Financial Management 
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Summary
If the Legislature does not refer a constitutional amend-
ment to voters for consideration at the November 2016 
general election, over the next six fiscal years, sales 
tax revenue for the state General Fund would decrease 
$8 billion. Sales tax revenue for the state Perfor-
mance Audit Account would decrease $12.8 million. 
State business and occupation (B&O) tax revenue 
would increase $39.9 million. Local tax revenue would 
increase $226.1 million. State expenditures would be 
$598,000. If an amendment is referred to voters, fiscal 
year 2017 state election expenditures would increase 
$101,000. There would be an unknown increase in local 
government election expenditures.

Initiative Measure No. 1366

Initiative Measure No. 

1366
concerns state taxes and fees.
This measure would decrease the sales tax 
rate unless the legislature refers to voters a 
constitutional amendment requiring two-thirds 
legislative approval or voter approval to raise 
taxes, and legislative approval for fee increases.

Should this measure be enacted into law?
[   ]  Yes
[   ]  No
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General Assumptions  
• The effective date of the initiative is December 3, 

2015.
• Estimates use the state’s fiscal year of July 1 through 

June 30. Fiscal year 2016 is July 1, 2015, to June 30, 
2016.

• As the phrase is used in Section 3(2) of the initia-
tive, “prior to April 15, 2016, refers to the ballot” 
means that the Legislature passes the constitutional 
amendment described in Section 3(2) of the initia-
tive before April 15, 2016, and submits it to the vot-
ers for their consideration on the November 2016 
general election ballot.

Analysis
The initiative presents the Legislature with a choice 
that leads to two possible and mutually exclusive sce-
narios. The Office of Financial Management (OFM) 
cannot predict how the Legislature will act. For the pur-
poses of this fiscal impact statement, OFM describes 
the fiscal impact of each scenario.

Scenario 1
The Legislature does not refer a constitutional amend-
ment to voters prior to April 15, 2016. On April 15, 2016, 
the state retail sales tax rate would decrease from 6.5 
percent to 5.5 percent.

State and Local Government Revenue Assumptions
Changes in the state retail sales tax rate could affect the 
amount of goods consumers purchase, which would 
affect state and local tax revenue. The Department of 
Revenue (DOR) prepared the revenue estimates as-
suming a price elasticity of 0.99. Price elasticity is a 
method used to calculate the change in consumption 
of a good when price increases or decreases.

State Revenue
Reducing the state retail sales tax from 6.5 percent 
to 5.5 percent would decrease revenues deposited in 
two funds: the state General Fund and the state Perfor-
mance Audit Account. 
Table 1 provides estimates of the retail sales tax reduc-
tions over the next six fiscal years to the state General 
Fund. State revenues deposited in the state General 
Fund may be used for any government purpose such 
as education; social, health and environmental ser-
vices; and other general government activities.
(See Table 1 on page 11.)
Table 2 provides estimates of the retail sales tax re-
ductions over the next six fiscal years to the state Per-

formance Audit Account. State revenues deposited in 
the state Performance Audit Account are used by the 
Washington State Auditor to conduct comprehensive 
performance audits required under RCW 43.09.470.
(See Table 2 on page 11.)
Table 3 provides estimates of the increases in state 
B&O taxes deposited in the state General Fund over 
the next six fiscal years. The state B&O tax is a gross 
receipts tax. It is measured on the value of products, 
gross proceeds of sales or gross income of the busi-
ness. Due to price elasticity, state B&O tax revenue 
could increase with the change in the state retail sales 
tax rate.
(See Table 3 on page 11.) 

Local Government Revenue
Due to price elasticity, local B&O tax revenue and local 
retail sales tax revenue could increase with the change 
in the state retail sales tax rate. Table 4 provides esti-
mates of the increased local revenues collected over 
the next six fiscal years. 
(See Table 4 on page 11.)

State Expenditure Assumptions
• The effective date of the retail sales tax decrease 

is April 15, 2016. 

State Expenditures
To implement a reduced retail sales tax rate that takes 
effect on April 15, 2016, DOR expenditures would in-
crease an estimated $598,000 over the first six fiscal 
years. Table 5 provides cost estimates by fiscal year, 
rounded to the nearest thousand.
(See Table 5 on page 11.)
The timing of the rate change and the number of busi-
nesses affected by the rate change contribute to DOR’s 
costs. A change in the state retail sales tax rate would 
affect about 200,000 businesses that file monthly, 
quarterly or annual tax returns. These businesses col-
lect retail sales tax from customers and then pass the 
sales tax revenue to the state when filing a return. 
A rate change that occurs on April 15, 2016, would be 
reflected on tax returns due May 25, 2016. These tax 
returns should reflect a sales tax rate of 6.5 percent for 
transactions that occur April 1 to April 14, 2016. Trans-
actions that occur April 15, 2016, or later should reflect 
a sales tax rate of 5.5 percent. Based on experience, 
returns filed immediately after a rate change have 
more errors than other returns. It is assumed that a 
high number of tax returns submitted in May 2016 will 
contain errors. DOR staff must manually process and 
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resolve each return that is in error, is out-of-balance or 
amends a previous return.
In addition to increased labor costs for processing a 
higher number of incorrect returns, DOR would experi-
ence other expenditures, as follows.
Fiscal year 2016: 

• Programming and testing computer system 
changes. 

• Printing and mailing a special notice to affected 
taxpayers. 

• Updating other notices, publications and web-
pages.

Fiscal years 2016 through 2021:
• Preparing additional refunds and assessments.
• Responding to more questions from affected 

taxpayers submitted through normal processes 
and a secure DOR system.

Scenario 2
The Legislature refers a constitutional amendment 
to voters prior to April 15, 2016. The constitutional 
amendment would appear on the November 2016 
general election ballot.

State and Local Government Expenditure Assumptions
• The state would not pay the cost of including a con-

stitutional amendment on the ballot.
• County governments would pay the cost of includ-

ing a constitutional amendment on the ballot.
• The amendment and other required information 

would be included in the state Voters’ Pamphlet and 
Online Voters’ Guide.

State Expenditures
The Office of the Secretary of State’s expenditures 
for the 2016 general election Voters’ Pamphlet could 
increase by as much as $101,000.
Voters’ Pamphlet costs are based on the number of 
pamphlets printed, the number of pages in each region-
al edition of the pamphlet, layout and composition 
work, distribution, postage, translating the pamphlet 
into minority languages as required by federal law and 
producing the pamphlet in accessible formats for vot-
ers with disabilities. The content required by Chapter 
29A.32 RCW also contributes to the expense. For con-
stitutional amendments, the Secretary is required to 
include the text of the amendment, pro and con argu-
ments, the legal identification of the amendment, the 
official ballot title, an explanatory statement prepared 
by the Attorney General and the total number of votes 
cast for and against the amendment in the Legislature.
Based on historical Voters’ Pamphlet expenses, the 
estimated cost of the 2016 Voters’ Pamphlet is $12,625 

per page. Due to constraints in the printing process and 
the minimum contents required by state and federal 
law, the Secretary generally assumes each amendment 
or measure will use eight pages in the pamphlet. If 
the amendment described in this initiative uses eight 
pages, it would add $101,000 to the total cost of the 
pamphlet.

Local Government Expenditures
County governments will experience greater expendi-
tures for the 2016 general election. The cost to county 
governments cannot be estimated prior to the election.
The 39 counties in Washington incur costs for con-
ducting elections, including printing ballots and ballot 
materials, distributing blank ballots, and canvassing 
and tabulating voted ballots. A jurisdiction with candi-
dates or measures on the ballot reimburses counties 
for its prorated share of election costs. However, as 
provided for in RCW 29A.04.420, the state reimburses 
counties only for its share of election costs when feder-
al and state races or state measures and constitutional 
amendments appear on the ballot in an odd-numbered 
year.
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Table 1  Reductions in state retail sales tax revenue deposited in the state General Fund 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021

($163,804,000) ($1,432,025,000) ($1,504,173,000) ($1,571,928,000) ($1,653,576,000) ($1,686,820,000)

Initiative Measure No. 1366

Table 2  Reductions in state retail sales tax revenue deposited in the state Performance Audit Account 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021

($263,000) ($2,295,000) ($2,411,000) ($2,519,000) ($2,650,000) ($2,703,000)

Table 3  Increases in state B&O tax revenue deposited in the state General Fund 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021

$818,000 $7,149,000 $7,509,000 $7,847,000 $8,255,000 $8,421,000

Table 4  Increases in local B&O tax and local sales tax revenue 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021

$4,623,000 $40,414,000 $42,451,000 $44,363,000 $46,667,000 $47,605,000

Table 5  DOR implementation costs 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021

$315,000 $167,000 $51,000 $51,000 $7,000 $7,000

Election results mobile app

Free! Available for iPhone and Android.

Search for “WA State Election Results” in the 
app store on iTunes or Google Play Store.
Results are announced after 8 p.m. on Election Day 
and are updated frequently. 

Results are not final or official until certified.
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Five Times the Voters Have Approved Initiatives Requiring 
Either a Two-Thirds Vote of the Legislature…
…or majority vote of the people to raise taxes. Five times. 
In 2012, 64% of voters approved it. Voters clearly want tax 
increases to be an absolute last resort.
Nonetheless, Olympia won’t listen to the people unless we 
pass I-1366. Recent history shows why.   

For the Two Years Following Voter’s Approval in 2007, I-960 
Worked Exactly as Voters Intended
With I-960, tax increases were a last resort and Olympia 
balanced its budgets without raising taxes. In 2010, they 
suspended I-960 and increased taxes a whopping $6.7 
billion, a huge betrayal of the public trust. KING 5’s poll: 68% 
thought it was the wrong thing to do. This year’s Legislature, 
without the two-thirds requirement in effect, increased taxes 
a jaw-dropping $17.5 billion. Passing I-1366 sends a clear 
message: we need protection from Olympia’s insatiable tax 
appetite.

We Need Certainty in Tough Economic Times
We need an economic climate where families feel confident, 
employers expand, and job growth is positive. I-1366’s 
protections provide a stable future, giving families and 
employers the certainty they need to prosper.

Olympia Faces Another Big Deficit Because Unsustainable 
Spending has Once Again Outstripped Revenue
We simply can’t afford to have it all. When voters pass I-1366, 
Olympia will be prodded to reform government, prioritize 
spending and re-evaluate existing programs. If voters reject 
I-1366, Olympia will resort to job-killing, family-budget-
busting tax increases. Hold Olympia accountable for your tax 
dollars – vote yes. 

Rebuttal of Argument Against
Politicians raised taxes a jaw-dropping $17.5 billion this 
year. They simply can’t control themselves. I-1366 is the 
Taxpayer Protection Act – its intent is protecting taxpayers 
from Olympia’s insatiable tax appetite, either by reducing 
their crushing tax burden or letting the people vote on 
a tougher-to-raise-taxes constitutional amendment. The 
initiative prods the Legislature to confront the critical issue 
of overtaxation. Olympia will continue to ignore the people 
unless voters pass I-1366.  Vote yes.

Argument Prepared by
Erma Turner, retired hairdresser, businesswoman, our 
favorite supporter, Cle Elum; Darryl Ehlers, farmer, 
husband, father, poet, gathered 1255 signatures, Lynden; 
Jack Fagan, retired policeman, retired navy, grandfather, 
bowler, fisherman, hunter; Jerry Klingele, retired small 
business owner, active in community, Yakima; Brad Carlson, 
family small business owner, Evergreen Memorial Gardens, 
Vancouver; Suzie Burke, businesswoman, Fremont’s biggest 
small business advocate, Seattle

Contact: (425) 493-9127; VoteYes1366@gmail.com; 
www.VoteYes1366.com

Argument For  
Initiative Measure No. 1366

Argument Against  
Initiative Measure No. 1366

Initiative Measure No. 1366

Tim Eyman’s I-1366 forces lawmakers to either change our 
Constitution—allowing a handful of ideological legislators to 
dictate the agenda for all of our State— or face $8 billion in 
unnecessary cuts to essential services over six years. It’s a 
false choice that takes Washington backward.

A Roadblock to Reform
Washington has the most regressive tax system in the nation, 
unfairly harming middle and lower income households, 
startups, and small businesses. Under 1366, as few as 17 
ideological legislators from either party, out of 147 total, can 
block reforms that could make state government work better 
for us all.  

Steep Cuts We Cannot Afford
By holding lawmakers — and taxpayers — hostage to a 
constitutional change, 1366 would force deep, unnecessary 
cuts to K-12 schools, higher education, public safety, and 
healthcare. Our kids would lose from rolling back bipartisan 
gains in school funding with increased class sizes, out-of-date 
textbooks and technology, and fewer good teachers.

Constitutionally Flawed 
I-1366 is so flawed it will likely be found unconstitutional, 
wasting millions in legal fees that could be better spent on 
law enforcement, healthcare, and other basics. Let’s reject 
the politics of hostage taking, and protect our Constitutional 
tradition of passing legislation by majority vote, by saying no 
to 1366.

Bipartisan Leaders and Organizations Agree: Vote No!
Washington State Democrats; retired Republican Secretaries 
of State Sam Reed, Ralph Munro; WA Education Association; 
WA State Labor Council; League of Education Voters; WA 
Council of Fire Fighters; WA Conservation Voters; NAMI of 
WA; League of Women Voters.

Rebuttal of Argument For
The Tri-City Herald sums up 1366: “The initiative is an extor-
tion measure wrought with problems. If approved, it would 
devastate the state budget unless the Legislature bows to the 
will of Eyman and his backers.” Unless lawmakers change our 
state Constitution, 1366 would cut $8 billion over six years, 
destroying bipartisan investments in K-12 schools and higher 
education. Businesses oppose 1366 because it would worsen 
our business climate and damage our economy. Vote No. 

Argument Prepared by
Ann Murphy, President, League of Women Voters of WA; 
Kelly Fox, President, WA Council of Fire Fighters; Sam Reed, 
retired Secretary of State; Kim Mead, WA Education Assn 
President and middle school teacher; Andrew Villeneuve, 
Bellevue College business student; Tami O’Marro, Spokane 
Registered Nurse

Contact: 1 (844) 333-3620; Info@No1366.org;
www.No1366.org
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The Secretary of State is not responsible for the content of statements 
or arguments (WAC 434-381-180).

Explanatory Statement
Written by the Office of the Attorney General

The Law as it Presently Exists
An international treaty called the “Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species” identifies many 
species of animals and plants that are at risk of extinc-
tion worldwide. Among the species this treaty address-
es are species of elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, lion, leop-
ard, cheetah, pangolin (also called a spiny anteater), 
marine turtle, shark, and ray. The United States agreed 
to this treaty in the 1970s. Federal law makes it illegal 
to sell, import, or trade in endangered species listed by 
the treaty, or in parts or products made from animals 
that are listed as endangered (with some exceptions). 
Washington state law does not prohibit the purchase, 
sale, trade, or distribution of parts or products made 
from endangered species of elephant, rhinoceros, 
tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, pangolin, marine turtle, 
shark, or ray.

The Effect of the Proposed Measure, if Approved
If adopted, this measure would prohibit any person in 
Washington from selling, buying, trading, or distributing 

parts of certain endangered animal species, or products 
containing or made from those animals. Specifically, 
the measure would apply to parts or products made 
from elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, lions, leopards, 
cheetahs, pangolins, marine turtles, sharks, and rays. 
But it would apply only to species of those animals that 
are listed in either Appendix I or II of the “Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Flora and Fauna,” or listed as critically endangered, 
endangered, or vulnerable in the lists of endangered 
species compiled by the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature, which is an international conserva-
tion organization. 
The measure also includes five exceptions when it 
would not apply. These exceptions include: (1) sale or 
trade of antique items if the endangered animal makes 
up less than 15% of the item; (2) animal parts or prod-
ucts distributed for educational, scientific, or museum 
purposes; (3) when items are distributed under a will, 
estate, or trust after death of the owner; (4) musical in-
struments if the endangered animal part makes up less 
than 15% of the instrument; and (5) where trade in the 
item is allowed by federal permit or law. 
A violation of the law could be a state crime. The viola-
tions would be either a gross misdemeanor or a class-C 
felony, depending on the market value of the illegal ani-
mal parts or products. If a person is convicted for violat-
ing the measure, the person would also be ordered to 
pay a criminal wildlife penalty of 2,000 or 4,000 dollars. 
The measure would also modify the power of state law 
enforcement officers to include authority to seize and 
dispose of illegal parts and products from the endan-
gered species that are covered by the measure.

Fiscal Impact Statement
Written by the Office of Financial Management 
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Summary
Initiative 1401 (I-1401) makes it a crime to sell, offer to 
sell, purchase, trade, barter for, or distribute any cov-
ered animal species part or product. Covered animal 
species are any species of elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, 
lion, leopard, cheetah, pangolin, marine turtle, shark 
or ray. I-1401 would have an unknown impact on state 
revenues. Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife would experience increased expenditures if 
additional law enforcement officers were hired. Oth-
er state and local judicial expenditures are estimated 
to be less than $50,000 per year. Local governments 
would experience an unknown increase in incarcera-
tion expenditures.

Initiative Measure No. 1401

Initiative Measure No.

1401
concerns trafficking of animal 
species threatened with 
extinction.
This measure would make selling, purchasing, 
trading, or distributing certain animal species 
threatened with extinction, and products con-
taining such species, a gross misdemeanor or 
class-C felony, with exemptions for certain types 
of transfers.

Should this measure be enacted into law? 
[   ]  Yes
[   ]  No
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General Assumptions 
• The effective date of the initiative is December 3, 

2015.
• Unless otherwise noted, estimates use the state’s 

fiscal year of July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year 
2016 is July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016.

State Revenues
Section 3 of the initiative creates two new crimes and 
two new fines. A person convicted of unlawful traffick-
ing in species threatened with extinction in the second 
degree, a gross misdemeanor, would pay a $2,000 
criminal wildlife fine. A person convicted of unlawful 
trafficking in species threatened with extinction in the 
first degree, a class C felony, would pay a $4,000 crimi-
nal wildlife fine. Revenue from these fines would be 
deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Reward 
Account. There are no data available to estimate the 
number of convictions that may occur. Therefore, state 
revenue from these new fines cannot be estimated.

State Expenditures
The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) does not currently perform enforcement ac-
tivities related to the animal species covered by I-1401. 
While the initiative does not require WDFW to hire 
more law enforcement officers, the agency would like-
ly seek new funding from the Legislature for addition-
al officers or detectives. For example, a request for a 
dedicated enforcement effort that includes five officers 
and one detective would cost $815,000 per fiscal year. 
Current fish and wildlife enforcement activities are 
funded primarily through the state Wildlife Account 
and the state General Fund. Some of these activities 
are funded through the Fish and Wildlife Enforcement 
Reward Account. New enforcement activities could be 
funded through any or all these sources. 
The state Wildlife Account is used for protection of 
state fish and wildlife, administrative and certain oper-
ating expenses of WDFW, certain administrative costs 
for the Department of Licensing and enforcement of 
state game laws. The state General Fund may be used 
for any government purpose such as education; social, 
health and environmental services; and other general 
government activities. The Fish and Wildlife Enforce-
ment Reward Account is used only for investigation 
and prosecution of fish and wildlife offenses, rewards 
for reporting fish and wildlife crimes, and hunter edu-
cation programs.

Local Government Expenditures
District and municipal courts (counties and cities) may 
experience increased costs for hearing additional gross 

misdemeanor cases. Superior courts (counties) may 
experience similar increased costs for hearing addi-
tional felony cases. The Administrative Office of the 
Courts estimates the fiscal impact of these cases to be 
less than $50,000 per fiscal year if there are fewer than 
400 additional gross misdemeanor cases statewide 
each year and fewer than 65 additional felony cases 
statewide each year. 
A person convicted of a gross misdemeanor or 
unranked class C felony and sentenced to serve time in 
jail would serve the time in a county or city jail. Based 
on data from the Washington State Caseload Forecast 
Council, the average length of incarceration for convic-
tion of an unranked class C felony is 86 days. The aver-
age cost of incarceration at a county or city jail is $88 a 
day. Based on these data, a county would experience 
annual expenditures of $7,568 for each person con-
victed of a class C felony. Similar data are not available 
to estimate the cost of jail time for each conviction of 
a gross misdemeanor. There are no data available to 
estimate the number of felony or misdemeanor convic-
tions that would occur statewide in a year or how many 
convictions would result in jail time. Therefore, the total 
annual incarceration costs to local governments cannot 
be estimated.

Initiative Measure No. 1401
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Initiative 1401 will help save endangered wild elephants, 
rhinos, lions, tigers, leopards, cheetahs, pangolins, marine 
turtles, sharks and rays— all at risk of disappearing from 
Earth forever. 

Stop Wildlife Trafficking 
The scale of the poaching crisis is immense. In one recent 
case, poachers poisoned a watering hole with cyanide, kill-
ing 300 elephants at once. Every fifteen minutes, on average, 
poachers kill another elephant for black-market ivory – some-
times even sawing off the animal’s tusks while it’s still alive. 
By penalizing those who traffic in these and other illegal 
animal products, I-1401 will help put an end to such cruelty 
and save these iconic animals from extinction.

We Can Make a Difference 
The United States is the world’s second-largest market for 
products from endangered species, and the Ports of Seattle/
Tacoma are major entry points. Since 2010, there have been 
more than 50 seizures of elephant products entering Wash-
ington State alone. I-1401 will give state authorities new 
tools to choke off this illegal trade before these endangered 
animals are driven to extinction.

Conservation Experts Support 1401 
I-1401, written in close consultation with leading wildlife sci-
entists and law enforcement experts, is supported by many 
respected organizations including the Humane Society of 
the United States, Sierra Club, National Wildlife Federation, 
Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle Aquarium, and Point Defiance 
Zoo and Aquarium. 

By voting yes on I-1401, we can do our part to help save en-
dangered animals from extinction.

Rebuttal of Argument Against
Over the past decade, the involvement of organized crimi-
nals targeting endangered wildlife has grown faster than we 
thought possible. Its presence is felt in many markets, in-
cluding the U.S. We are literally driving species to extinction 
– from rhinos to rays – and decisive leadership at the state 
level is needed to stop this trend. 1401 closes loopholes and 
provides law enforcement with critical tools to combat the 
illegal trade. Mary Rice, Executive Director, Environmental 
Investigation Agency

Argument Prepared by
Sam Wasser, Director, UW Center for Conservation Biology; 
Jennifer Hillman, Director, Outreach & Engagement, Humane 
Society of the US; Guy Palmer, Senior Director, Global Animal 
Health, WSU; Fred Koontz, Ph.D, VP Field Conservation, 
Woodland Park Zoo; Margie Van Cleve, Chair, Washington 
Chapter of the Sierra Club

Contact: (360) 525-3291; 
info@saveanimalsfacingextinction.org; 
www.saveanimalsfacingextinction.org

Argument For  
Initiative Measure No. 1401

Argument Against  
Initiative Measure No. 1401

Initiative Measure No. 1401

Endangered Species Are Already Protected
We all love elephants. This initiative doesn’t protect them. 
Proponents provide no evidence this ban will stop traffick-
ing or poaching in other countries. Poaching and traffick-
ing in poached ivory is already a felony under International 
and Federal laws and has been for decades. Poaching has 
increased because of demand in Asian markets not because 
of the purchase and sale of ivory from before the ban on im-
portation into the United States. This initiative targets legal-
ly purchased, legally crafted, legally owned ivory. It targets 
antiques.

The “Antique Exemption” is a sham
In section 3(2)(a) of the initiative an antique is exempt only if 
it is more than 100 years old, is less than 15% ivory and you 
have all the paperwork to prove it. If this passes you could 
be charged with a felony and fined $14,000 for selling your 
grandmother’s elephant ivory necklace for $250. Chess sets, 
jewelry, figurines, poker chips, buttons and beads, anything 
more than 15% ivory would become worthless. All your in-
vestment would be gone

This Initiative Takes Away Ordinary People’s Property
If you legally “own” something but cannot sell it or give it 
away do you have anything left of value? All this initiative 
would let you do is donate it to a museum or pass it through 
a will to heirs who couldn’t sell it or give it away either. Most 
people who have family heirlooms or collections are not 
billionaires. Property owned legally should continue to be 
legal.

Rebuttal of Argument For
This initiative does in fact target antiques. Proponents admit 
current law is working and seizures of illegally poached ivory 
are already happening at our ports. What is different about 
this proposal is it will criminalize dealing in legal antique ivory. 
The US holds the world’s second largest reserve of decades 
old vintage ivory. Culture changes but cultural history should 
not be erased. Learn from it, don’t destroy it. What is legally 
acquired should stay legal.

Argument Prepared by
Stuart Halsan, Legal Ivory Rights Coalition, Former Senator, 
Democrat, Centralia; Casey Kelley, President, Pautzke 
Bait Co., Collector, Wenatchee; Mark Pidgeon, President, 
Washingtonians for Wildlife Conservation, Kent; Pete Lange, 
Scrimshaw Artist, Seattle; Tim Regan, Owner Star Center 
Antique Mall, Snohomish; Dean Takko, Representative, 
Democrat, Chair House Local Government Committee, 
Longview

Contact: (360) 736-0774; info@legalivoryrightscoalition.org; 
Legalivoryrightscoalition.org
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A'VISOry  VOTES

Advisory votes are the result 
of Initiative 960, approved by 
voters in 2007.

Want more info?
Call the Legislative Hotline at

(800) 562-6000.

View the complete text of the bill at
www.vote.wa.gov/completetext.

View additional cost information at
www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot.

What’s an 
advisory vote?

Advisory votes 
are non-binding. The results 

will not change the law.

Repeal or maintain?
You are advising the Legislature to 
repeal or maintain a tax increase.

Repeal - you don’t favor the tax increase.
Maintain - you favor the tax increase.
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Advisory Vote No.

11
Second Substitute 
Senate Bill 5052
The legislature imposed, without a vote of the 
people, the marijuana excise tax on medical 
marijuana sales, costing an amount that cannot 
currently be estimated, for government spend-
ing.

This tax increase should be:
[   ]  Repealed 
[   ]  Maintained

Ten-Year Cost Projection
Provided by the Office of Financial Management
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature
Senate: Yeas, 41; Nays, 8; Absent, 0; Excused, 0
House: Yeas, 60; Nays, 36; Absent, 0; Excused, 2

Advisory Vote No.

10
Engrossed Substitute 
House Bill 1449
The legislature imposed, without a vote of 
the people, oil spill response and administra-
tion taxes to apply to crude oil or petroleum 
products transported by railroad, costing 
$17,000,000, for government spending.

This tax increase should be:
[   ]  Repealed 
[   ]  Maintained

Ten-Year Cost Projection
Provided by the Office of Financial Management
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature
Senate: Yeas, 46; Nays, 0; Absent, 0; Excused, 3
House: Yeas, 95; Nays, 1; Absent, 0; Excused, 2

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1449 (ESHB 1449)
Fiscal

Year
Oil Spill

Administration
Tax

Oil Spill 
Response Tax

Total

2016 $     642,000 $   675,000 $  1,317,000

2017 $  1,100,000 $   675,000 $  1,775,000

2018 $  1,300,000 $              0 $  1,300,000

2019 $  1,500,000 $              0 $  1,500,000

2020 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

2021 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

2022 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

2023 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

2024 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

2025 $  1,780,000 $              0 $  1,780,000

Total       $15,222,000 $1,350,000 $16,572,000

Second Substitute Senate Bill 5052 (2SSB 5052)

This bill extends the application of the marijuana 
excise tax to medical marijuana sales.  This will result 
in additional revenue from the marijuana excise tax.  
However, the amount of additional taxable activity 
cannot be reasonably estimated. Therefore, the 
amount of additional marijuana excise tax revenue 
attributed to this bill is indeterminate.
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Advisory Vote No.

13
Engrossed Substitute 
Senate Bill 6138
The legislature increased business and occu-
pation tax revenues and excluded certain 
software manufacturers from a retail sales tax 
exemption, without a vote of the people, costing 
$1,449,000,000 for government spending.

This tax increase should be:
[   ]  Repealed 
[   ]  Maintained

Ten-Year Cost Projection
Provided by the Office of Financial Management
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature
Senate: Yeas, 35; Nays, 10; Absent, 0; Excused, 4
House: Yeas, 60; Nays, 38; Absent, 0; Excused, 0

Advisory Vote No.

12
Second Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill 5987
The legislature imposed, without a vote of 
the people, additional taxes on motor vehi-
cle and special fuels costing an estimated 
$3,707,000,000 in the first ten years, for 
government spending.

This tax increase should be:
[   ]  Repealed 
[   ]  Maintained

Ten-Year Cost Projection
Provided by the Office of Financial Management
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature
Senate: Yeas, 37; Nays, 7; Absent, 0; Excused, 5
House: Yeas, 54; Nays, 44; Absent, 0; Excused, 0

Second Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5987 (2ESSB 5987)
Fiscal 

Year
                                                                                      Fuel 

Taxes 

2016 $   170,405,500

2017 $   348,640,400

2018 $   392,850,800

2019 $   395,375,700

2020 $   396,977,500

2021 $   399,134,200

2022 $   399,920,400

2023 $   400,581,200

2024 $   401,185,500

2025 $   401,708,300

Total $3,706,779,500

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6138 (ESSB 6138)
Fiscal

Year
Business and 

Occupation Tax
Retail 

Sales Tax
Total

2016 $  25,908,000 $ 37,569,000 $    63,477,000

2017 $  50,902,000 $ 48,082,000 $     98,984,000

2018 $  62,437,000 $ 51,355,000 $   113,792,000

2019 $  73,398,000 $ 54,759,000 $   128,157,000

2020 $  95,416,000 $ 57,101,000 $   152,517,000

2021 $  99,478,000 $ 60,929,000 $   160,407,000

2022 $ 104,132,000 $ 65,032,000 $   169,164,000

2023 $ 108,239,000 $ 69,435,000 $    177,674,000

2024 $ 113,401,000 $ 74,155,000 $    187,556,000

2025 $ 117,621,000 $ 79,221,000 $   196,842,000

Total $850,932,000 $597,638,000 $1,448,570,000
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Ten-Year Cost Projection
Provided by the Office of Financial Management
For more information visit www.ofm.wa.gov/ballot

Advisory Votes

Final Votes Cast by Each Legislator

District 7
Sen. Brian Dansel 
(R, Republic), (360) 786-7612 
brian.dansel@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Shelly Short 
(R, Addy), (360) 786-7908 
shelly.short@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Joel Kretz 
(R, Wauconda), (360) 786-7988 
joel.kretz@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 8
Sen. Sharon Brown 
(R, Kennewick), (360) 786-7614 
sharon.brown@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Brad Klippert 
(R, Kennewick), (360) 786-7882 
brad.klippert@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Larry Haler
(R, Richland), (360) 786-7986 
larry.haler@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 1 
Sen. Rosemary McAuliffe
(D, Bothell), (360) 786-7600 
rosemary.mcauliffe@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Derek Stanford 
(D, Bothell), (360) 786-7928 
derek.stanford@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Luis Moscoso
(D, Mountlake Terrace), (360) 786-7900 
luis.moscoso@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 2 
Sen. Randi Becker
(R, Eatonville), (360) 786-7602 
randi.becker@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Rep. Graham Hunt
(R, Orting), (360) 786-7824 
graham.hunt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Excused 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. J.T. Wilcox
(R, Yelm), (360) 786-7912 
jt.wilcox@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 3
Sen. Andy Billig
(D, Spokane), (360) 786-7604
andy.billig@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Rep. Marcus Riccelli 
(D, Spokane), (360) 786-7888 
marcus.riccelli@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Timm Ormsby 
(D, Spokane), (360) 786-7946 
timm.ormsby@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 4 
Sen. Mike Padden
(R, Spokane Valley), (360) 786-7606 
mike.padden@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Bob McCaslin 
(R, Spokane Valley), (360) 786-7820 
bob.mccaslin@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Matt Shea 
(R, Spokane Valley), (360) 786-7984 
matt.shea@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 5
Sen. Mark Mullet 
(D, Issaquah), (360) 786-7608 
mark.mullet@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Excused 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jay Rodne 
(R, Snoqualmie), (360) 786-7852 
jay.rodne@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Chad Magendanz 
(R, Issaquah), (360) 786-7876 
chad.magendanz@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 6
Sen. Michael Baumgartner 
(R, Spokane), (360) 786-7610 
michael.baumgartner@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Kevin Parker 
(R, Spokane), (360) 786-7922 
kevin.parker@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jeff Holy 
(R, Cheney), (360) 786-7962 
jeff.holy@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

Initiative 960, approved by voters in 2007, requires a list of every Legislator, their party preference, hometown, contact 
information, and how they voted on each bill resulting in an Advisory Vote.
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District 9
Sen. Mark Schoesler 
(R, Ritzville), (360) 786-7620 
mark.schoesler@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Susan Fagan 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 

Rep. Mary Dye
(R, Pomeroy), (360) 786-7942
mary.dye@leg.wa.gov
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Joe Schmick 
(R, Colfax), (360) 786-7844 
joe.schmick@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 10
Sen. Barbara Bailey 
(R, Oak Harbor), (360) 786-7618 
barbara.bailey@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Norma Smith 
(R, Clinton), (360) 786-7884 
norma.smith@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Excused 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Dave Hayes 
(R, Camano Island), (360) 786-7914 
dave.hayes@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 11
Sen. Bob Hasegawa 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7616 
bob.hasegawa@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Zack Hudgins 
(D, Tukwila), (360) 786-7956 
zack.hudgins@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Steve Bergquist 
(D, Renton), (360) 786-7862 
steve.bergquist@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 12
Sen. Linda Evans Parlette 
(R, Wenatchee), (360) 786-7622 
linda.parlette@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Cary Condotta 
(R, East Wenatchee), (360) 786-7954 
cary.condotta@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Brad Hawkins 
(R, East Wenatchee), (360) 786-7832 
brad.hawkins@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 13
Sen. Judy Warnick
(R, Moses Lake), (360) 786-7624 
judy.warnick@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Tom Dent 
(R, Moses Lake), (360) 786-7932 
tom.dent@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Matt Manweller 
(R, Ellensburg), (360) 786-7808 
matt.manweller@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 14
Sen. Curtis King 
(R, Yakima), (360) 786-7626 
curtis.king@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Norm Johnson 
(R, Yakima), (360) 786-7810 
norm.johnson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Gina McCabe 
(R, Goldendale), (360) 786-7856
gina.mccabe@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 15
Sen. Jim Honeyford 
(R, Sunnyside), (360) 786-7684 
jim.honeyford@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Bruce Chandler 
(R, Granger), (360) 786-7960 
bruce.chandler@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. David Taylor 
(R, Moxee), (360) 786-7874 
david.taylor@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Nay 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 16 
Sen. Mike Hewitt 
(R, Walla Walla), (360) 786-7630 
mike.hewitt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Maureen Walsh 
(R, Walla Walla), (360) 786-7836 
maureen.walsh@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Terry Nealey 
(R, Dayton), (360) 786-7828 
terry.nealey@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Initiative 960, approved by voters in 2007, requires a list of every Legislator, their party preference, hometown, contact 
information, and how they voted on each bill resulting in an Advisory Vote.
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District 17
Sen. Don Benton 
(R, Vancouver), (360) 786-7632 
don.benton@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Lynda Wilson 
(R, Vancouver), (360) 786-7994 
lynda.wilson@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Paul Harris 
(R, Vancouver), (360) 786-7976
paul.harris@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 18
Sen. Ann Rivers 
(R, La Center), (360) 786-7634 
ann.rivers@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Brandon Vick 
(R, Felida), (360) 786-7850 
brandon.vick@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Liz Pike 
(R, Camas), (360) 786-7812 
liz.pike@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 19
Sen. Brian Hatfield 
(D, Raymond), (360) 786-7636 
brian.hatfield@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Dean Takko 
(D, Longview), (360) 786-7806 
dean.takko@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Brian Blake 
(D, Aberdeen), (360) 786-7870 
brian.blake@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 20
Sen. John Braun 
(R, Centralia), (360) 786-7638 
john.braun@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Excused 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Excused 

Rep. Richard DeBolt 
(R, Chehalis), (360) 786-7896 
richard.debolt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Excused 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Excused
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Ed Orcutt 
(R, Kalama), (360) 786-7990 
ed.orcutt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 21
Sen. Marko Liias
(D, Lynnwood), (360) 786-7640 
marko.liias@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Excused 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Excused 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Strom Peterson 
(D, Edmonds), (360) 786-7950 
strom.peterson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Lillian Ortiz-Self 
(D, Mukilteo), (360) 786-7972 
lillian.ortiz-self@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 22
Sen. Karen Fraser 
(D, Olympia), (360) 786-7642 
karen.fraser@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Chris Reykdal 
(D, Tumwater), (360) 786-7940 
chris.reykdal@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Sam Hunt 
(D, Olympia), (360) 786-7992 
sam.hunt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 23
Sen. Christine Rolfes 
(D, Bainbridge Island), (360) 786-7644 
christine.rolfes@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Excused 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Excused 

Rep. Sherry Appleton 
(D, Poulsbo), (360) 786-7934 
sherry.appleton@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Drew Hansen 
(D, Bainbridge Island), (360) 786-7842 
drew.hansen@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 24
Sen. Jim Hargrove 
(D, Hoquiam), (360) 786-7646 
jim.hargrove@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Kevin Van De Wege 
(D, Sequim), (360) 786-7916 
kevin.vandewege@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Steve Tharinger 
(D, Dungeness), (360) 786-7904
steve.tharinger@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea
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District 25
Sen. Bruce Dammeier 
(R, Puyallup), (360) 786-7648 
bruce.dammeier@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Melanie Stambaugh 
(R, Puyallup), (360) 786-7948 
melanie.stambaugh@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Hans Zeiger 
(R, Puyallup), (360) 786-7968 
hans.zeiger@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 26
Sen. Jan Angel 
(R, Port Orchard), (360) 786-7650 
jan.angel@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Rep. Jesse Young 
(R, Gig Harbor), (360) 786-7964 
jesse.young@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Michelle Caldier 
(R, Port Orchard), (360) 786-7802 
michelle.caldier@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 27
Sen. Jeannie Darneille 
(D, Tacoma), (360) 786-7652 
j.darneille@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Laurie Jinkins 
(D, Tacoma), (360) 786-7930 
laurie.jinkins@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jake Fey 
(D, Tacoma), (360) 786-7974 
jake.fey@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 28
Sen. Steve O’Ban 
(R, Tacoma), (360) 786-7654 
steve.oban@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

Rep. Dick Muri 
(R, Steilacoom), (360) 786-7890 
dick.muri@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Christine Kilduff 
(D, University Place), (360) 786-7958 
christine.kilduff@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 29
Sen. Steve Conway 
(D, Tacoma), (360) 786-7656 
steve.conway@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Rep. David Sawyer 
(D, Lakewood), (360) 786-7906 
david.sawyer@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Steve Kirby 
(D, Tacoma), (360) 786-7996 
steve.kirby@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 30
Sen. Mark Miloscia 
(R, Federal Way), (360) 786-7658 
mark.miloscia@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Linda Kochmar 
(R, Federal Way), (360) 786-7898 
linda.kochmar@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

Rep. Carol Gregory 
(D, Federal Way), (360) 786-7830 
carol.gregory@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 31
Sen. Pam Roach 
(R, Auburn), (360) 786-7660 
pam.roach@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

Rep. Drew Stokesbary 
(R, Auburn), (360) 786-7846 
drew.stokesbary@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Christopher Hurst 
(D, Enumclaw), (360) 786-7866 
christopher.hurst@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 32
Sen. Maralyn Chase 
(D, Shoreline), (360) 786-7662 
maralyn.chase@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Cindy Ryu 
(D, Shoreline), (360) 786-7880 
cindy.ryu@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Ruth Kagi 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7910
ruth.kagi@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea
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District 33
Sen. Karen Keiser 
(D, Kent), (360) 786-7664 
karen.keiser@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Tina Orwall 
(D, Des Moines), (360) 786-7834 
tina.orwall@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Mia Gregerson 
(D, SeaTac), (360) 786-7868
mia.gregerson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 34
Sen. Sharon Nelson 
(D, Maury Island), (360) 786-7667 
sharon.nelson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Eileen Cody 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7978 
eileen.cody@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon 
(D, Burien), (360) 786-7952 
joe.fitzgibbon@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 35
Sen. Tim Sheldon 
(D, Potlatch), (360) 786-7668 
timothy.sheldon@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Dan Griffey 
(R, Allyn), (360) 786-7966 
dan.griffey@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Drew MacEwen 
(R, Union), (360) 786-7902 
drew.macewen@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 36
Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7670 
jeanne.kohl-welles@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Reuven Carlyle 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7814 
reuven.carlyle@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Gael Tarleton 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7860 
gael.tarleton@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 37
Sen. Pramila Jayapal 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7688 
pramila.jayapal@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Excused 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Excused

Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7944 
sharontomiko.santos@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Eric Pettigrew 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7838 
eric.pettigrew@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 38
Sen. John McCoy 
(D, Tulalip), (360) 786-7674 
john.mccoy@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. June Robinson 
(D, Everett), (360) 786-7864 
june.robinson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Mike Sells 
(D, Everett), (360) 786-7840 
mike.sells@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 39
Sen. Kirk Pearson 
(R, Monroe), (360) 786-7676 
kirk.pearson@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Dan Kristiansen 
(R, Snohomish), (360) 786-7967 
dan.kristiansen@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

Rep. Elizabeth Scott 
(R, Monroe), (360) 786-7816 
elizabeth.scott@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 40
Sen. Kevin Ranker 
(D, Orcas Island), (360) 786-7678 
kevin.ranker@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Excused 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Kristine Lytton 
(D, Anacortes), (360) 786-7800 
kristine.lytton@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jeff Morris 
(D, Mount Vernon), (360) 786-7970 
jeff.morris@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea
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District 41
Sen. Steve Litzow 
(R, Mercer Island), (360) 786-7641 
steve.litzow@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Tana Senn 
(D, Mercer Island), (360) 786-7894 
tana.senn@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Judy Clibborn 
(D, Mercer Island), (360) 786-7926 
judy.clibborn@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 42
Sen. Doug Ericksen 
(R, Ferndale), (360) 786-7682 
doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Excused 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Excused 

Rep. Luanne Van Werven 
(R, Lynden), (360) 786-7980 
luanne.vanwerven@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Vincent Buys 
(R, Lynden), (360) 786-7854 
vincent.buys@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 43
Sen. Jamie Pedersen 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7628 
jamie.pedersen@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Brady Walkinshaw 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7826 
brady.walkinshaw@leg.wa.gov
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Rep. Frank Chopp 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7920 
frank.chopp@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 44
Sen. Steve Hobbs 
(D, Lake Stevens), (360) 786-7686 
steve.hobbs@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Hans Dunshee 
(D, Snohomish), (360) 786-7804 
hans.dunshee@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Mark Harmsworth 
(R, Mill Creek), (360) 786-7892 
mark.harmsworth@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay

District 45
Sen. Andy Hill 
(R, Redmond), (360) 786-7672 
andy.hill@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Roger Goodman 
(D, Kirkland), (360) 786-7878 
roger.goodman@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Larry Springer 
(D, Kirkland), (360) 786-7822 
larry.springer@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 46
Sen. David Frockt 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7690 
david.frockt@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Gerry Pollet 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7886 
gerry.pollet@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jessyn Farrell 
(D, Seattle), (360) 786-7818 
jessyn.farrell@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 47
Sen. Joe Fain 
(R, Auburn), (360) 786-7692 
joe.fain@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Mark Hargrove 
(R, Covington), (360) 786-7918 
mark.hargrove@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Nay 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Nay 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Nay 

Rep. Pat Sullivan 
(D, Covington), (360) 786-7858 
pat.sullivan@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

District 48
Sen. Cyrus Habib 
(D, Kirkland), (360) 786-7694 
cyrus.habib@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Ross Hunter 
(D, Medina), (360) 786-7936 
ross.hunter@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Joan McBride 
(D, Kirkland), (360) 786-7848 
joan.mcbride@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

Initiative 960, approved by voters in 2007, requires a list of every Legislator, their party preference, hometown, contact 
information, and how they voted on each bill resulting in an Advisory Vote.
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District 49
Sen. Annette Cleveland 
(D, Vancouver), (360) 786-7696 
annette.cleveland@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Sharon Wylie 
(D, Vancouver), (360) 786-7924 
sharon.wylie@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea 

Rep. Jim Moeller 
(D, Vancouver), (360) 786-7872 
jim.moeller@leg.wa.gov 
ESHB 1449 (AV10): Yea 
2SSB 5052 (AV11): Yea 
2ESSB 5987 (AV12): Yea 
ESSB 6138 (AV13): Yea

 

Keep your voting address confidential
The Address Confidentiality Program can register 
participants to vote without creating a public record.

To enroll, you must:

•     be a survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault, 
trafficking or stalking, or be employed in criminal 
justice and a target of felony harassment on the job

•     have recently moved to a new location that is 
unknown to the offender and undocumented in public 
records

•     meet with a victim advocate who can assist with 
threat assessment, safety planning, and the program 
application

Address confidentiality 
for crime survivors

Call (800) 822-1065 or visit www.sos.wa.gov/acp.
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Online Mock Election October 26 - 30

The Mock Election is a nonpartisan, educational program 
that teaches kids how to be informed voters.

Voting in the Mock Election is free for students in grades K-12. 
Ballots and voters’ guides are available for all reading levels. 

Kids vote at www.vote.wa.gov/MockElection.

Photo: student voters at Dayton Elementary

Teach kids to vote
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Welcome to Skagit County’s 2015 Voters’ Pamphlet
In the following pages, you will find candidate submissions, ballot drop box locations, and 
ballot voting instructions. We hope this information helps you make your voting choices. 

Odd year elections are largely non-partisan Elections, to select the local leaders of our cities, 
towns and special districts.  These are the decision makers affecting the future, security, and 
safety of our daily lives.  Candidates vie for 4-year terms for positions such as Mayor, City 
Council, School Board and Park and Recreation District board, and 6-year terms in Hospital, Fire, 
Port, Cemetery, Sewer, and Water Districts.    

Our Ballot Drop Boxes are convenient and their popularity continues to rise. We received 75% of 
ballots cast in the 2015 Primary Election by drop box, giving us one of the highest usage rates in 
Washington State.   

Our goal is to provide a secure, accurate, efficient, transparent and economical election process. 
We encourage citizens to exercise their freedom to influence the future of our communities and 
our country. Visit our website at www.skagitcounty.net/elections to learn about:

Our website also has an online version of this voters’ pamphlet. 

Please call us at 360-336-9305, email us at scelections@co.skagit.wa.us, or drop by our 
Elections Office with questions, concerns, or requests.

Your vote counts – you do make the difference – our freedom is in elections!

Jeanne Youngquist
Skagit County Auditor

Skagit County
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Ballot Instructions
The following instructions are also found on your ballot and the ballot insert.

     Instructions

How to vote

Use a dark blue or black ink pen to 
completely fill in the box to the left 
of your choice.
Vote for one in each race. If you vote 
for more than one, no votes will be 
counted for that race.

If you make a mistake

Draw a line through the entire 
measure response or candidate’s 
name.
Then you may make another choice.

Option 1

Option 3

Option 2

Optional write-in

To vote for a candidate not listed for 
that race, fill in the box to the left of 
“or write-in” and print the name on 
the dashed line.

write-in

Tear off the ballot stub and throw it away.

Vote your ballot…

- Use a blue or black ink pen to mark your ballot

- Leave a contest blank if you want to – your ballot will still 
count

- Put your voted ballot in the secrecy sleeve

- Put the secrecy sleeve in the return envelope

- Seal the return envelope

- Sign and date the declaration on the return envelope.

If you are unable to sign, make your mark and have it witnessed 
by TWO people. Ensure that both people sign the envelope. 

To return your ballot by mail...

- Apply First-Class Mail postage to the return envelope.

- Your ballot must be postmarked no later than Election Day.

Make sure you know the last pick-up time of your post office! 
Ballots deposited after that time on Election Day are postmarked 
the next day and not counted!

If you do not want to mail your ballot, deposit it in a 
ballot drop-box. See drop-box locations on the next page. 
No postage is required. Drop-boxes are open as soon as you 
receive your ballot, and remain open 24 hours a day until 8:00 
PM Election Night.

If your ballot has been destroyed, spoiled, or lost, call 
Skagit County Elections at (360) 336-9305 to request a new ballot.

View the voters’ pamphlet online at                              
www.skagitcounty.net/elections.

Contact Skagit County Elections to learn about the 
locations, hours, and services of voting centers and ballot drop-
boxes, including the availability of accessible voting equipment. 
Phone: (360) 336-9305; Email: scelections@co.skagit.wa.us;  
Web: www.skagitcounty.net/elections

Skagit County

Remember to sign your return envelope!
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Ballot Drop-Off Locations
All locations are open as soon as you receive your ballot, and remain  
open 24 hours a day until 8:00 PM Election Night!

Anacortes
Anacortes Public Library 
(behind library near drive-up book drop)
1220 10th Street

Burlington 
Burlington Parks and Recreation Building
900 E. Fairhaven Street

Concrete 
Skagit Upriver Services/Library
45770 A Main Street

La Conner
La Conner Regional Library
614 E. Morris Street

Mount Vernon - North
Mount Vernon Police Department
1805 Continental Place

Mount Vernon - South
Skagit County Auditor’s Office
(in U-shaped parking lot accessed from 3rd St. near Kincaid)

700 S. 2nd Street

Sedro-Woolley
Sedro-Woolley Post Office 
(in alley between Eastern St. and Metcalf St.)
111 Woodworth Street

Swinomish 
Social Services Building (in front of building)
17337 Reservation Road

No postage needed for drop boxes

 You may also drop your ballot off in person at:

 Elections Department
 Skagit County Auditor’s Office 
 2nd & Kincaid Streets (700 S. 2nd Street)
 Mount Vernon, 360-336-9305
 Open 8:30-4:30 Week Days

Skagit County
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All Offices and Candidates 2015
Following are the Skagit County offices and candidates in the November 3, 2015 General Election. 

Candidates whose names are followed by an asterisk (*)  submitted statements for this Voters’ Pamphlet. 

Candidate & Measure statements are 
printed exactly as submitted. The 
Skagit County Elections Office does 
not make corrections of any kind or 
verify statements for truth or fact.

Skagit County

Town of Hamilton
Mayor

1. Joan Cromley*
2. Mathew Coker 

Council Position 1
1. Timothy Morrison 

Council Position 2
1. Brian Kirkpatrick* 

Council Position 3
1. Bethany Betlem 

Council Position 4
1. James S. Bates 

Council Position 5
1. Lisa R. Johnson
2. Mike Brockman

City of Burlington
Mayor

1. Steve Sexton 

Council Ward 1
1. Ted Montgomery 

Council Ward 2
1. Edith (Edie) Edmundson* 

Council Ward 3
1. Richard (Rick) DeGloria

Town of Concrete
Council Position 1

1. Rob Thomas

2. Bill Sullivan 

Council Position 2
1. David Pfeiffer*

2. Maryann Holbrook* 

Council Position 4
1. Marla Reed 

Council Position 5
1. Ginger Kyritsis 

Town of La Conner
Mayor

1. Ramon Hayes 

Council Position 1
1. Charity Christne Starkenburg
2. Jaques Brunisholz* 

Council Position 4
1. David Ritchie*
2. MaryLee Chamberlain* 

Council Position 5
1. Bill Bruch*

City of Anacortes
Council Position 1

1. Ryan Walters* 

Council Position 2
1. Brad Adams 

Council Position 3
1. Eric Johnson*
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All Offices and Candidates 2015

Skagit County

Town of Lyman
Mayor

1. Edward E. Hills 

Council Position 3
1. Charles (Dick) Saunders*
2. Mike Swanson 

Council Position 4
1. Ryein Kitchen*
2. Mike Couch* 

Council Position 5
1. Donald Frye
2. Gail Ganga

City of Mount Venron
Mayor

1. Bob Fiedler*
2. Jill Boudreau* 

Council Ward 1 Position 1
1. Joe Lindquist* 

Council Ward 2 Position 1
1. Mark Hulst* 

Council Ward 3 Position 1
1. Patrick Miller*
2. Mary A Hudson*

City of Sedro-Woolley
Mayor

1. Kevin Loy*
2. Keith Wagoner* 

Council Ward 1
1. Judith Dunn Lee* 

Council Ward 4
1. Robert Hickman*
2. Julia M. Johnson* 

Council Ward 5
1. Charles (Chuck) Owen*
2. Hugh Galbraith*

School Districts
Anacortes School District No.103

  Director Position 3
1. Marilyn Haneworth* 

  Director Position 4
1. William Shaw* 

  Director Position 5
1. Karl W. Yost* 

Burlington-Edison School District No.100
  Director District 1

1. David D. Lowell* 

  Director District 3
1. Bill Wallace* 

  Director District 4
1. Rich Wesen* 

Concrete School District No.11
  Director District 2

1. Michael Brondi 

  Director District 5, At-Large
1. Dolores Elliot 

Conway School District No. 317
  Director Position 1

1. Thomas Sicklesteel 

  Director Position 4
1. Wade Melton 

  Director Position 5
1. Jessica Bell Hinderstein 

Darrington School District No.330
  Director District 1

1. Jennifer M. West 

  Director District 2
1. W. Alan Pickard 

  Director District 3
1. Dana Meis 

  Director At-Large, Position 5
1. Joe Perrault*
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All Offices and Candidates 2015

Skagit County

 
La Conner School District No.311

   Director District 1
 1. Kate Szurek 
 
   Director District 2
 1. Janie Beasley 
 
   Director District 4
 1. Rick Thompson 
 
 Mount Vernon School District No. 320
   Director District 1
 1. Olivia Deleon 
 
   Director District 2
 1. Robert Coffey* 
 
   Director District 3
 1. Thomas (TJ) Larrick* 
 
 Sedro-Woolley School District No. 101
   Director District 2
 1. Christina Jepperson* 
 
   Director District 3
 1. Rich Weyrich*
 2. Gary K Johnson*

 Hospital District Commissioners
 Hospital District 1
  Position 1
 1. Balisa Koetje*
 2. Al Dennis* 
 
  Position 6
 1. Peter Browning*
 2. Pattie K. Lewis* 
 
  Position 7
 1. Bruce G. Lisser* 
 
 Hospital District 2
  Position 2
 1. Warren Tessler* 
 
  Position 3
 1. Paul Maughan 
 
 Hospital District 304
  Position 1
 1. Andrew C. Hunter*

 Port District Commissioners
 Port of Anacortes
  Position 3
 1. Joe Verdoes*
 2. Judy L. Berentson* 
 
  Position 4
 1. Pat D. Mooney*
 2. John Pope* 
 
 Port of Skagit
  Position 3
 1. William J. (Bill) Shuler*
 2. Pola Kelley*

 Fire Protection District Commissioners
 Fire District 1
  Position 3
 1. Daryl A. Hamburg 
  Fire District 2
  Position 3
 1. Lance Masonholder 
 
 Fire District 3
  Position 3
 1. Travis W. Coulter 
 
 Fire District 4
  Position 2
 1. John Matterand 
 
  Position 3
 1. Gary Friend 
 
 Fire District 5
  Position 3
 1. David Lohman 
 
 Fire District 6
  Position 3
 1. Jerry Kaufman
 2. David Smoots* 
 
 Fire District 7
  Position 3
 1. Larry Hawk* 
 
 Fire District 8
  Position 3
 1. Jonathan H LaCount*
 2. Chester (Chet) Griffith* 
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All Offices and Candidates 2015

Fire Protection District Commissioners
Fire District 9

  Position 3
1. Steve Harmon 

Fire District 10
  Position 3

1. Richard Taylor 

Fire District 11
  Position 3

1. Thomas R. Walsh 

Fire District 12
  Position 3

1. Norm Jenkins 

Fire District 13
  Position 2

1. Larry Kibbee* 

  Position 3
1. Charles (Chuck) Hedlund* 

Fire District 14
  Position 3

1. Steve Thomas 

Fire District 15
  Position 1

1. Lowell E Jonson 

  Position 3
1. Wes Miller 

Fire District 16
  Position 3

1. Kathy Henderson 

Fire District 19
  Position 1

1. Lee Fenley 

  Position 3
1. Clay Norris* 

Fire District 24
  Position 2

1. Dale Hamlin 

  Position 5
1. Richard Dahl

Cemetery District Commissioners
Cemetery District 1

  Position 1
1. Gail Thulen 

  Position 2
1. Eric L. Anderson (Rick) 

Cemetery District 2
  Position 1

1. John Pinquoch 
Cemetery District 3

  Position 1
1. Adam Veal 

  Position 3
1. Daniel Burnett 

Cemetery District 4
  Position 1

1. C. Henrik Brameus 
Cemetery District 6
  Position 1

1. D. Scott Thompson

Sewer District Commissioners
Sewer District 1
Position 2

1. John Nagel 
Sewer District 2

 Position 3
1. Jim Hanson

Water District Commissioners
Water District 1
 Position 1

1. Josh Guffie

Skagit County

 

Fidalgo Pool and Fitness Center District 
Commissioners
Position 1

1. Jeremy F. McNett 

Position 2
1. David Way* 

Position 4
1. Melvin Larsen*
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Ryan Walters 

Elected Experience: Anacortes City Council, Ward 1, 
2012-2015 
Other Professional Experience: Civil Deputy Prosecut-
ing Attorney, Skagit County Prosecutor’s Office, 
2007-present; Skagit County Sustainability Adminis-
trator, 2009-2012 
Education: JD, University of California, Davis, School 
of Law; BA Political Science and French, University 
of Rochester, New York; Anacortes High School Class 
of 1998 
Community Service: Skagit Land Trust; Anacortes Con-
servation Voters Board of Directors, 2003-present; 
Evergreen Islands Board of Directors, 1998-2011 

Statement: Four years ago, I ran for City Council to be 
a strong, independent voice for our community. City 
government must be fair, open, and honest, and we 
have made tremendous strides in the past 18 months 
toward those goals. But there’s much more work to do. 
 
As an attorney with nearly a decade of experience repre-
senting local government, I know the challenges of navi-
gating the complex system of laws and rules that cities 
face. I favor a professional, active city government that 
does whatever it can to facilitate local jobs and a healthy 
economy. In the next four years, I hope we’ll have sub-
stantial community conversations about deploying a re-
silient and affordable fiber optics network and adding a 
conference center to attract visitors during the off season. 
I’ll continue to push for effective financial planning for 
maintenance and replacement of our capital facilities—
including our roads, water infrastructure, and city hall. 
 
I’m particularly excited about working to finish our 
Comprehensive Plan in 2016, which will finally provide 
clear direction and certainty for both developers and 
our neighborhoods. A good Comprehensive Plan is 
critical to preserving our vibrant community, facilitating 
economic development, and developing our waterfront 
consistent with the city’s vision.

Contact: (360) 610-7770; campaign@ryanwalters.com;  
www.ryanwalters.com 

City of Anacortes  |  Council Position 1  |  4-year term

Unopposed 
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Eric Johnson 

Elected Experience: Elected Experience: Elected to first 
term on the Anacortes City Council Ward 3, Novem-
ber 2011
Other Professional Experience: Colonel, USAF (retired). 
Thirty years experience in flight operations and ex-
ecutive positions at worldwide locations including 
Southeast Asia, the Pentagon and US embassies in 
Saudi Arabia and The Netherlands.
Education: BA: University of Colorado. MPS: Auburn 
University 
Community Service: Founder, Anacortes Family Center. 
Founder & Advisor, Kiwanis Aktion Club. Trustee, An-
acortes Parks Foundation. Past President, Anacortes 
Noon Kiwanis Club. President, Anacortes Salvation 
Army board of advisors. Board of Advisors, Ana-
cortes Boys & Girls Club. Deacon, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Statement: After moving every few years dur-
ing my military career, my wife, Lynette, and I are 
happy to have found a permanent home in Ana-
cortes. Living in this great town for the past 13 
years has given us a wonderful opportunity to 
be deeply involved in the life of our community.  
 
I’ve been able to use the skills I developed dur-
ing my Air Force career—long-range planning 
and strategy formulation, personnel and systems 
management, training development, problem 
solving, decision-making and financial manage-
ment—on behalf of a wide range of community 
projects and toward my duties on the city council.  
 
I have a lifetime of experience in putting together 
teams and in creating consensus in groups to move 
ideas forward and turn these into reality. I intend to 
continue to be part of a team of residents, commu-
nity leaders and business owners—both in Ward 3 and 
all of Anacortes—who want to work for the common 
good of our community.

Contact: (360) 840-5415;  
anacortesEric@gmail.com; 
www.AnacortesEric.org

Unopposed 
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Edith (Edie) Edmundson 

Elected Experience: Served 8 years on the Burlington 
City Council
Other Professional Experience: Lodging Tax Committee, 
Downtown Futures Committee, Public Safety and 
Public Works Committees, Historical Preservation 
Board, Board of Adjustment, Owned a Successful In-
surance Business for 15 years 
Education: Burlington-Edison High School, Skagit Val-
ley College, Western Washington University 
Community Service: Burlington Parks Foundation, 
Founder of Burlington Historical Society, Kiwanis In-
ternational, Burlington Friends of the Library, Allen 
Methodist Church 

Statement: It has been an honor and a privilege to serve 
the citizens of Burlington for eight years.  I have been 
able to devote the hours needed to attend meetings, 
listening to citizens’ concerns, and working with depart-
ment heads and administration.  There is still work to 
be done and I feel my experience, common sense, and 
innovative ideas will be a benefit to the future of Bur-
lington.  Public Safety and the development of down 
town Burlington are high priorities on the work that 
needs to be done in the next four years.  My experi-
ence on those two committees can make a difference. 
 
For eight years I have promised to serve with energy, 
enthusiasm and “straight talk”.  I make that pledge again.  
You can count on me to be your community advocate.  I 
ask for your vote on election day.

Contact: (360) 757-4757; edieedmundson@comcast.net 

City of Burlington  |  Council Ward 2  |  4-year term

Unopposed 
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David Pfeiffer Maryann Holbrook 

Elected Experience: 4 years as council position 2 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : I wish to continue financial responsiblity 
and growth in Concrete.

Contact: (360) 853-7998;  
depksp@frontier.com

Elected Experience: Even though I have never held a 
political office, my hope is to serve as a vessel for 
community input and to take action by doing good 
things for our citizens. 
Other Professional Experience: Instructor for WSU-Exten-
sion, and secretary for Concrete School District.
Education: Master in Guidance Counseling from City 
University, 2015; Bachelor of Arts from Central Wash-
ington University, 2010.
Community Service: Member of the Concrete Resource 
Coalition and involved with school improvement 
plans.

Statement: : I have lived in this unique community 
since 1997.  I am running for Town Council because I 
want to serve the community where I raised my chil-
dren and where I have worked for the past 12 years. 
 
As a mother, secretary, and a graduate with a Master in 
Guidance Counseling, the most important thing I have 
learned over the last two decades is to listen.  I believe 
people want to be included in the processes that affect 
their lives, and I will listen to what community mem-
bers have to say.  I will make decisions that protect our 
neighborhoods and our schools.  I will work to forge 
unity within the town’s leadership in making sure that 
Concrete remains the special place we all want it to be. 
 
I would appreciate your vote.

Contact: (360) 853-8360; mholbrook66@yahoo.com

No photo  
submitted
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Joan Cromley Mathew Coker 

Elected Experience: Hamilton Town Council 5 years, 
Mayor 3 years 
Other Professional Experience: Earned Certificate of Mu-
nicipal Leadership from the Association of Washing-
ton Cities; will have earned Advanced Certificate of 
Municipal Leadership by election time; Finance As-
sistant, Skagit County Community Action; retail 
Education: Bachelor of Science, Millersville University 
of Pennsylvania 1991 
Community Service: Booster Team for Evergreen Ele-
mentary in Sedro-Woolley (Treasurer, 6 years), Girl 
Scouts (Leader, Event Director, 5 years), helped cre-
ate Hamilton Library

Statement: We’ve made great steps in the last three years 
to get some needed basics in place, including paving 
23% of the streets, updating street signs, and upgrad-
ing computer systems. There’s a lot more to be done, 
such as the required update of the Comprehensive 
Plan, formatting the ordinances into a municipal code, 
and more paving. A newer ambulance is in the works, 
hopefully that will be done by the end of this year. 
 
I’ve attended trainings and workshops on various top-
ics like volcano crisis awareness, rural prosperity, 
and budgeting to find new ways to protect and im-
prove our community and its government. The bud-
get is now designed so that we are saving money 
for larger projects like replacing water lines and park 
equipment, not spending every dime that comes in. 
 
I’d like to see more of our systems brought up to stan-
dard, and find more effective ways to enforce our or-
dinances that don’t require spending your tax mon-
ey to clean up problems created by other people. 
 
If you’re reading this, I hope it means you’re going to 
vote. Thank you. Take an interest in how the Town works, 
and together we can make Hamilton a better place.
Contact: (360) 826-4953;  
hamilton.wa.mayor@gmail.com

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : no information submitted
Contact: (360) 770-4432; matcoker1977@gmail.com

Town of Hamilton  |  Mayor  |  4-year term

No photo  
submitted



42 Town of Hamilton  |  Council Position 2  |  4-year term

Brian Kirkpatrick 

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : no information submitted

Contact: (360) 826-4397; vfonk@yahoo.com 

Unopposed 
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Charity Christne  
Starkenburg 

Jacques Brunisholz 

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : no information submitted
Contact: (360) 391-5333; 77.cstarkenburg@gmail.com

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : It has been a pleasure to serve on the town 
council for this past term. I hope to have your contin-
ued support and that you will vote for me in the up-
coming election. Thank you.
Contact: (360) 941-2011; Jbrunisholz@gmail.com

Town of La Conner  |  Council Position 1  |  4-year term

No photo  
submitted

No photo  
submitted



44 Town of La Conner  |  Council Position 4  |  2-year unexpired term

David Ritchie MaryLee Chamberlain 

Elected Experience: none 
Other Professional Experience: Retired stock broker. 
Education: University of Texas at Arlington 
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : My background includes working in in-
vestments for many years. That allows me to under-
stand both the language and importance of the usage 
of money. I think that will be good for our wonder-
ful town. Also, I spent time in municipal risk man-
agement as the Risk Manager for Whatcom County 
in the late 70’s. That experience gives me some idea 
of the inner workings of municipal government.  
 
I also believe it is important to have fresh thinking, 
new blood, and good hearts in our town government. 

Contact: (360) 421-1520; islandwriter1948@gmail.com

Elected Experience: La Conner Town Council 2014 - Pres-
ent (applied to fill a vacated position) and Town of La 
Conner Planning Commission 2010- 2014  
Other Professional Experience: Occupational Therapist in 
the Burlington Edison School District and Children’s 
Therapy Program at Skagit Valley Hospital 
Education: MS in Occupational Therapy from Boston 
University and BA in Psychology from University of 
Vermont 
Community Service: Current member of Soroptimist In-
ternational - La Conner and past Volunteer/EMT with 
District 13 Fire Department 2010-2013 

Statement: :La Conner has been my home for over 25 
years. It is a unique small town community committed 
to public safety, economic viability, cultural diversity 
and the sustainability of a historic small town atmo-
sphere. To serve these interests, La Conner requires 
much of the same infrastructure necessary for a larger 
municipality with limitations in scale but strengthened 
by the dedication of an outstanding staff and citizen-
ship. Our job as your elected representatives on the 
Town Council is to engage in collaboration while bal-
ancing the range of needs with an informed view of 
both budget constraints and funding opportunities. 
 
My experience working in special education teams as 
an ccupational therapist as well as my involvement 
with community efforts to support public safety, youth 
activities and the arts has provided ample opportunity 
to learn about systems, resource allocation, and mutu-
al benefits. Community participation in town govern-
ment with a healthy dialog about issues and actions 
is encouraged to yield positive and practical results. 
 
Town Council has allowed me to develop an increas-
ingly in-depth and considered perspective on the 
operations, planning and budgeting of town govern-
ment. I welcome an opportunity to continue the work 
of representing this community on the Town Council.

Contact: mlchamberlain522@gmail.com
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Bill Bruch 

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : I am a resident of La Conner for 11 ½ 
years and during that time have attended many of 
the Town Council meetings. In 2013, 2014 and 2015 I 
served as a voting member on the La Conner Lodg-
ing Tax Advisory Committee. Also, last year I was 
at several of the Planning Commission meetings.  
 
My practical business experience will lend it-
self well working on the Town Council. For over 5 
years I was a Real Estate Professional, more than 
10 years I was an Estate Planner, Attorney Liai-
son & Manager, and for the past 5 years I have 
been working full time as a Property Manager. 
 
As a Property Manager in La Conner I am in charge of 
five buildings which total over 30 commercial spaces, 
7 marina spaces, 6 residential living spaces and 1 va-
cation rental space. When I first began more than 70 % 
of the spaces I was given charge of were vacant and 
in a year and a half I was able to fill all the vacancies. 
 
I have excellent work ethics and am good at problem 
solving. Hobbies include photography, sailing and hik-
ing.
Contact: (360) 820-1700; billbruch@gmail.com

Town of La Conner  |  Council Position 5  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



46 Town of Lyman  |  Council Position 3  |  4-year term

Charles (Dick) Saunders Mike Swanson 

Elected Experience: none 
Other Professional Experience: Employed by City of 
Mount Vernon and served as the Wastewater Depart-
ment Superintendant for 25 years and certified by the 
Department of Ecology as Group IV Operator, retiring 
after 32 years of service. 
Education: Hamilton Grade School, graduating from 
Sedro Woolley High School. Maintained Wastewater 
Group IV Operator Certification by attending classes 
and college courses required by the Department of 
Ecology.  
Community Service: Supporter of the Relay for Life Can-
cer Walk, United Way, Hospice, Y.M.C.A. Member. In-
volved in the Lyman Community for the past 5 years, 
attending and giving community input at council 
meetings. 

Statement: :I grew up in the Lyman-Hamilton area and 
have lived in Skagit County my entire life, moving back 
to Lyman in 2008 and purchasing a home. I’m running 
for Council Position #3 to give a new perspective on 
issues pertaining to town policies, procedures, finan-
cial well being and the overall community climate. 
Citizens of Lyman are in need of a voice or voices on 
the town council, who will listen to concerns and is-
sues plaguing our community and work together in 
finding a positive outcome. My goal is to be an ac-
tive town member involved with promoting a strong 
sense of community. It has been stated “the town 
needs a change” and I believe the time is now. I will 
always be available to listen to the citizens of Lyman, 
represent them proudly and stand for what the entire 
community wants, not just a few. I would be proud to 
represent you as a Lyman Council Member. 

Contact: (360) 826-6120;  
charles.saunders@frontier.com

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : no information submitted

Contact: (360) 826-3337; swanson.family.3@gmail.com 

No photo  
submitted
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Ryein Kitchen  Mike Couch 

Elected Experience: none
Other Professional Experience: Sedro-Woolley School 
District Employee, Union Bargaining Team Member.
Education: Lyman Elementary; Graduate from Sedro 
Woolley High School, Graduate from Skagit Valley 
College with AA Transfer Degree. 
Community Service: Relay for Life Cancer Walk Team 
Member, Involved in the Lyman Town Community. 

Statement: : I am running for town council because I 
love where I live and want to promote a sense of com-
munity and togetherness in Lyman. I am new to the 
political world but am eager to learn. Having grown 
up in Lyman my entire life, I am passionate about con-
tinuing to enhance the quality of life for our commu-
nity. I listen with an open mind and analyze the facts, 
before reaching a decision. I’m a researcher and fully 
commit to the best outcome and interest of the town. 
With your support, I will always do my best to repre-
sent our town. I look forward to the privilege of repre-
senting you and would sincerely appreciate your vote.
Contact: (360) 708-5074; rkitchen2229@yahoo.com

Elected Experience: 20 years Lyman Town Council. 5 
years NWGC President. 3 years Washington State 
Parks Winter Advisory Board.
Other Professional Experience: 25 years experience in 
Logging and Construction 
Education: Graduate Sedro-Woolley High School. 
Community Service: Volunteer Search and Rescue, 
NWGC Snowmobile Club, Washington State Parks, 
Skagit County adopt a road program, and volunteer 
lobbyist in Olympia with the Washington State Snow-
mobile Association. 

Statement: : Councilman Mike Couch has served the 
citizens of Lyman for nearly 20 years. Mike has been 
a resident of Lyman for 25 years. During that time 
he has invested himself in our community serving 
16 years as a Lyman volunteer fireman and work-
ing on various community projects around Lyman.  
 
Councilman Couch believes in being a servant of the 
community and always looks for ways to keep Ly-
man beautiful. Mike has been involved with increas-
ing fire protection services in Lyman, and the massive 
water system upgrade project. As well as acquir-
ing and preserving the beautiful Minkler Mansion.  
 
Lyman is fortunate to have had dedicat-
ed leaders like Mike Couch, Mike looks for-
ward to continuing his service for you.  
 
Reelect Couch “Experience Matter”
Contact: (360) 826-5105; mikewcouch@yahoo.com

Town of Lyman  |  Council Position 4  |  4-year term



48 City of Mount Vernon  |  Mayor  |  4-year term

Bob Fiedler Jill Boudreau 

Elected Experience: Currently serves as Mount Vernon 
City Councilman – 20+ years
Other Professional Experience: Vice President of Sales - 
Crown Distributing, also a participant on the Anheus-
er-Busch National Wholesaler Advisory Panel, past 
EDASC board member.  
Education: Degrees from Western Washington Univer-
sity (BA in Business & Economics) & Skagit Valley 
College, Mount Vernon High School Graduate 
Community Service: Mount Vernon Planning Commis-
sion 1988 – 1994, Mount Vernon Parks Advisory Com-
mittee, Skagit Rotary Club (Past President & Past As-
sistant District Governor), Volunteer Mount Vernon 
Youth Football Association, Coach/Volunteer Mount 
Vernon Youth Soccer Association, Coach/Volunteer 
Mount Vernon Little League

Statement: :I was born in Mount Vernon. Cheri and I 
have been privileged to make this our home for 38 
years. Our two sons, Dean & Neil, and our three grand-
sons live locally.  I have always said yes when asked to 
serve. Since 1986 I have been active in Parks, Planning 
Commission and served 20+ years on the City Council.  
I have the Experience to lead Mount Vernon into the 
future. As Vice President of Sales for Crown Distrib-
uting, I have used my Management Skills to develop 
a nationally recognized organization. As your Mayor I 
will be committed to a great working relationship with 
the City Council and Staff to serve you, the residents 
of Mount Vernon.  Recognizing my Leadership abilities, 
the entire City Council and many of your friends and 
neighbors endorse me for Mayor. My commitment to 
Public Safety has never wavered, and will continue to 
be a priority.  I have been involved in the Downtown 
Waterfront Project since 2005 which creates new op-
portunities for the downtown core. I promise to en-
gage the community in Mount Vernon’s future.  It will 
take Strong Leadership to prepare us for the years 
ahead.   Experience, Leadership, and Vision; I ask for 
your vote.

Contact: (360) 424-3785; bobcherif@comcast.net;  
bobformvmayor.com 

Elected Experience: Mayor of the City of Mount Vernon: 
2012-2015  
Other Professional Experience: Currently serving as Chair 
of the Skagit Transit Board & Skagit Council of Govern-
ments Transportation Policy Board, Boardmember of 
Community Action of Skagit County. Member of Gover-
nor Inslee’s SR530 Landslide Commission. Outreach & 
Education coordinator/Hospice of the Northwest, Com-
munity Service Officer/Mount Vernon Police 
Education: Bachelor of Science/Business, Professional 
Mediation & Facilitation Training 
Community Service: Volunteer Mediator Dispute Resolu-
tion Center, Board Member/ Washington State Crime 
Prevention Association, Trustee/Hospice of the North-
west Foundation, Volunteer Chorus Member/Skagit 
Opera, USMC Key Volunteer

Statement: : Mayor Jill Boudreau demonstrates that good 
leadership is inclusive and respectful. She has earned 
trust and confidence from residents, colleagues, and 
leaders at the local and state level. They describe her 
as forward thinking, extremely talented at tackling com-
plex issues, focused on finding practical workable solu-
tions and consistent in communitcating with the public. 
 
Through Jill’s direction, public safter programs expanded 
including emergency response planning and operational 
exercises for rail safety and natural disaster, proactive para-
medic services, and local drug enforcement operations. 
 
Under her leadership, the way the city operates ad-
ministratively and technologically, has been stream-
lined and updated with a modern website, monthly 
newsletters, online bill pay, and video streaming. 
 
Jill secured $6.5 Million in State Capital Funding to com-
plete Phase 2 & begin Phase 3 of the Waterfront & 
Flood Protection Project. The City of Mount Vernon was 
presented with a municipal excellence award in 2013 
for the annual Mayor’s Wellness Challenge program. 
 
She successfully fulfilled campaign prom-
ises: for example, focusing on technolo-
gy business as an economic growth sector. 
 
“It takes courage to bring forth new ideas and question the 
status quo. We have proven together that Mount Vernon 
can be a model of municipal government.” ~ Jill Boudreau

Contact: (360) 416-3983; jillformayor@gmail.com; 
www.jillformayor.com 
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Joe Lindquist 

Elected Experience: Served on the Mount Vernon City 
Council since 2005 
Other Professional Experience:  Financial Consultant-
-Vice President at the Mount Vernon of Robert W. 
Baird and Company 
Education: B.A. Business Administration Western 
Washington University School of Business and Eco-
nomicsMount Vernon High School Graduate 
Community Service: Chair of the Skagit Rotary Chari-
table Foundation, Served on the Mount Vernon Plan-
ning Commission, Skagit Valley Family YMCA 

Statement: I was born and raised here in Mount Ver-
non and have been serving you on the Mount Vernon 
City Council since 2005. My wife Stefanie and I live 
in the Trumpeter area of Mount Vernon raising our 
daughter Annika and family dog Copee. I am seek-
ing re-election for my third term on the Mount Ver-
non City Council. I remain as committed as ever to 
continuing to listen to the citizens of Mount Vernon. 
 
Even as the City Council has only taken one prop-
erty tax increase in the last 10 years our overall 
levy rate continues to be one of the highest in the 
County. In my third term I want to make sure that 
we work to find creative solutions to pay for City 
Services without overburdening our taxpayers. 
 
With the first two phases of the Downtown Riv-
erwalk completed we must continue to work to-
wards full funding of Phase 3 of this great project. 
 
I continue to believe that listening to your concerns is a 
critically important part of what I do. I am always avail-
able by phone or by email. I would appreciate your vote.
Contact: (509) 391-3038; joe_lindquist15@hotmail.com

City of Mount Vernon  |  Council Ward 1, Position 1  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



50 City of Mount Vernon  |  Council Ward 2, Position 1  |  4-year term

Mark Hulst 

Elected Experience: Serving on Mount Vernon City 
Council since 2012 (Chaired Parks & Recreation/Li-
brary Committee, Representative to both Jail Com-
mittee and Law Enforcement Officers’ & Fire Fight-
ers’ Retirement Board. Currently Public Safety Chair, 
Traffic Safety Committee Representative & Mayor 
Pro-tem) 
Other Professional Experience: Mark is a local small busi-
ness owner with over 30 years of management and 
budgeting experience. 
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: Mark served 6 years on the Mount 
Vernon Chamber of Commerce Executive Board 
(Chair 2010), 4 years on the Mount Vernon Planning 
Commission (Chair 2011), member of Rotary Interna-
tional, school & community volunteer. 

Statement: :It has truly been an honor and a privilege 
serving the past 4 years on your City Council. Since the 
beginning of my first term, I have made Public Safety a 
top priority. I have worked with Council Members and 
Staff to ensure adequate funding for both our Police 
and Fire Departments. I have been a strong proponent 
for better roads and safer routes to school for our chil-
dren. I have consistently voted not to raise property 
taxes while working to find savings, efficiencies, and 
innovative ways to continue funding essential services. 

If given the opportunity, I will continue make Public 
Safety my top priority. I will continue to work in creating 
a prosperous business environment to keep property 
taxes from increasing on families. I will continue to work 
to reduce your tax burden, and I will continue to listen 
to and address your concerns within our community. 

My best experiences since being elected to City Coun-
cil are when you or one of your neighbors contacts 
me with a concern and I have been able to work with 
all the stakeholders to bring resolution to the issue. 

I ask for your vote so I can continue working for you.

Contact: (360) 708-2801; markhulst63@gmail.com; 
www.markhulst.com

Unopposed 
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Patrick Miller Mary A Hudson 

Elected Experience: First time running for public office 
Other Professional Experience: CEO of Edge Analytical, 
Inc. an Environmental Laboratory with offices in Bur-
lington and Bellingham, Washington and Corvallis 
and Wilsonville, Oregon. Former owner of Materials 
Testing and Consulting. 
Education: Graduate of University High School, Spo-
kane, WA. Bachelor’s of Science degree from Uni-
versity of Utah, 1976. Master of Science degree from 
University of Utah, 1977. 
Community Service: Several years of volunteer service 
with the Boy Scouts of America. Over 35 years of ser-
vice within the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints in Mount Vernon.

Statement: Pat Miller has lived in Skagit County with his 
wife, Cherie, for over 35 years where they have raised 
six children. Currently, they have 16 grandchildren. 
Pat believes that the strength of our community lies in 
our families. By lowering building costs, this will help 
attract developers who will build better homes and 
neighborhoods. Pat believes in quality recreational 
activities and supports expanding and improving the 
city parks system. Having spent countless hours hik-
ing and mountain biking on Little Mountain, he ap-
preciates the valuable ecological assets that we have.  
 
Pat wants each member and visitor of our city to feel 
safe. Strong drug enforcement at the neighborhood 
level will eliminate many of our property crimes and 
gangs. He also believes that the continued support of 
the Police and Fire Departments are invaluable in mak-
ing sure that the streets are safe and that emergency 
services are provided in a timely and efficient manner.  
 
Through his experience as a business owner, Pat knows 
the importance of public-private partnerships. Having a 
business-friendly attitude will not only attract and pro-
vide new jobs, but will also create a strong tax base that 
will fund the infrastructure and services that our city 
provides.
Contact: (509) 770-0155;  
patformvcitycouncil@gmail.com;  
www.patformvcitycouncil.blogspot.com

Elected Experience: N/A 
Other Professional Experience: I have worked for Wells 
Nursery LLC for almost 23 years. Current position is 
Wholesale Division Manager. Prior to this, I worked for 
Sears for 15 years as a Sales Manager. 
Education: Graduate - La Junta High School, La Jun-
ta, Colorado 
Community Service: Past President Skagit Valley Hos-
pital Foundation, 10 year board member; Secretary, 
Skagit County Farm Bureau; Charter Member, Burk-
land-Johnson Guild, Seattle Childrens; Volunteer, 
Gail Edward Iverson Circle of Friends, Immaculate 
Conception Regional School, Skagitonians to Pre-
serve Farmland, Museum of Northwest Art, Skagit 
Valley Hospital Foundation, Skagit Regional Health, 
Executive Quality Oversight Committee.

Statement: I care about Mount Vernon; it is my city. I have 
lived here for almost 40 years. I have seen many chang-
es in that time, and I feel sure that I will see many more. 
Change is necessary to continue to move forward and 
grow with the needs of our diverse community. Change 
should be well planned for and well thought out.  
 
I believe in effective and efficient spending across the 
board. We need to be vigilant in the ways we spend 
our monies, but not let needs go unmet. We need to 
do what we can to welcome businesses into Mount 
Vernon to increase our revenues. By moving forward 
into the third phase of the Waterfront Master Plan Proj-
ect, we can attract more businesses into the downtown 
Mount Vernon area and revitalize this fabulous city.  
 
Public safety, well maintained roads and ter-
rific schools are keys to any city. We have to 
make sure all the tools are in place to maintain 
and improve on what we’ve already achieved.  
 
I welcome your input - tell me what matters to you. I 
would appreciate your vote, and I would be honored to 
represent you. I care.
Contact: (360) 424-0132; maree12352@aol.com

City of Mount Vernon  |  Council Ward 3, Position 1  |  4-year term



52 City of Sedro-Woolley |  Mayor  |  4-year term

Kevin Loy Keith Wagoner 

Elected Experience: Sedro-Woolley City Council, PCO 
401.
Other Professional Experience:  8 years on Sedro-Woolley 
Planning Commission, 13th year on Skagit County 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 10 years as presi-
dent of “Team up 4 Teens” (non-profit). Construction 
management, past owner of Hawaii Beverage Equip-
ment Company, 15th year as an independent insur-
ance broker.
Education: Graduate of Mount Vernon High School. 
Focused on business/industry training at Wenatchee 
Valley College/Skagit Valley College. 
Community Service: Volunteer for Challenge Day and 
judge for senior projects at Sedro-Woolley High 
School. Umpires high school baseball and softball. 
Founded “Cheer at the Fair” and Skagit County 
Cheerleading Exhibition events for high school cheer-
leaders.

Statement: : While most elected officials be-
lieve they represent the government, Kevin Loy 
is passionate about representing the people. 
 
Effective as of July 1, 2015, Sedro-Woolley has 
imposed an additional $20 per year tax to regis-
ter a vehicle. Only two council members voted 
against this ridiculous tax. Kevin Loy was one of 
them.  We have voted for $30 tabs many times, 
and now the city imposes and additional $20 fee? 
 
Loy is also a supporter of the Northern State project 
as long as it preserves the historical character of the 
campus. The project could be a job incubator for the 
entire city. Loy would like to work with the public and 
city council to develop the 10 acres on Rhoades Road 
into a city park. The future of the library is also a con-
cern to Loy. He plans to engage citizens, city council, 
and library personnel to develop a vision and carry it 
out for the future of the city library. Loy feels that you 
cannot tax your way to prosperity and that the City of 
Sedro-Woolley needs a change in philosophy. Kevin 
Loy would be honored to receive your vote and serve 
as your mayor. 

Contact: (360) 421-8396; loy4mayor@gmail.com

Elected Experience: 5 years Sedro-Woolley City Coun-
cil; 2nd year Mayor Pro Tem. 
Other Professional Experience: Retired (23 yrs.) Navy 
Commander and helicopter pilot. Diplomatic status 
at the U.S Embassy, Tokyo, Japan as Director, Naval 
Air Programs; Protocol expert at Headquarters, U.S. 
Forces Korea, Seoul. 
Education: ’79 Burlington-Edison HS; United States 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland (BS, Physical 
Oceanography); University of San Diego (MS, Global 
Leadership). 
Community Service: Youth Football Equipment Director; 
founding board member of Denny Engberg Memo-
rial Field. SteelClaw Wrestling Club. Volunteer an-
nouncer for SWHS wrestling events. School District 
Levy Advisory Committee. Principal for a Day. SWHS 
Senior Parents Group.  S-W Rotary Club; American 
Legion Post 43.  

Statement: : Sedro-Woolley is on the cusp of a renais-
sance; business starts are up, building permits are up, 
home sales are up, and there is finally progress at the 
Northern State site after decades of stagnancy.  Our 
City needs strong, decisive leadership as we move for-
ward during this exciting time. I am the candidate with 
over 30 years of public service, proven leadership abil-
ity, and the vision Sedro-Woolley needs to succeed.    
 
Serving my second year as Mayor Pro Tem, I have rep-
resented our city at: Skagit Council of Governments, 
Jail Advisory Committee, Solid Waste System Gover-
nance Board; Skagit Transit Board, Skagit Sub-Region-
al Transportation Planning Organization, etc., gaining 
experience that no other sitting City Councilman has.     
 
I believe in common sense government; getting the 
basics like streets, sewers, fire and police protection, 
and garbage collection right, and spending within our 
means.  I have voted against every property tax in-
crease that has come before me and led the way to pre-
vent our City from “banking” retroactive tax increases.   
 
If you are “positive” on Sedro-Woolley and love our 
town please give me your vote. I will work hard to help 
us grow responsibly while respecting the unique char-
acter and heritage of our home. 

Contact: (360) 873-8005; keith@keithwagoner.com
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Judith Dunn Lee 

Elected Experience: No elected experience 
Other Professional Experience: Bookkeeper and co-own-
er of John Lee CPA Inc., PS, in Sedro-Woolley.  Volun-
teer on the Board of BSA Troop 1 in Mount Vernon for 
over 10 years.  Secretary on the Finance Council for 
my church.  Served on the Financial Reporting for a 
candidate for County Commissioner.
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: Volunteer on the Sedro-Woolley 
Planning Commission, Walk for Life participant, and 
longtime recycler.

Statement: Having seen the insides of city hall as a Plan-
ning Commissioner, I think that I can better serve by 
joining the City Council.   It is a very exciting time in 
Sedro-Woolley.  I think growth is the best way to in-
crease city income, and it is the City Council’s job to 
bring to our City the kind of jobs that support families.  
The new Northern State site is just a start!  It is my de-
sire to represent your concerns and issues at the table.  
Please be sure to contact me.
Contact: (360) 856-9996 or (360) 853-2053;  
judith@johnjleecpa.com  

City of Sedro-Woolley  |  Council Ward 1  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



54 City of Sedro-Woolley |  Council Ward 4  |  4-year term

Robert Hickman Julia M. Johnson 

Elected Experience: 7 years as Sedro-Woolley School 
Board Director-District 2. 
Other Professional Experience: Plumber, owner of Hick-
man Plumbing, a 2nd generation family business. 
Member of Local 26 Plumbers & Pipefitters. Interiors 
fabrication mechanic at Boeing. Maintenance worker 
for Sedro-Woolley School District. 
Education: Graduate of Sedro-Woolley High School, 
1977. Steamfitter/Journeyman trade degree from Ev-
erett Community College, 1987. 
Community Service: Sedro-Woolley Little League soft-
ball/baseball coach for 15 years, Sedro-Woolley Little 
League board member-2 years. President/coach of 
Rising Stars Fastpitch Softball Club for 4 years. As-
sistant coach to softball programs at Skagit Valley 
College/Sedro-Woolley High School. Sports coach at 
local YMCA, SWHS judge for senior projects.

Statement: : Bob Hickman’s roots run deep in the town 
of Sedro-Woolley. He was born in the old hospital on 
State Street and graduated from Sedro-Woolley High 
School. He also raised his three children in the com-
munity. This has really made Hickman interested in 
the future of the city. He wants to see the town thrive 
without losing its heritage. As a local business owner 
for many years, he feels the city needs to support the 
businesses that have established for years. This sup-
port will draw others to the city and show that Sedro-
Woolley is a great place to conduct business and 
live. City streets, sidewalks, parks, etc… need to be 
maintained. Hickman feels the city needs to focus on 
sustaining the city library, senior center, fire depart-
ment, and police department. He strongly feels that if 
we support what we have, the future will be brighter. 
Hickman is very proud to be a Sedro-Woolley native 
and wants others to feel that same pride. As a city 
council member, Bob Hickman would be a voice for 
the citizens of the town. Please vote for Bob Hickman 
for Sedro-Woolley City Council.

Contact: (360) 661-6094; b.hickman@frontier.com

Elected Experience: First time candidate  
Other Professional Experience:  Professionally trained 
counselor specializing in bereavement, chemical de-
pendency, and mediation. Owned small contracting 
business with husband geared toward design and 
fabrication. 
Education: Graduate of Sedro-Woolley High School; 
MA in Counseling Psychology, Northwest University; 
BA in Social Sciences, Antioch University; Chemical 
Dependency Certification, Skagit Valley College. 
Community Service: Julia was on the Developing Com-
mittee and volunteered at The Landing: A Healing 
Place for Kids; she’s been both Councilmember and 
Council President at Bethlehem Lutheran Church; 
and for last six years has spear-headed team to both 
fundraise and participate in the Community Action 
‘Have a Heart’ Run.   

Statement: : I was born and raised in Sedro-Woolley and 
I have experienced the vibrant city it can be. Though 
economic times have created challenges for our city, 
the charm and hometown feel that makes it unique 
has remained. I would like to work with the commu-
nity and elected officials to develop economic growth 
without losing the essence of who we are. I raised my 
children in this town and feel strongly about preserv-
ing the historic character while continuing to provide 
opportunities for future generations. There are chal-
lenges before us that need to be addressed with much 
dialogue and information gathering before decisions 
are made; I would like to be that person who repre-
sents you. If elected, I would bring to the Council my 
experience and ability to actively listen to every side of 
the issue, promote communication, and provide clear 
understanding of issues that need to be addressed. 
Chief among them are public safety, revitalization of 
downtown, and providing well supported public utili-
ties and services, all of which impacts each citizen of 
Sedro-Woolley. I would be honored to represent you; I 
value your input and concerns regarding our commu-
nity. Together we can and will make a difference.

Contact: (360) 855-1070; parker57_1@live.com 
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Charles (Chuck) Owen Hugh Galbraith 

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience: Chuck has vast experi-
ence of leading and serving people. He served in the 
United States Navy and worked in the local logging 
industry. He held management positions at Intalco 
Aluminum Company 13 years, and Hansen Boat 
Company for 14. After retirement, Chuck was Area 
Manager over Forest Service parks in Mt.Baker, Sno-
qualmie National Forest 6 years. He is currently em-
ployed at Sedro Woolley Yard Waste and Recycle. 
Education: Chuck has academic achievements in In-
dustrial Relations, Effective Presentation, and Public 
Speaking  
Community Service: Sedro Woolley Planning Commis-
sion Meals on Wheels Sedro Woolley Crime Watch 
Sedro Woolley Senior Center 

Statement: Sedro Woolley is my home, and has been 
for the past 57 years. I believe this is a great place to 
live and raise a family. I have noticed some negative 
changes too, including high taxes, like the $20 car tab 
tax. We can’t keep raising taxes and think that will solve 
all of our problems. I want to work together with the 
citizens of this community and the other elected officials 
to improve the economy and standard of living in this 
city, today, and for the future generations. I support any 
reasonable plan to attract buisness. We need jobs and 
tax revenue from businesses if Sedro Woolley is go-
ing to thrive. Some of the issues that are important to 
me are employment opportunities for our citizens, eco-
nomic development, visual appearance and up keep of 
the city, and integrity in the government. I have been 
happily married to Virginia for 57 years, and raised two 
children in Sedro Woolley. If elected I will work hard to 
serve this community to the best of my ability. If leader-
ship doesn’t change, our city is facing a downhill slide. 
We need leaders who will solve problems. For positive 
changes, vote Chuck Owen.
Contact: (360) 855-0978;  
charlesowen3180@comcast.net;  
www.facebook.com/chuckowenforsedrowoolley 

Elected Experience: City councilman ward 5 (3 terms). 
Board member Janicki Cove, Association Board mem-
ber Foothills Condo Association 
Other Professional Experience: Teacher 31 years in the 
Sedro Woolley School District. Owned and operated 
Jeremiahs Drive In for ten years. Own and oversee 
rentals in Oak Harbor, Burlington and Sedro Woolley.  
Education: New Mexico Military Institute-Associates 
of Arts degree. Central Washington University-
Bachelor of Arts degree. Western Washington Uni-
versity-5th year certificate. 2 years additional grad-
uate work. 
Community Service: Coached Little League baseball, 
soccer and youth basketball. Volunteer fireman. Di-
aconate board member 

Statement: Many projects have been completed during 
my service over the last 12 years. We have a new city 
hall, police station, evidence building, a new fire sta-
tion at city hall, and a fire station built on Highway 9. 
 
We, as a city, have improved roads in and around 
our city during my terms of office. Roads includ-
ed in this projects were Cook Road, McGarigle Rd, 
Metcalf Street, Township Street, 3rd Street, High-
ways 9 and 20. This work has established Sedro 
Woolley for growth and business in the future.  
 
Sedro Woolley has a new green company at-
tempting to come into our city which will pro-
vide good livable wage jobs. We are working to 
make the transition for this to happen smoothly. 
 
A vote for me will provide a progressive and prepared 
plan towards our city’s future.
Contact: (360) 856-5946; chrisandhugh@yahoo.com

City of Sedro-Woolley  |  Council Ward 5  |  4-year term



56 Anacortes School District |  Director Position 3  |  4-year term

Marilyn Hanesworth 

Elected Experience: no information submitted
Other Professional Experience: Software Developer, In-
tegra; Former Mechanical Engineer at Black & Veatch 
and Boeing. 
Education: B.S., Harvey Mudd College; M.S. Mechani-
cal Engineering, University of Washington. 
Community Service: Girl Scout Troop Co-leader (10 
years); Youth Soccer Coach; Anacortes Family Cen-
ter volunteer; Anacortes Schools Foundation STEM 
committee member; AHS Career Day Coordinator; 
PTA volunteer including coordinating Yearbook Club, 
Reflections Art Program and Young Authors for many 
years at Fidalgo Elementary; Classroom Volunteer

Statement: : With two children currently attending 
school in Anacortes, I have a vested interested in the 
future of our local schools. As an active PTA and class-
room volunteer, I have some understanding of the 
challenges our teachers, administrators, students and 
parents face every day. I hope to provide a parent’s 
perspective and be a channel of communication be-
tween the many other parents in the district and the 
school board.

Contact: (360) 299-0473; mahanesworth@gmail.com

Unopposed 
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William Shaw 

Elected Experience: none
Other Professional Experience: Oceanographer.  Research 
Professor at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, CA for the last 10 years.  Previously a re-
search associate at University of California, Santa 
Barbara and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 
Woods Hole, MA.    
Education: BSc in Civil Engineering, Princeton Univer-
sity, 1993PhD in Oceanography, Massuchusetts Insi-
tute of Technology  
Community Service: Founding President and Lead Peti-
tioner of Bay View Academy, a public charter school 
in Monterey, CA.  Science Fair Judge.  Board of Direc-
tors, Bay View Academy Charter School. Classroom 
Volunteer.  Scientific mentor to high school and col-
lege students. 

Statement: Growing up, education was a high priority 
in my family. It is a pursuit and passion that continues 
with me to this day. I seek to bring to the Anacortes 
School Board the analytical and communication skills 
that I have developed as a scientist and the knowledge 
of school operations and innovative teaching approach-
es that I learned as a charter school founder of charter 
school. As a new resident of Anacortes, I look forward to 
learning from and working with the community.
Contact: (360) 899-4256; williamjshaw@icloud.com 
 

Anacortes School District  |  Director Position 4 |  4-year term

Unopposed No photo  
submitted



58 Anacortes School District |  Director Position 5  |  4-year term

Karl W. Yost 

Elected Experience: Director, Anacortes School District 
2009-15 (2 terms) 
Other Professional Experience: Yost Brothers, LLC (water/
waste treatment, remediation, technology develop-
ment, consulting); 38 years environmental construc-
tion, remediation; water/waste treatmentInventor/
Co-inventor: treatment of metals/radionuclides in 
soil/solid waste and impermeable asphalt waste con-
tainment patents; Teacher: Manton, MI; MI Depart-
ment of Corrections 
Education: B.A, Albion College, Honors in Biology, 
Teaching certification; Graduate Studies, Central 
Michigan University, Stream Ecology 
Community Service: Education of youth for over 30 
years – school board, coach, classroom speaker, field 
trips, Site Council, hiring committees, chaperone, ad-
vocate for early learning and at risk youth. Church 
Elder, Scout Master. 

Statement: For the past six years I have had the great 
honor, privilege, and pleasure to serve our community 
on the Anacortes School Board. During that time, the 
board, district, and staff have made great accomplish-
ments to better educate our students by preparing them 
for college and careers. Major efforts were put forth by 
all to: develop a far-reaching strategic plan; enhance in-
struction in the class room with personal development 
and the Teacher/Principal Evaluation Program (TPEP); 
increase academic rigor; institute measures to identify 
and service the needs of at risk students; and hire a new 
superintendent. You the voters have graciously and gen-
erously supported the results from this work by passing 
O&M levies; a new-to-Anacortes Technology Levy, and 
a bond measure to construct and modernize our high 
school. Over the next few years, we must all continue 
the work to best educate our students, as well as con-
struct the high school project ensuring that your funds 
are properly spent to serve our students and communi-
ty for many years to come. With my background in con-
struction coupled with my board experience, I believe I 
can provide guidance to best accomplish both entwined 
missions.
Contact: (360) 299-0324; karlwyost@gmail.com 

Unopposed 
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David D. Lowell 

Elected Experience: January 2010 to present,  Burling-
ton-Edison School Board.
Other Professional Experience: I have been an attorney 
for 22 years; practicing in Skagit Valley since 1995. 
I served in US Army Reserves from 2002 to 2013. 
Graduate of Army Officer Advanced/Basic school. 
Education: I attended Anacortes High, Seattle Univer-
sity (business degree) and earned my law degree at 
Creighton University. 
Community Service: I volunteer at the Community Ac-
tion Clinic. 

Statement: I have served as a Board 
member since January 2010.        
 
Each morning, our precious youth head off to school.  
These children deserve the very best education. 
 
My desire is for each student to receive a well-balanced 
education in traditional academic subjects (math, reading 
and science), as well as other equally pertinent subjects 
such as art, drama, athletics, music, band and others.        
Despite constant budget constraints, I will not waiver 
in my belief on funding this essential core curriculum.        
 
Our local citizens pay 75% of the costs of education.    
This is daunting on the local taxpayer.       I will be a 
thoughtful steward of your tax money.      I will not sup-
port any prospective levy or bond that is not essential.  
 
Our district could be confronted with the challenge of 
building future schools or remodeling existing ones.      
Our board has placed into practice the proper ana-
lytical tools needed to make well informed decisions. 
 
I believe that community visibility and accessibil-
ity is essential.    I attend most athletic/school events 
and I have children in the system.    I will make my-
self available to listen to comments or concerns.    
 
I would appreciate your continued support
Contact: (360) 757-1702; david@lowell-law.com 

Burlington-Edison School District  |  Director District 1  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



60 Burlington-Edison School District |  Director District 3  |  4-year term

Bill Wallace 

Elected Experience: 8 Years B-E School Board 
Other Professional Experience: 36 Years Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources ( 21 years as 
Northwest Region Manager, retired in 2010) 
Education: Bachelor of Science, Oregon State Univer-
sity  
Community Service: + B-E Kiwanis, immediate past pres-
ident + B-E Education and Alumni Foundation (2006 
to present) + B-ESD Facilities Committee (1999-2007) 
+ B-ESD Technology Committee (1996-2000) + B-ESD 
Citizens Advisory Committee (1993-1996) 

Statement: : It has been my honor to serve on the 
Burlington-Edison School Board for the past eight 
years. I take the responsibility of helping to educate 
our students extremely seriously. My role, along with 
the other four school directors, is to oversee school 
district business. This includes student achieve-
ment, being good stewards of taxpayer dollars and 
connecting with our community. I place a prior-
ity on gathering and sharing relevant information 
so that the board, administration and community 
make the best decisions for students and the district. 

I have learned a lot during my first two terms. Edu-
cation is a complex business with many standards 
and expectations at the federal, state and local lev-
els, along with a limited budget to achieve them. 
I will continue to work hard helping the Burlington-
Edison School District, along with its outstanding 
education team, maintain a long tradition of suc-
cessfully preparing students for a changing world. 

I would appreciate your vote. Thank you.

Contact: (360) 757-2530; wlwallace1@comcast.net

Unopposed 
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Rich Wesen 

Elected Experience: Director for the Burlington-Edison 
School District for five years. 
Other Professional Experience: Partner in our family dairy 
farm. 
Education: Bachelor of Science in Aeronautics and As-
tronautics from the University of Washington 
Community Service: Burlington-Edison Kiwanis for thir-
ty years, B-E Citizens’ Advisory Committee for three 
years, President of the Burlington-Edison Education 
Association for Kids (Back to School Fair Committee) 
for twelve years, Edison Booster Club for ten years, 
Burlington Healthy Community Coalition for seven 
years 

Statement: I am a lifelong Burlington-Edison School Dis-
trict resident whose four children attended Burlington-
Edison schools and went on to higher education. Even 
though these have been challenging times, it has been 
a pleasure to serve as a school board member for the 
past five years. I have worked hard to strengthen our 
district by attending conferences, district events, and by 
fulfilling my director responsibilities to the best of my 
ability. Though there have been budget challenges, stu-
dent programs have been maintained and I hope they 
can be expanded in the future. As mandated require-
ments change, I believe I can provide the right balance 
between Burlington-Edison tradition and innovation.
Contact: (360) 766-6850; rwesen@hotmail.com 

Burlington-Edison School District  |  Director District 4  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



62 Darrington School District |  Director At-Large, Position 5  |  2-year unexpired term

Joe Perrault 

Elected Experience: Currently serving as a ‘member at 
large’ with the Darrington School District Board of Di-
rectors 
Other Professional Experience: Retired after 32 years with 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources. 
Education: Associate’s Degree in Forestry 
Community Service: Adult/Youth Mentor, Volunteer 
Coach, GED/HSE Instructor  

Statement: : As a 25-year resident of Darrington and a 
parent who raised three children within our beauti-
ful community, I recognize the importance of public 
education for America’s youth so they are prepared to 
be our future. As a Darrington School Board member, 
I will continue to work diligently with students, par-
ents, Darrington School District staff, and Board col-
leagues to promote a safe enviornment and positive 
educational experience with a focus toward academic 
excellence

Contact: (425) 923-4575; joencfs@gmail.com

Unopposed No photo  
submitted
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Robert Coffey 

Elected Experience: 9 years as a member on the Mount 
Vernon School District Board of Directors including 3 
years service as its president.  
Other Professional Experience: Retired physician and cur-
rent medical math instructor at Skagit Valley College 
Education: no information submitted
Community Service: no information submitted 

Statement: I have faithfully served the students, staff, and 
community of the Mount Vernon School District for the 
past nine years. In the process I have gained a reputa-
tion as a constructive and collaborative leader advocat-
ing for the very best in education for all students in the 
district and am known for supporting high quality work-
ing conditions for all staff. My leadership has helped 
the Mount Vernon School District show continuous, 
progressive inprovement during my tenure as a school 
board director.
Contact: (360) 428-6915; robcoffey@comcast.net 

Mount Vernon School District  |  Director District 2  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



64 Mount Vernon School District |  Director District 3  |  4-year term

Thomas (TJ) Larrick 

Elected Experience: Seven plus years on the Mt. Vernon 
School Board 
Other Professional Experience: State Representative for 
Directors at the National Level. Fifteen plus years at 
Management level. Fifteen plus years in developing, 
evaluating, and managing programs. Twenty plus 
years in the Education system. Fifteen plus years in 
the Special education realm; public and private sec-
tors.Twenty plus years in an advocacy role. Twenty 
plus years career advising and assisting diverse pop-
ulations. Five plus years in the marketing/ PR realm. 
Twenty-four years in USN  
Education: Masters in Management-University of 
Phoenix. Masters Certificate in Business Administra-
tion- Tulane University. Human Resources Certificate- 
Skagit Valley College. 
Community Service: 

Statement: :  I have lived in the valley for over seventeen 
years and have one daughter a graduate of MT. Vernon 
High School and another one soon to graduate. I am 
married to a public school teacher and have worked 
myself in the public school system for over eight years. 
Presently I oversee a program that helps invididuals 
that are disabled find employment and gain life skills. 
I feel that a strong education is important to our com-
munity, our state and the students going through 
our system. Our students deserve the opportunity to 
have a strong education to either go to College, into a 
trade, or work that prepares them for the real world. 
 
I am proud of our District, the Community and being a 
School Board member. 

Contact: (360) 848-0352; tjlarrick@comcast.net

Unopposed No photo  
submitted
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Christina Jepperson 

Elected Experience: no information submitted  
Other Professional Experience: Registered Nurse at the 
University of Washington Medical Center from 1999-
2012. Registered Nurse Skagit Valley Hospital 2009-
2011. Advance Registered Nurse Practioner- Benson’s 
Medical Group since 2015.  
Education: Seattle Pacific University BSN 1999. Gon-
zaga University MSN 2014. 
Community Service: Lyman Elementary School Parent 
Volunteer 2009-current. Sedro Woolley School Dis-
trict Bond and Levy Co-Chair. Lyman Parent Group 
President 2013-Current. 

Statement: I am the mother of two wonderful children 
both attending Lyman Elementary School. As a parent, 
I see the impact a good education can have on our chil-
dren. Our schools create the fabric of our community. 
At school children learn hard work, team work, and re-
sponsibility. Sedro Woolley School district prepares our 
children to join the work force or pursue advanced edu-
cational degrees and because of this I ask for your vote. 
 
I am passionate about our children’s education. I 
want parents to feel their children are reaching their 
full potential and are learning in a nurturing and 
safe environment. I want children to love attend-
ing school, eager to see what each day will bring.  
 
School Boards must be fiscally responsible, socially re-
sponsible, and responsible to our  community. My work 
as a nurse and nurse practitioner has taught me to lis-
ten to others, educate and teach, and be responsible for 
my actions. I hope that you will elect me as your next 
School Board Member. Thank you.
Contact: (360) 826-4579; osmrducks@hotmail.com 

Sedro-Woolley School District  |  Director District 2  |  4-year term

Unopposed 



66 Sedro-Woolley School District |  Director District 3  |  4-year term

Rich Weyrich Gary K Johnson 

Elected Experience: Sedro-Woolley School Board 2003 
to present; Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney 2007 
to present.
Other Professional Experience: Chief Criminal Deputy 
Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney; City of Sedro-
Woolley Prosecutor; City of Mount Vernon Prosecu-
tor; private law practice; Board of Directors Skagit 
Recovery; Board of Directors Central Skagit Rural Li-
brary.
Education: Anacortes High School; Undergraduate De-
gree University of Washington; Gonzaga Law School 
JD.
Community Service: Volunteer and Auction Chairman 
at Big Lake Elementary School; Board of Directors 
Sedro-Woolley Little League and Skagit County Youth 
Soccer Associations; Sedro Woolley Rotary Club; Lit-
tle League and Youth Soccer coach in Sedro-Woolley; 
guest speaker in schools regarding work experience 
and choices for students

Statement: : I am a proud supporter of Sedro-Woolley 
schools where my two sons graduated. Great things 
are happening and I will work to see that they con-
tinue. Cascade Middle School was rebuilt with our lat-
est bond and the latest levy added new technology 
for the challenges our children will be facing as we 
send them out in the world. A new turf field was add-
ed, bringing many new events into the community 
and helping expand our physical education program. 
 
Wonderful and exciting things are happening; all day kin-
dergarten, a reinstitution of our auto repair program and 
increased emphasis on areas such as woods and welding. 
We have been adding AP classes every year to help our stu-
dents going on to college a jump start with college credits. 
 
Our extended High School graduation rate is over 92% 
and our readiness for high school test scores rose over 
10% in the last year. We continue to move forward in-
stituting the STEM program (science, technology, engi-
neering and math) throughout the District so that our 
students will be more competitive in the world beyond 
school.  A number of our schools have been Washington 
Achievement winners for the last 2 years. I appreciate 
your support.

Contact: (360) 540-3111; weyspin@hotmail.com

Elected Experience: No experience  
Other Professional Experience:  ENT & Facial Plastic Sur-
geon:  Local Hospitals, 1975-present, Manager:  Cas-
cade Ear, Nose, & Throat Medical Clinic, 1975-pres-
ent, Assistant Clinical Professor, ENT, Head, Neck 
Surgery, University of Washington School of Medi-
cine, 1974-present
Education: Sedro-Woolley High School, 1961, Pacific 
Lutheran University, B.S. Chemistry and Biology, 
1965, University of Washington School of Medicine, 
M.D., 1969, Surgical residency, UCLA, 1969-1971
Residency, University of Washington- ENT, Head, 
Neck Surgery 1971-1974
Community Service: Head Start Provider of the Year, Vol-
unteer Instructor Pacific Northwest Medical School- 
4 years, Volunteered at an Orphanage, Mexico- 11 
years, Lead service trips:  California, Mexico
Volunteer presenter:  physician seminars, Mexico, Li-
censed foster parent   

Statement: : Since my father was an educator for 15 years, 
then came to Clear Lake as principal, then as Assistant 
Superintendent until retirement, my heritage is in edu-
cation.  Several of my family members are also educa-
tors.  Except for medical training, I have been a lifelong 
resident of Skagit County.  I have lived for 37 years in 
District 3.  If elected, I am excited to serve my 10 grand-
children and other children as a school board member. 
 
I treat children with hearing, speech and learning dif-
ficulties in my medical practice which has made me 
passionate about having educational opportuni-
ties available, so all children are able to reach their 
full potential.  I have been involved in decision mak-
ing and problem solving in my medical practice and 
will be able to use that ability as a board member. 
 
We have benefitted from the Sedro-Woolley Schools 
by sending our six children and now our grandchil-
dren through its schools.  I have watched the progress 
of Sedro-Woolley schools for many years and want to 
have a hand in its excellence and continued growth.  I 
agree with the school board’s foundational strategies of 
achievement, equity, stewardship, life-long learning and 
development of partnerships with our community.

Contact: (360) 422-6661; johnson.gk@frontier.com
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Balisa Koetje Al Dennis 

Elected Experience: Commissioner - Skagit County Pub-
lic Hospital District #1, Former Conway School Board 
Director 
Other Professional Experience: Windermere Commercial 
Real Estate 2005 - Present, Managing Broker, Skagit 
Valley Properties 1990 - 2005, Broker and Property 
Manager, Rainier Bank (currently Bank of America), 
Municipal and Corporate Finance 
Education: BA Whitworth University - Majors Business 
Management & Accounting Minor - Economics   
Community Service: Current Co-Director of Nomada 
Endowment Fund, Windermere Foundation, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital Guild Member (Former Presi-
dent), Former Conway School Board Director (Former 
Board President), Former YMCA Board member, 

Statement: I have a passion for Healthcare and Education 
and a deep interest in how we can embrace it to benefit 
our community. My years in municipal finance gave me 
an understanding of how the finances of Public Hospi-
tals and Public Schools operate differently than for profit 
businesses. However it has been my work as a Commis-
sioner for Skagit County PHD #1, a volunteer for Seattle 
Children’s Hospital and a former School Board member 
that has educated and driven me to focus on the needs 
of our community. We have a vast population in Skagit 
County both in age and diversity which generates many 
different health issues. The landscape of healthcare is 
changing as we know it and as a Commissioner I be-
lieve communication is vital. I have the experience and 
I am committed to listening to you, our community and 
to continually educate myself in order to make informed 
decision. These are exciting times in healthcare and we 
have a lot ahead of us as we embark on an exciting 
new journey. Together we will improve the health of our 
community. I am focused, dedicated and committed. I 
am asking for your support. Thank you.
Contact: (360) 421-4111; balisa@windermere.com 
 

Elected Experience: No elected experience 
Other Professional Experience: 16 years owner of Dennis 
Construction, 24 years experience as an RN – Critical 
Care, Dialysis, STAT Nurse  
Education: BA Zoology, University of Washington 
1975, ADN Skagit Valley College 1991Nursing certi-
fications in Critical Care and Nephrology 
Community Service: US Army, Artillery Officer with 
Vietnam Service (bronze star), Chairman of the Re-
modeler’s Council of Skagit Island Builder’s Assoc., 
Education director SICBA, Youth soccer sponsor, 
past co-chair of the local WSNA unit at Skagit Valley 
Hospital  

Statement: I feel strongly that the primary mission of 
Skagit Valley hospital is to deliver safe, efficient care to 
our patients. Working as a hospital RN has given me an 
opportunity to see what works and what doesn’t. Pa-
tient care is the essence of why the Board exists. Every 
time the board makes a decision the members must 
ask themselves. “How will this effect patient care?” My 
executive experience in the Army and sixteen years 
running a construction business helps me see to see 
the big picture from the business/community view-
point. My twentyfour years of hospital nursing allows 
me to see the micro-picture as seen from the hospital 
bedside. MD’s, other nurses, technicians, therapists, 
housekeepers, engineers, unit assistants, etc, all have 
insights that can, and do, impact the smooth running 
of the hospital. Being a conduit of these voices to the 
board will help guide good decision-making.
Contact: (360) 424-9866; aladennis@comcast.net

Hospital District 1  |  Commissioner Position 1  |  6-year term
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Peter Browning Pattie K. Lewis 

Elected Experience: No previous Elected Experience 
Other Professional Experience:  Business Owner, 25 
years working in healthcare and public health, Past 
Director of Public Health for Skagit County (18 Years), 
Clinical Professor for the University of Washington in 
Public Health, Northwest Incident Command Board. 
Past chair of Washington State Association of Public 
Health Officials. 
Education: WSU 1972-76, Western Washington Univer-
sity 1984-1987 BA and Masters in Cultural Anthropol-
ogy.
Community Service: Past member of YMCA Board, Unit-
ed Way Board, Arthritis Regional Board, 20 years in 
Skagit Mount Vernon Rotary including Past President.

Statement: : Peter Browning has spent a good portion 
of his professional career working to keep people 
healthy. The foundation of Public Health is to work 
preventatively to keep people as healthy as possible 
for as long as possible. Peter’s time in health care has 
been spent working to create systems that keep the 
whole population healthy and when that is not pos-
sible, to make sure people who are in need of care get 
the most appropriate level of care.  Peter’s consulting 
company is currently working to help hospitals, pri-
vate healthcare providers, Medicare/Medicaid provid-
ers, dentists, mental health providers, substance use/
abuse professionals and other components of the 
healthcare system to define roles and how to best 
serve their population. Peter is a systems thinker and 
his goal is to make sure that, as a Hospital Commis-
sioner, he will encourage Hospital District #1 to strive 
for the most cost effective and medically appropriate 
care while at the same time continually looking for 
ways to improve the populations health.

Contact: (360) 770-4321;  
pbrowning.solutions@gmail.com

Elected Experience: Appointed to the Board of Directors 
for Skagit Regional Health in April, 2008.  Elected by 
the voters in 2009 to serve a six year term. 
Other Professional Experience:  Finance Director for 
Skagit Community Mental Health for 17 years. Joined 
Skagit Hospice Foundation Board of Trustees in 2001, 
served as Board President in 2007.  
Education: Graduated from Central Washington Uni-
versity – BA in History/Business.
Community Service: Volunteer at the Friendship House, 
Padilla Bay Beach Clean Up, Helping the Elderly at 
various Nursing Homes, Hosting a Foreign Student 
from Skagit Valley College.  

Statement: : I am running for reelection because my 
work is not yet complete with Skagit Regional Health.  
We are currently working on a substantial relation-
ship with the University of Washington and the poten-
tial lease of a hospital in Snohomish County.  In the 
emerging era of Health Care Reform, my desire is to 
lower cost and to engage in education for my com-
munity.  As a Commissioner, we are on the frontline in 
providing access to affordable healthcare.  I am pas-
sionate about, and have always given the highest pri-
ority to advocate for Quality Care and Patient Safety, 
including the mentally ill, minorities, hospice (end of 
life), children and the elderly in our community.  I have 
served on Community Outreach, Finance, Executive 
Quality of Care, Medical Education, Credentials, Hos-
pital Foundation, Compensation and Labor Commit-
tees.  In 2011, I served as Board President.  It has been 
my honor and privilege to serve my community as a 
Hospital Commissioner since 2008.  I look forward to 
continuing to serve my community

Contact: (360) 630-1170; pattieklew@comcast.net 
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Bruce G. Lisser 

Elected Experience: Commissioner, Public Hospital Dis-
trict No. 1 1996-1999 and 2008-2015   
Other Professional Experience: Licensed Professional 
Land Surveyor, Licensed obtained in 1985. Current 
chair of the Washington State Hospital Association 
(WSHA) Governance Committee and current exoficio 
member of the WSHA Board, I have held this position 
since 2011   
Education: BS Forestry Management, Washington 
State University, 1977  
Community Service: Current member Skagit/Mount 
Vernon Rotary Club, International Chair, Past Presi-
dent Mount Vernon Rotary Club, Past Board member 
Skagit Valley Hospital Foundation and Past Board 
member Museum of Northwest Art 

Statement: It is a privilege and honor to serve as 
one of your elected commissioners for Skagit 
Valley Hospital and Skagit Regional Health.  
 
Area residents are fortunate to be served by Skagit 
Regional Health. Our once stand-alone hospital has 
become a regional health care system – one which, 
through strong leadership, great vision and fiscal re-
sponsibility – provides access to quality care to the 
communities we serve. These services now include a 
Regional Cancer Care Center, surgical services which 
include advanced heart care and orthopedics, enhanced 
diagnostics, a Kidney Dialysis Center, the Wound Heal-
ing Center, a Children’s Therapy Program, a renovated/
enlarged mental health care facility, a Level III (3) Emer-
gency/Trauma center as well as clinics in three counties. 
 
Skagit Regional Health also provides programming to 
promote the health of our communities with exercise, 
diet and other services which give many residents 
the tools necessary to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
 
In this time of rapid change within the health care in-
dustry, I look forward to helping maintain quality local 
health care which is accessible to all residents within the 
Skagit Regional Health service area. Thank you for your 
vote of confidence.
Contact: (360) 424-0408; bruce@lisser.com 
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Unopposed 
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Warren Tessler 

Elected Experience: no information submitted
Other Professional Experience: Trust Accounting Center, 
Marketing Director La Vie en Rose Bakery, Owner Valley 
Health Network, CEO HCHP of NE, Director - Provider 
NetworkHospital Management Professionals, Consul-
tant/CEOWentworth-Douglass Hospital, COO Boston 
City Hospital, Director, Emergency Medical ServicesE-
manuel Hospital,  Director - Surgical, Emergency, Am-
bulatory Services 
Education: BA, Arizona State University MBA, Portland 
State University Diploma in Baking and Pastry Arts, 
Johnson and Wales University  
Community Service: Anacortes Noon Kiwanis Club, Trea-
surer Anacortes Arts Festival,  Treasure Anacortes Fam-
ily Center, Treasurer Anacortes Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee, Co-chair Anacortes Parks Foun-
dation, Trustee Anacortes Learning and Lunches, Chair 
Guemes Channel Trail Planning Committee 

Statement: :  A strong, vibrant hospital and health-
care system are critical to the well being of our 
community. We are very fortunate that Island Hos-
pital is successful and offers a diverse range of ser-
vices that are often not found in communities our size. 
 
Quality healthcare is important to everyone. As the 
central health resource of our community, Island 
Hospital must successfully meet critical challenges 
such as medical and information technology, physi-
cian recruitment and retention, competition, chang-
ing payment systems and increased regulation. 
 
Twenty-seven years experience in healthcare manage-
ment, more time operating my own business, plus years 
of public service in Anacortes have combined to uniquely 
prepare me for the Island Hospital Board of Commissioners. 
 
I feel that we must meet the immediate needs that face 
us while, at the same time, strengthen our indepen-
dent hospital so as to best meet the uncertainties that 
lie ahead. We must lay a solid groundwork today so 
that we have a strong healthcare system in the future. 
 
I welcome the opportunity to be a part of the team that 
will work to meet the challenges of the coming years so 
that we can continue to succeed at providing excellent 
healthcare to everyone in our community 

Contact: (360) 941-3014; wtessler48@gmail.com; 
www.warren-tessler.com

Unopposed 
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Andrew C. Hunter 

Elected Experience: Began serving as a United General 
Hospital District 304 Commissioner in 2013 and re-
elected to the same positon in 2014.   
Other Professional Experience: Currently serves as Presi-
dent of SaviBank.  A 33-year banking veteran, held 
a variety of banking positions, primarily in Lending 
and Management.
Education: Sedro Woolley High School Graduate 1973; 
University of Washington (BS, Economics) 1977; 
Penn State (MS, Ag Economics) 1980, Thesis focused 
on financial viability of public health care centers 
in rural PA; University of Texas Graduate School of 
Community Bank Management 2000.
Community Service: United General Hospital Commis-
sioner; Past President/Island County Economic De-
velopment Council; Church leadership; Kiwanis Inter-
national; Youth baseball and basketball Coach

Statement: It has been a sincere pleasure and learning 
experience to serve as a United General Hospital District 
304 Commissioner during the past two years.  I look for-
ward to continuing to serve as a Commissioner, desiring 
to ensure that all residents of Hospital District 304 have 
easy access to health care, as well as providing qual-
ity education on preventive care and making positive 
health choices.  United General District 304’s mission 
is a commitment to improving the health and quality 
of life for the residents of the communities we serve.  I 
wholeheartedly believe in and support that mission and 
am dedicated to contributing to the progressive devel-
opment of United General Hospital.
Contact: (360) 420-9593; wjams1@gmail.com 

Hospital District 304  |  Commissioner Position 1  |  6-year term

Unopposed 
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Joe Verdoes Judy L. Berentson 

Elected Experience: no information submitted 
Other Professional Experience:  I have been self-em-
ployed for much of my life, first as a dairy farmer and 
then, since 1994, as a commercial fisherman. In be-
tween, I served as the Shire of Rodney’s Economic 
Development Officer in Australia. 
Education: Skagit Valley College - transfer of credits; 
University of Washington - Bachelor’s in Business 
Administration; Deakin University, Australia - Mas-
ters in Development Studies. 
Community Service: Port of Anacortes Marina Advisory 
Committee 2007- present, Washington Dept. Fish and 
Wildlife Shrimp Advisory Committee 2005-present, 
Skagit County Planning Commission 1986-89, I have 
also served as President, Puget Sound Shrimp Asso-
ciation; President Puget Sound Crab Association. 

Statement: : The Port of Anacortes has been an impor-
tant part of my business activities since 1994. For en-
trepreneurs such as me, the Port is a critically impor-
tant asset. As a community resource, it is central to 
the work, recreation and business activities of many, if 
not most, of the district’s citizens. If you own or work 
in a service business, it attracts customers for you. If 
you work in the marine trades, it is a job creator. If you 
are a resident—or visitor—you probably use the Port’s 
marine facilities or airport for recreation or transport.  

The Port of Anacortes is a key economic driver in our 
community. When it is managed responsibly, transpar-
ently and with integrity, everyone benefits. We need 
commissioners who are knowledgeable and whom 
you can trust. With my degrees in business and devel-
opment studies; my work as a commercial fisherman; 
and my service as a member of the Port of Anacortes 
Marina Advisory Committee, the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife Shrimp Advisory Commit-
tee, and the Skagit County Planning Commission, I 
have the leadership skills and experience to serve as 
a commissioner.

Contact: (360) 299-0401; joe@joe4port.com 

Elected Experience: none
Other Professional Experience:  I am an owner in Berent-
son, Inc., dba Berentson Plumbing and Judy’s Book-
keeping Service for 30+ years. I have a commercial 
pilot license and a flight instructor certificate and was 
on staff at Skagit Eagle Air as a part time flight in-
structor.  
Education: AA from Skagit Valley College. I have a 
Batchelor of Science Degree in Professional Aero-
nautics including a safety and business minor from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.
Community Service: YMCA Board Member, FAA Acci-
dent Prevention Counselor, 99’s Member. Berentson 
Plumbing has donated plumbing to Skagit Habitat for 
Humanity for 20+ houses.  Member of Skagit Island 
County Builders Association for over 23 years.

Statement: : I graduated from Sedro-Woolley High 
School in 1974.  I have been married to Dave Berent-
son for 33 years and have two children.  I am a 
member of Edison Lutheran Church.  Other in-
terests are piano, violin and Soo Bahk Do Karate.  
 
As a Port Commissioner I would support economic 
growth at the Marina and the water front.   I would 
like to focus on safety and security and environmen-
tal safety.  I would strive to protect all areas including 
Padilla Bay which is close to where I live in Bayview.

Contact: (360) 421-2046; dberentson@cio.net 
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Pat D. Mooney John Pope 

Elected Experience: Have served as Port Commissioner 
2000-2004, 2005-1/2, 2006, 2007-2011, 2012-2015
Other Professional Experience: Part Manager 2yrs., 
U.S.M.C. 4 yrs. 8 mos., Parts Manager 7 yrs., Owner 
Operator Piston Service 48 yrs. 
Education: Graduated Anacortes High School   
Community Service: Served Salvation Army advisory 
board 17yrs., Member First Baptist Church, Marine 
Corps League, Civic Affairs, Have serve as a Rotarian 

Statement: As one of 5 Anacortes Port Commission-
ers, I am committed to do my best with decision be-
ing made at the Port. Our port facility is noted as one 
of the best. We have a people friendly waterfront, and 
many businesses that operate as partners with the Port.  
 
I am proud to say that with my votes, we have signed a 
40 year lease with DCI Shipyard, settled the ILWU con-
tract, and finally signed a petroleum coke contract with 
Shell. We also settled the parking lot issue with the NESD. 
 
We have been able to purchase the Marine Hard-
ware and the Quiet Cove property, so as to al-
low Port growth. My moto: “buy adjacent property 
for future business and employment expansion.” 
 
Looking forward I would like to secure property for small 
boats, and possibly a launch facility. We should plan for an 
events center. Additionally we need to secure more prod-
ucts for shipping at our Marine Terminal. The Commis-
sion’s policy is to restrict tax expenditures for the benefit of 
the Anacortes Port Community. I fully support this policy. 
 
I am personally proud of what has been accomplished 
at the Port of Anacortes. I am asking for you vote for re-
election.
Contact: (360) 293-3260; sarg.patbetty@frontier.com 
 

Elected Experience: Anacortes School Board for 9 years, 
5 years as chair. Skagit Regional Transportation Plan-
ning Organization, 17 years.
Other Professional Experience: Engineering and Main-
tenance Management with Shell and Tesoro for 34 
years. Anacortes Chamber Board for 17 years. 
Education: Graduate of Gonzaga Prep, Spokane, WA.  
Graduated from UW with a BS in 1975 and BSME in 
1978.  Licensed Professional Engineer.   
Community Service: Long-standing Anacortes Kiwan-
is and Anacortes Small Boat Center member.  On 
the Tommy Thompson Trail, Sares Bluff, Waterfront 
Esplanade and Guemes Channel Trail committees. 
Served on transportation and Comprehensive Plan-
ning committees for Skagit County, SRTPO, the City 
and the Port of Anacortes.          

Statement: Anacortes needs a strong economy based 
on family wage jobs.  Diversity will help us with-
stand downturns in any one economic area. The port 
should promote fishing, marine services, manu-
facturing, industrial, tourism and technical sectors.  
 
The Port should champion community access to its 
waterways and port properties.  It is good business 
to be a good host.  Practicing safety and preserv-
ing ecologic health should be expectations for all.   
 
I stand for accountability and transparency in gov-
ernment and will not allow any violation of the open 
meetings act nor condone private negotiations be-
tween individual commissioners and port clients.   
 
Taxes should be kept low.  Land decisions must 
be strategic, well planned and financially sound.   
 
The Port should collaborate in planning, permit-
ting and economic development strategies with 
the City of Anacortes.  Lawsuits between these 
two governments are a waste of our tax dollars.  
 
We have all the advantages and have done much of the 
groundwork to make Anacortes the most attractive port 
on Puget Sound.  Let’s make it happen!   
Contact: (360) 293-7837; popejp@comcast.net

Port of Anacortes  |  Commissioner Position 4  |  4-year term
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William J. (Bill) Shuler Pola Kelley 

Elected Experience: 8 years Sedro-Woolley Council-
man.  51/2 years Port Commissioner
Other Professional Experience:  Executive Director Com-
munity Action of Skagit County.  Special Programs 
Manager Skagit Valley College.  Community Develop-
ment consultant Office of Community and Economic 
Development (Governors office) managed field of-
fice.  Associate planner Skagit County Planning Dept.  
Authored the counties initial Economic Development 
Plan and other related projects.
Education: College graduate 
Community Service: Member or former member:  Skagit 
County Community Foundation, Norlum Foundation, 
Chairman Housing Authority Skagit County, EDASC, 
SW Rotary, SW Eagles, Job Corp Scholarship Com-
mittee, Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council, chair-
man United Way Campaign and numerous others. 

Statement: : Port of Skagit Mission: “Good jobs for 
our community”. The commission and staff have 
worked extremely hard to fulfill this commitment. 
Since I was elected commissioner the port has ex-
perienced unprecedented growth. Gielow Pickles, 
Skagit Valley Malting, and Mavrik Marine LLC, to 
name only a few new businesses. Existing busi-
nesses such as Hexcell and Team Co are expanding. 
Much has been accomplished in a short time but 
there is much more to do. If reelected I will do my 
utmost to ensure the port keeps moving forward. 

The Port also has a major new initiative under-
way at the old Northern State site. Janicki’s Bio-
energy’s omni processor project has incred-
ible potential for many high quality jobs locally. 

Your Port is about much more than acquiring 
and managing properties. Infrastructure, forg-
ing partnerships, developing economic strategies 
and recognizing and embracing new opportuni-
ties are just a few commissioner responsibilities. 

I think we have an exceptional commission whose 
strength is based on mutual respect, openness 
to new ideas, sound decision making, and fair-
ness to all. It has been an honor to serve. I believe 
I have demonstrated the experience, skills, and 
leadership necessary for a robust progressive port. 

I would deeply appreciate your support.

Contact: (360) 855-1882; wnshuler@comcast.net

Elected Experience: Manager Nugget Mall, Juneau; 
DOL, State of Alaska, Juneau; Aide to Dean, Gonza-
ga Graduate School; Constituent Clerk, U.S. Senator 
Adams; Marketing, Welch Environmental Services; 
Owner, Pola Kelley Insurance Agency; Sedro-Woolley 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors - Presi-
dent, 3 years; ED, 6 years.
Other Professional Experience:  S-WHS diploma; Gonza-
ga University, BA in PoliSci and Speech Communica-
tion; and Post grad studies in Organizational Leader-
ship. Leadership Skagit 2011.  
Education: PHUGMC Governing Board;  formerly Advi-
sory Board; a founder of SBA; SCCEDA, former presi-
dent; Boys and Girls Clubs Community Board; Sedro-
Woolley Leadership Group; Cascade Loop, Board of 
Directors. Member of EDASC, the AWB, the WCCE, 
and the WTA.
Community Service: YMCA Board Member, FAA Acci-
dent Prevention Counselor, 99’s Member. Berentson 
Plumbing has donated plumbing to Skagit Habitat for 
Humanity for 20+ houses.  Member of Skagit Island 
County Builders Association for over 23 years.

Statement: : Skagit Valley means home to me. Ev-
ery time I emerge into the Valley from Conway or 
Bow Hills, I have an intense sense of home and how 
much I love being here. Having lived in Skagit Val-
ley for most of my life I will always love, respect, 
and honor its natural beauty.  My family came to 
Skagit County in 1920 and enjoyed a comfortable life. 
 
Yet change happened and, for those of us in Port District 
3, it was not all good as many of the jobs we counted 
on were lost. Now our community is on the verge of a 
major breakthrough in technology and manufacturing. 
We can still offer a beautiful place to live, while provid-
ing good-paying jobs. An example is the development 
of the Northern State Campus, which is vital to sustain-
able and controlled growth. Skagit Valley will become 
the 21st century leader in world-changing technology.   
 
Forward thinking and positive action are the keys. The 
Chamber has been one avenue to being a part of what 
is new and exciting, but I would like to see plans move 
forward into action. As Port Commissioner I will work 
for you, creating good jobs and a strong, vital com-
munity.

Contact: (360) 855-0616; p.kelley2015@outlook.com 
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Jerry Kaufman David Smoots 

Elected Experience: no information submitted
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted 
Education: no information submitted   
Community Service: no information submitted 

Statement: no information submitted
Contact: (360) 757-0800; jerik2@comcast.net 
 

Elected Experience: Fire Commissioner for Skagit Coun-
ty Fire District 6 
Other Professional Experience: Trustee 7 years for Mount 
Vernon Elks, 3 as Chairman. 43 years in the construc-
tion industry, 23 as a journeyman carpenter and twen-
ty as an estimator/ project manager/ site superinten-
dent. 
Education: Graduate Mount Vernon High School, Uni-
versity of Washington in Building Construction.   
Community Service: no information submitted         

Statement: David Smoots became involved with the Fire 
District in 2009. Appointed in 2012, elected in 2013. 
 
Since becoming a Commissioner Dave has 
worked hard to assure that all residents of the 
District receive the best quality service possible. 
 
Dave’s accomplishments include initiating refinanc-
ing the District’s bond, saving the District $60,000. 
The refinance also made it possible for the District 
to purchase a new fire engine. Reached out to and 
worked with San Juan County and Darrington Fire 
Departments in procuring bids for the new fire en-
gine. Helped facilitate the purchase of the new engine. 
 
Has taken the lead in developing a 10 year facilities 
plan for the District. Currently working with the Fire 
Chief and Secretary to review and update all District 
policies as required to keep up with current laws. 
 
Attended State Fire Commissioner conventions for 
the past three years. Has attended special educa-
tional seminars on various subjects important to the 
district. Many of the things learned at these events 
are being implemented in the District, helping to 
keep Fire District 6 in compliance with current laws. 
 
Gained skills in Grant writing which has led to the Dis-
rict applying for several Grants in the last two years.  
Contact: (360) 202-2963; dsmoots@frontier.com

Fire Protection District 6  |  Commissioner Position 3  |  6-year term

No photo  
submitted
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Larry Hawk 

Elected Experience: Skagit County Fire Commissioner 
District 7 since 2009 
Other Professional Experience:  OSHA 500 trained, traf-
fic control supervisor and manager, certified erosion 
control specialist, United States Marine Corps as a 
noncommissioned officer, Manager in service indus-
try and construction industry, Air Force JROTC
Education: FEMA emergency management Institute 
38 courses completed, Tacoma community college, 
Mariner High School Everett Washington
Community Service: Volunteer Lake Cavanaugh Fire 
Department eight years, Officer 2 terms at Tacoma 
Washington computer club, Teaching computer ba-
sics at Fort Lewis activity centers two years 

Statement: : I feel privileged to have the opportunity to 
serve our community last six years as Fire Commis-
sioner. I am committed to ensure that the best training 
for our firefighters is available for our Fire Department. 
My vision for Lake Cavanaugh includes working with 
the community and DNR to have a permanent helicop-
ter pad at Lake Cavanaugh for emergency landings. I 
will also make improving the response time for our 
EMTs and firefighters and fire apparatus my highest 
priority. I believe that with a possible second station, 
in the vicinity of South Shore and North shore drive, 
while keeping within our budget is something that’s 
Department should review. I continue to promise to be 
financially responsible and promised to protect and 
conserve community resources and taxpayer funds. 
Giving you the best Fire Department we can. I will 
continue to work with our other Commissioners, Chief 
and our firefighters to develop comprehensive disas-
ter plans so that when a disaster strikes, whether large 
or small; the plans are in place for the community. I 
am honored to represent you and be there for you.

Contact: (360) 422-8302; hawk.l@juno.com or  
comm_hawk@lake-cavanaugh.net 

Unopposed 
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Jonathan H LaCount Chester (Chet) Griffith 

Elected Experience: Elected to Position 3 Skagit Coun-
ty Fire Dist 8 six years ago. Executive board of the 
RMEF Skagit. 
Other Professional Experience: Self employed, volunteer 
with Skagit Fire 8 for 16 years, Past director of the 
Skagit Fire Recruit Academy. Past board member of 
the Skagit County Fire Training officers association. 
Past Owner of ARFF Training Concepts Inc providing 
fire training around the world. 
Education: Sedro Woolley High School Graduate, too 
many college courses to list. Leadership and pro-
fessional management certifications both State and 
Federal for Fire Service.    
Community Service: Volunteer with Skagit Fire 8, RMEF 
board member, Hamilton First Baptist Church, Dis-
abled Navy Veteran. 

Statement: As I have been very involved with our fire 
district for many years I wish to continue the hard 
work to manage the ability to continue to offer our 
fire district some of the best services we are able too. 
Contact: (360) 661-5353;  
jonathan@jonhenrytransport.com 
 

Elected Experience: Past District 10 Fire Commissioner 
Other Professional Experience: Incident Command System 
classes (ICS 100, 200, 400,700 and 800).Basic Law En-
forcement Reserve Academy: Certificate of Completion, 
1984 Advanced Patrol Officer: Certificate of Completion, 
1984 Washington State Criminal Justice Training Com-
mission; Burien, WA. EMT Evaluator/ instructor 
Education: Sedro-Woolley High School Skagit Valley 
College CWU Transportation management school  
Community Service: Fire fighter/EMT 28 years Past 
Loins Club Member 10 years. Skagit County Search 
and Rescue Member (ATV Group) 3 years          

Statement: In 1985 I joined the BirdsView fire Dept, in Dis-
trict 10.  In1986 I was promoted to Captain and stayed 
in that position until 1993.  I was elected as Fire Com-
missioner in District 10, from 1989-1993 until moving to 
Sedro-Woolley.  I joined the Sedro-Woolley fire depart-
ment in 1993. I was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
in 1995 I was again promoted to Captain in 1998. I stayed 
in that position until my retirement on April 1st 2015. 
 
I became a first-responder in 1985 and an EMT in 1999. 
With 28 years of service as a fire-fighter/EMT I’ve re-
sponded to over 3,000 calls and countless hours of 
training. The past 15 years I’ve also served as an EMT 
Instructor/evaluator, with Skagit county medic one. 
 
I have a strong commitment to the fire fighters and 
people in our community. My goal is to keep our 
fire fighters safe, provide them with updated equip-
ment and training.  As our area grows, we will con-
tinue to see our call volume increase in our com-
munity.  As fire commissioner I will do my best to 
keep our district moving, in a positive direction, as 
they are now, to meet the new challenges head on. 
 
Thank you 
Contact: (360) 853-5353; chestah@frontier.com

Fire Protection District 8  |  Commissioner Position 3  |  6-year term
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Larry Kibbee 

Elected Experience: Appointed to fill an unexpired term 
on the Skagit Fire District 13 Board of Commission-
ers - June 2014 Elected to three terms on the Shelter 
Bay Community and Company Board of Directors - 
2007-2013. 
Other Professional Experience: 36 years of public affairs 
and government relations experience representing 
the property/casualty insurance industry at the state 
and national levels. Fomer Deputy Insurance Com-
missioner -- Oregon Insurance Division 
Education: BA Degree - Journalism and Political Sci-
ence - University of South Dakota 
Community Service: President - Shelter Bay Board of Di-
rectors - 2009 to 2013Chairman - Skagit Business Al-
liance - 2011 to 2012Member - La Conner Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors - 2009 to 2013 

Statement: : I am running for Position 2 on the Fire Dis-
trict 13 Board of Commissioners to continue a commit-
ment I made when appointed to the position in 2014. 
Fire District 13 plays an important role in the safety 
and health of residents in its jurisdiction. Our respon-
sibility as a Board of Commissioners is to assure that 
these vital services are provided in the most profes-
sional and efficient manner possible. I am extremely 
proud of the work done by these volunteer first re-
sponders, and the District staff. I will work to see that 
taxpayer resources are allocated wisely to assure that 
excellent service record for the future.

Contact: (360) 466-4709; kibsail1@wavecable.com 

Unopposed 
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Charles (Chuck) Hedlund 

Elected Experience: Incumbent. Twelve years as Fire 
Commissioner of Fire District 13.  
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted 
Education: Graduate of La Conner High, 30+ years ex-
perience as a building engineer
Community Service: Long term member of La Conner 
Kiwanis, works with scholarship program, and active 
in Boys/Girls Club.

Statement: As a lifelong resident of our community, it 
would be an honor to represent my fellow residents of 
Fire District 13 as their fire commissioner as I have done 
for the past twelve years.  As a fellow taxpayer, I will 
work towards maintaining and continually improving 
our services in a frugal manner during these financially 
challenging times.  I support equal representation of all 
community members and promote continually improv-
ing transparency of all aspects of Fire District 13.    Your 
fire district has changed from volunteer to a 24/7 Resi-
dent/Shifter Program which has reduced our response 
times by over seven minutes while staying within exist-
ing budget.  With this growth and increases in demand 
for services, we are continually looking into cost effec-
tive, efficient and alternate ways to provide quality ser-
vice.
Contact: (360) 770-3355; royhorn@cnw.com 

Fire Protection District 13  |  Commissioner Position 3  |  6-year term

Unopposed 
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Clay Norris 

Elected Experience: I am a Battalion Chief for Rockport 
Fire District #19. 
Other Professional Experience: I’ve been a firefighter for 
Department of Natural Resources, I’ve been a vol-
unteer firefighter for the Rockport Fire Department 
for six years, and an Emgerency Medical Technician 
(EMT) for both Concrete and Rockport for a combined 
total of over 8 years. 
Education: no information submitted 
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : I have been part of the Rockport Fire De-
partment for over 6 years as both a fire fighter and 
EMT. I want to make sure our department and com-
munity have the resources needed in order for us to 
serve and help effectivitely in times of need. 

Contact: claynorris76@gmail.com 

Unopposed No photo  
submitted
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David Way 

Elected Experience: no information submitted  
Other Professional Experience: Six plus years working as 
an outdoor Recreation Manager with the Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources. Other pro-
fessional experience includes Wildland Firefighting.  
Education: Political Science Major from the University 
of Washington 
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: I want to see the Fidalgo Pool and Fitness 
Center thrive in years to come, so both younger and 
older members of the community will live healthy and 
satisfying lives.  The combination of my personal and 
professional experience will guide me as Commissioner 
2 of the District. I’ve helped facilitate a major public plan-
ning and development process with stakeholder com-
mittees. I also have extensive experience working with 
other local and state agencies, private landowners, and 
public recreationists.  I’ve managed capital development 
projects, as well as recreation facility maintenance and 
operations. During my tenure working for the State, I’ve 
gained the knowledge and experience necessary to help 
the Board of Commissioners make sound decisions that 
at will affect the current and future residents of Fidalgo 
Island in a positive way. Thank you for your vote.
Contact: (360) 319-6556; dway06@gmail.com 

Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District  |  Commissioner Position 2  |  4-year short/full term

Unopposed No photo  
submitted
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Melvin Larsen 

Elected Experience: no information submitted
Other Professional Experience: no information submitted 
Education: no information submitted 
Community Service: no information submitted

Statement: : I’m 55 years young, born and raised in 
Anacortes. My family came to Anacortes in the late 
1800’s. I graduated from Anacortes High School 
in 1978 and married my wonderful wife Peggy in 
1984. I have a 35 year old son, Brad and three dogs 
- Thor, Lucy and Jake. My hobbies include fish-
ing, crabbing, duck hunting and coin collecting.  

After high school I was employed in various positions 
at Whitney Fidalgo Cannery and the oil refineries. I also 
have experience in commercial fishing and working 
for a local nursing home. In 1986, I was hired at Island 
Hospital as a utility Engineer. For over 28 years I have 
applied myself at the hospital and learned everything I 
could about working in the Engineering Department. I 
have been promoted several times, going from Utility 
Engineer to Engineer one then Engineer two and now 
I’m a Hospital Tech Specialist. I wear a large number of 
hats every day in my Hospital Tech Specialist position. 

I’m lead Engineer in my department, assigning work 
and making sure work is efficiently completed. I per-
form most of the electrical work for the hospital and 
install all computer and phone connections. 

Contact: (360) 293-8484; melpeg@comcast.net 

Unopposed No photo  
submitted
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Town of Concrete 
Propositon No. 1

Shall the Town of Concrete be annexed into 
and be part of the Upper Skagit Partial-County 
Rural Library District?

[  ]  Yes
[  ]  No

Explanatory Statement 
Written by the Town of Concrete

The Upper Skagit Partial-County Rural Library District 
was formed in 2001 and officially opened its doors in 
2005. Currently, the Town of Concrete is not a part of 
the Upper Skagit Partial-County Rural Library District, 
which provides the Town of Concrete residents with 
limited library services for the cost of a library card. 
Those residents residing outside of the Town of 
Concrete town limits but within the Concrete School 
District boundaries receive library services through 
payment of property taxes. Town residents are being 
asked to decide whether they wish to continue 
with the current process or annex the Town into the 
Upper Skagit Partial-County Rural Library District. 

Annexation of the Town of Concrete into the library 
district would bring full library services to the town, 
equal to the same services that people living in the 
unincorporated area (or county) already receive. 
Annexation would allow the library district to levy taxes 
within the boundaries of the town as the same rate and 
on the same basis as the tax levied in surrounding 
unincorporated areas. 

If annexation is approved, property owners in the 
town limits will pay an annual tax of up to 50 cents 
for every $1,000 of their property’s assessed value 
beginning in 2017. This means that owners of a home 
with an assessed value of $100,000 would pay up 
to $50.00 a year as part of their property tax bill.  

With annexation into the library district, town residents 
may immediately get a library card at no additional cost.  

If town residents change their mind regarding annexa-
tion after voting to approve it, the Town Council may 
give town voters the option to leave the library district 
anytime after the first three years of annexation. 

Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District 
Propositon No. 1 
Maintenance and Operations Levy

Shall Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District 
continue to be funded for the six years (2016-
2021) by a tax of approximately $0.1394 cents 
per $1,000 assessed valuation (for example 
$100,000 assessed property value equals 
$13.94 per year) to provide $618,394 in 2016, 
with additional increases if deemed necessary 
that will not exceed 1% each year, to pay part 
of maintenance and operational expenses, 
with taxes to be collected in 2016 - 2021. This 
amount is exclusive of additional revenue re-
sulting from new construction, improvements 
to property, newly constructed wind turbines, 
any increase in value of state assessed prop-
erty, and any annexations that have occurred 
or refunds made.

[  ]  Yes
[  ]  No

Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center (FPFC) is a separate mu-
nicipal corporation not financially affiliated with the 
City of Anacortes or Skagit County. The FPFC District 
was formed by voter approval in May 1972 to build 
and operate a swimming pool for Fidalgo Island resi-
dents. A fitness center was added in 1986 to accom-
modate strength training and group exercise classes. 
Due to the expense to maintain the facility and to keep 
the doors opened, the FPFC District requires levies to 
supplement user fees collected at the front desk. The 
District is required to obtain voter approval every one 
to six years to continue this support. In 2015, the FPFC’s 
levy is scheduled to be approximately $637,525. With 
approval by the voters on this new levy, the District will 
be authorized to receive $618,394 in 2016 to continue 
maintenance and operations for six years. The levy will 
cover years 2016 through 2021, and will not exceed an 
increase of 1% each year. The mil rate for this election 
is the same mil rate that was asked for by the District in 
the 2012 General Election.   

Explanatory Statement 
Written by Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District

Multiple propositions have the same number, because their numbers are assigned within the district where 
they occur.

statements for/against this measure are on pg 84 statements for/against this measure are on pg 85
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Argument For 
Town of  Concrete, Proposition No. 1 
Vote Yes on Proposition 1 for our library!
The Upper Skagit Library provides books, maga-
zines, reference materials, videos, computers, tech-
nical assistance, internet access, tutoring, and pro-
grams for all ages.  It fills a huge void for youth and 
seniors, and it nourishes everyone’s desire to learn.  
No other place offers so much to so many in our 
community.
Vote Yes to improve the future of Concrete’s children.
The library opens our children’s minds to the great-
er world of ideas, business, and technology that 
they need to succeed.  Approval will give Concrete’s 
kids full access to all library services so they don’t 
miss out on important learning opportunities that 
affect their future.  
Vote Yes to level the playing field for educational resources in 
Eastern Skagit County.
Give every Concrete resident full access to all li-
brary services, including borrowing privileges at 
five other libraries in Skagit County.  No longer will 
some children have more resources available for 
homework than others in the same classroom.
Vote Yest to invest in your community and the people who live 
in it.
Investing in your library is the same as paying for 
roads, hospitals, fire, or police protection.  The prop-
erty tax increase allowed in this measure will pay 
for library services for all Concrete residents.  Even 
with the slight increase, your total tax rate will still 
be lower than that for other East County residents. 
Community investments in education and technol-
ogy attract new businesses. More businesses mean 
more jobs, more local services, and a brighter fu-
ture for all.
Simply Vote Yes.
From the founding days of Concrete, the public li-
brary has been an essential part of our community.  
Make Concrete an equal partner in the library and 
an even better place to live.
          

Argument Prepared by  
Concrete Joins the Library Committee 
Bill Sullivan 
Contact: (360) 853-7439; sully91953@frontier.com 
Val Stafford, Barb Trask

Town of Concrete |  Measure  |  Proposition No. 1

Argument Against 
Town of  Concrete, Proposition No. 1 
We have a few questions about “WHY” you would 
want to be annexed into the County Library system 
 
WHY would you want to raise your taxes just to re-
ceive a “free” library card?  
All property owners in the town will pay an an-
nual tax of up to 50 cents for every $1,000 of their 
property’s assessed value. This means that own-
ers of a home with an assessed value of $100,000 
would pay $50 as part of their property tax bill. 
 
WHY not purchase a library card?
This so that the property owners who do not use the li-
brary, do not have to pay. ($8 for three months (1/4 year), 
$30 for one year, $25 for one year (senior 65+ or handi-
capped), $10 for one year (additional family member)). 
 
WHY would you want your local equity to be moved 
to the County?
This meaning that your local taxes would 
be moved to support all the county libraries. 
 
WHY not: 
Support a Town library (that was closed due to the 
moving in of the county library?)
Support the school library?
Have the security and availability of your own Wi-Fi? 
 
Keep Town taxes in the Town of Concrete? 
 
Currently the library is open 4 days a week.  The hours 
are “bankers” hours and not available for the working 
families.  Also, many different people use the “free” 
Wi-Fi at all hours of the night.  WHY would you want to 
support “FREE” Wi-Fi for all the people in the county?     

Rebuttal of Argument For 
The FACTS:The library tax all goes to provide ser-
vices locally; none goes to other libraries. 
The library’s schedule includes being open Satur-
days and late twice a week. More hours are possible 
with annexation. 
The Upper Skagit Library helps people of all ages, 
not just school kids.   
The library’s WiFi is a lifeline for residents without 
Internet at home. It also attracts visitors who help 
local businesses thrive. 
The old library closed because the Town couldn’t 
afford to operate it alone. With annexation, the Up-
per Skagit Library will belong to everybody in Eastern 
Skagit County.

Argument Prepared by  
Residents Against Annexation Into the County Library District 
Crissie Wilson 
Contact: (360) 853-3735; jctmwilson@gmail.com 
Becky Luttrell
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Argument For 
Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District  
Proposition No. 1 

Argument Against 
Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center District  
Proposition No. 1 

The Fidalgo Pool & Fitness Center is a community as-
set that serves the wellness and recreational needs of 
all ages.  The pool and fitness center, opened seven 
days a week, is in constant use supporting rehabilita-
tion, group fitness, weight training, club swimming, 
water safety classes and public school aquatics.   
 
The pool is a place where kids and adults can learn how 
to swim, participate swim training or therapy or com-
pete in organized team swimming.  Families can share 
quality time during open swims, and seniors can engage 
in group activities to improve mobility and strength. 
 
We need the Maintenance and Operation Levy to 
keep user fees affordable for all citizens. The Main-
tenance and Operation Levy is an ongoing obliga-
tion, not a new tax, and must have voter approval to 
continue. Utility bills, operating and custodial sup-
plies, facility and equipment repair or replacement, 
professional services, and insurance coverage 
are among the expenses covered by the levy.   
 
The District is asking for the same mil rate of $0.1394 
cents per $1,000 assessed valuation as requested in 
the November 2012 General Election for levy years 
2013-2015.  According to RCW 36.69.145, a park and 
recreation district may ask for a levy for six con-
secutive years, and the District needs approval for 
years 2016-2021. We believe the District is being pru-
dent with the use of taxpayer dollars, and Fidalgo 
Pool and Fitness Center is financially responsible.   
 
The Thunderbird Aquatic Club and Friends of Fidalgo 
Pool and Fitness are pleased to be essential partners 
with the District and urge you to vote YES for the Dis-
tricts’ Maintenance & Operations Levy.  Thank you!     

Rebuttal of Argument Against 
Fidalgo Pool is a valuable community asset without 
question; however, diminishing the voter’s ability to 
provide oversight will only expose the district to in-
creased risks. Already no public input sufficed when 
the Board voted to build the Fitness Center. Now 
more capital improvements are being discussed for 
the near future. An extended levy will minimize the 
impact of public input for six years. Three year levies 
have helped to create a better Recreation District for 
almost forty years. Vote no to this extended six year 
levy and yes to a three year levy once it is proposed.

Argument Prepared by  
Thunderbird Aquatics Club - Friends of Fidalgo Pool & Fitness 
Center District 
Christine Mathes 
Contact: (360) 770-4895; matheskc@comcast.net;  
www.thunderbirdaquaticclub.com 
Mary Staley

The Board and the Director maintain that an extended 
six year Maintenance & Operation Levy will save tax-
payers money. In fact, a property owner’s individual 
tax responsibility will not change by increasing the 
term of the levy. An extended levy, however, will pro-
vide the District with six years of guaranteed revenue 
which may encourage the District to pursue another 
major “non-voter approved” bond as done with the 
new Fitness Center addition. 
The Board had no need to seek voter approval at 
the polls since the District’s debt limit for “non-voter 
approved” bonds is over 12 million dollars. So, the 
Board opted to finance the Fitness Center addition 
with a “non-voter approved” bond. “Non-voter ap-
proved” bonds must be paid for by revenue which is 
not tax based. This means that the District must assure 
its creditors that the facility will remain open to pay 
the bond.  
An extended M&O Levy helps make this assurance.  
Voters must be cautious of any measure which might 
lead the District to finance an even larger “non-vot-
er approved” bond since financing large capital im-
provement projects with “non-voter approved bonds” 
always minimizes public input.  Public building proj-
ects that do not receive adequate public input are less 
likely to address the public’s real needs when com-
pared to projects well scrutinized.
The public’s ability in years past to weigh in and voice 
their approval or disapproval of M&O Levies every 
three years is oversight and has helped to keep the 
District responsive to the public’s needs. Currently 
there are no other Parks and Recreation Districts in 
Washington which operate a public pool or fitness 
center that are funded with a six year M&O Levy. Vote 
no on this six year extended M&O Levy, and then sup-
port the three year M&O Levy when it is proposed in 
the near future.      

Argument Prepared by  
Residents Against Annexation Into the County Library District 
Bill Turner 
Contact: bill.h.turner@gmail.com
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Skagit County

Have you moved? 

Have you changed your name? 

Make sure you receive your ballot!

If any of the following has changed, you need to update your voter registration information:

Moved within Skagit County
Moved out of Skagit County
New mailing address
Name change

You can update your information by calling our office at 360-336-9305, visiting MyVote at  
www.vote.wa.gov, or by filling out the form on the following page and mailing it to our office or bringing to:

Skagit County Elections (Auditor’s Office)
PO Box 1306
700 S. 2nd St., Room 201
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Your vote is your voice!
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Skagit County

Voter update form
I have
 moved  changed my name  a different mailing address

Note:  If you have moved out of Skagit County, please fill out your new address and sign the declaration. 
 We will cancel your voter registration and forward the information on to your new county.

Printed Name         date of birth

New physical address        city/state/zip

New mailing address        city/state/zip

Name change
If you have changed your name please:

fill in your new name
fill in your old name
read and sign the declaration 

New name (please print)

Old name (please print)

I declare that the facts on this voter registration update form are true. I am a citizen of the United States, I will have livd 
at this address in Washington for at least thirty days immediately before the next election at which I vote, I will be at 
least 18 years old when I vote, I am not disqualified from voting due to a court order, and I am not under Department of 
Corrections supervision for a Washington felony conviction.

Signature of voter Date
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I  A0  A . . .

New Washington resident
Welcome! You can register to vote online, by mail, in person, or 
when you get your new Washington state driver’s license or ID at the 
Department of Licensing. You may not vote in more than one place, 
so cancel your previous voter registration.

Seasonal resident
You can vote in Washington even if you’re away during an election. To 
ensure you receive your ballot, update your mailing address online or 
with your county elections department. Your ballot can be mailed to you 
anywhere in the world; however, your residential address must remain in 
Washington. You may not vote in more than one place.

Military or overseas voter
You can register to vote anytime on or before Election Day. You may 
receive your ballot by mail, email, or fax. Spouses and dependents who 
are also away from home have the same voting rights.

College student
You can register to vote using either your home or school address, 
but you may not register to vote in more than one place. Your 
ballot can be mailed to you anywhere in the world; however, your 
residential address must remain in Washington.

Convicted felon
If you were convicted of a felony, your right to vote is restored when 
you are no longer under Department of Corrections supervision. You 
must register to vote in order to receive a ballot.
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Get your “I Voted” sticker

Decorate your Facebook page 
and show your civic pride with a 
digital “I Voted” sticker.

Like us on Facebook to get 
the latest news from the Offi ce 
of the Secretary of State and 
invitations to events at the Capitol.

Find us at “WA Secretary of State”
and “Washington State Elections” 

Available on Facebook

Find us at “SecStateWA”
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Top 2 Primary

Washington uses a Top 2 Primary 
system, rather than a party 
nominating system. In our Top 2 
Primary, the two candidates who 
receive the most votes advance 
to the General Election regardless 
of their party preference.

� WAyS  VOTING  IS  uNI4uE  IN  WA

Vote by mail

Washington State votes 
by mail. We are the 
second state in the nation 
to eliminate poll sites. A 
ballot is mailed 18 days 
before each election, 
ensuring you have time 
to cast an informed ballot 
without waiting in line. 

1 2
No party affiliation

As a Washington voter, 
you do not declare a party 
affiliation. This allows you 
to vote for any candidate 
in the primary, regardless 
of their party preference. 

4
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WWW.VOTE.WA.GOV

5
Voters’ Pamphlet

Only a few states produce a 
Voters’ Pamphlet like this one. In 
Washington, a pamphlet is mailed 
to every household before each 
general election.

Online voter registration

Washington offers online voter 
registration. Register to vote or 
update your address at  
www.myvote.wa.gov.  

3
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cOuNTING  yOur  bAllOT

The signature on your ballot is compared 
to the signature on your voter registration 
record. If the signature matches, you are 
credited for voting to ensure only one 
ballot is counted for you. 

Your signature is verifi ed3

John S

Election staff review every 
ballot to verify voters followed 
the instructions. If a ballot 
can't be read by the scanner, 
the votes are copied onto 
a new ballot.

5  Your ballot is reviewed 

Secrecy Envelope

Your ballot is ready to be scanned! 
At 8 p.m. on Election Day all 
scanned ballots are tallied. Ballots 
will be scanned and tallied over the 
next several days until all the 
votes are counted.

6 Your ballot is scanned and counted  

Your ballot is ready to be scanned! 

tallied over the 

Election staff scan 
the envelope bar code
to fi nd your signature 
in the state database. 

Your ballot is sorted2
Deposit your ballot in an 
offi cial drop box by 8 p.m. 
on Election Day, or return 
your ballot by mail - but 
make sure it’s postmarked 
no later than Election Day! 

Your county receives your ballot 1

If the signature doesn't match 
or is missing, election staff 
will contact you before your 
ballot is processed. 

The return envelope is opened 
and the security envelope 
is removed. The envelopes 
are separated to ensure the 
secrecy of your vote.

Secrecy Envelope

Secrecy Envelope

Envelopes are separated4

IN THE ���� 
GENErAl ElEcTION

���������
ballots were counted in Washington State
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or get the mobile app  
WA State Election Results

VOTE  IN  HONOr O) A  VET

yOu cAN 3ArTIcI3ATE IN � EASy STE3S

Upload your story 
and a picture

Visit our website1 2 3

Our right to vote is protected by the extraordinary men and women of the 
U.S. armed forces. Now is your chance to thank them for their service!

The Offi ce of the Secretary of State invites you to recognize active military 
and veterans from Washington State by posting a personal story and a photo. 
We’ll send you a pin to wear proudly in respect and gratitude for your veteran.

SHArE yOur STOry� 

WWW.SOS.WA.GOV�ElEcTIONS�HONOrVETErAN

You will receive a pin to 
wear on Election Day
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Language assistance

The federal Voting Rights Act requires translated elections materials. 

Se habla español
Todos los votantes del 
estado de Washington 
tienen acceso al folleto 
electoral y a los  formularios 
de inscripción en español 
por internet en 
www.vote.wa.gov. 
Adicionalmente, los 
votantes de los condados 
de Yakima, Franklin y Adams 
recibirán su boleta y folleto 
electoral de forma bilingüe 
antes de cada elección.  
Si usted o alguien que 
conoce necesitan asistencia 
en español llame al 
(800) 448-4881.

中國口語

所有華盛頓州的選民都可在
網站 www.vote.wa.gov 查
看中文選民手冊和選民登記
表格。

此外，金郡選民也可登記在
每次選舉前自動獲取中文選
票和選民手冊。

如果您或您認識的人需要語
言協助，請致電 
(800) 448-4881。

Việt Nam được nói
Tất cả cử tri ở Tiểu Bang 
Washington có thể truy cập 
sách dành cho cử tri và đơn 
ghi danh cử tri bằng tiếng 
Việt trực tuyến tại 
www.vote.wa.gov. 
Ngoài ra, cử tri ở Quận King 
có thể đăng ký để tự động 
nhận lá phiếu và sách dành 
cho cử tri bằng tiếng Việt 
trước mỗi cuộc bầu cử. 
Nếu quý vị hoặc người nào 
quý vị biết cần trợ giúp ngôn 
ngữ, xin vui lòng gọi 
(800) 448-4881.
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Complete Text
Initiative Measure No. 1366

 AN ACT Relating to taxes and fees imposed by state 
government; amending RCW 82.08.020, 43.135.031, 
and 43.135.041; adding new sections to chapter 43.135 
RCW; creating new sections; and providing a contin-
gent expiration date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON:

INTENT

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Over the past twenty years, 
the taxpayers have been required to pay increas-
ing taxes and fees to the state, hampering economic 
growth and limiting opportunities for the citizens of 
Washington.
 The people declare and establish that the state 
needs to exercise fiscal restraint by either reducing 
tax burdens or limiting tax increases to only those 
considered necessary by more than a bare majority of 
legislators.
 Since 1993, the voters have repeatedly passed initia-
tives requiring two-thirds legislative approval or voter 
approval to raise taxes and majority legislative approv-
al for fee increases. However, the people have not been 
allowed to vote on a constitutional amendment requir-
ing these protections even though the people have 
approved them on numerous occasions.
 This measure provides a reduction in the burden 
of state taxes by reducing the sales tax, enabling the 
citizens to keep more of their own money to pay for 
increases in other state taxes and fees due to the lack 
of a constitutional amendment protecting them, unless 

the legislature refers to the ballot for a vote a consti-
tutional amendment requiring two-thirds legislative 
approval or voter approval to raise taxes and majority 
legislative approval for fee increases. The people want 
to ensure that tax and fee increases are consistently a 
last resort.

REDUCE THE SALES TAX UNLESS...

 Sec. 2. RCW 82.08.020 (Tax imposed--Retail sales--
Retail car rental) and 2014 c 140 s 12 are each amended 
to read as follows:
 (1) There is levied and collected a tax equal to ((six)) 
five and five-tenths percent of the selling price on each 
retail sale in this state of:
 (a) Tangible personal property, unless the sale is 
specifically excluded from the RCW 82.04.050 defini-
tion of retail sale;
 (b) Digital goods, digital codes, and digital auto-
mated services, if the sale is included within the RCW 
82.04.050 definition of retail sale; 

(c) Services, other than digital automated services, 
included within the RCW 82.04.050 definition of retail 
sale;
 (d) Extended warranties to consumers; and
 (e) Anything else, the sale of which is included within 
the RCW 82.04.050 definition of retail sale.
 (2) There is levied and collected an additional tax 
on each retail car rental, regardless of whether the 
vehicle is licensed in this state, equal to five and 
nine-tenths percent of the selling price. The revenue 
collected under this subsection must be deposited 
in the multimodal transportation account created in 
RCW 47.66.070.
 (3) Beginning July 1, 2003, there is levied and collect-
ed an additional tax of three-tenths of one percent of the 
selling price on each retail sale of a motor vehicle in this 
state, other than retail car rentals taxed under subsec-
tion (2) of this section. The revenue collected under this 
subsection must be deposited in the multimodal trans-
portation account created in RCW 47.66.070.
 (4) For purposes of subsection (3) of this section, 
“motor vehicle” has the meaning provided in RCW 
46.04.320, but does not include:
 (a) Farm tractors or farm vehicles as defined in RCW 
46.04.180 and 46.04.181, unless the farm tractor or farm 
vehicle is for use in the production of marijuana;
 (b) Off-road vehicles as defined in RCW 46.04.365;
 (c) Nonhighway vehicles as defined in RCW 46.09.310; 
and
 (d) Snowmobiles as defined in RCW 46.04.546.

How do I read measure text?
Language in double parentheses with a 
line through it is existing state law; it will 
be taken out of the law if this measure is 
approved by voters.
((sample of text to be deleted))

Underlined language does not appear in 
current state law but will be added to the 
law if this measure is approved by voters.
sample of text to be added
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 (5) Beginning on December 8, 2005, 0.16 percent of 
the taxes collected under subsection (1) of this section 
must be dedicated to funding comprehensive perfor-
mance audits required under RCW 43.09.470. The 
revenue identified in this subsection must be depos-
ited in the performance audits of government account 
created in RCW 43.09.475.
 (6) The taxes imposed under this chapter apply to 
successive retail sales of the same property.
 (7) The rates provided in this section apply to taxes 
imposed under chapter 82.12 RCW as provided in RCW 
82.12.020.

...UNLESS THE LEGISLATURE REFERS TO THE BALLOT 
FOR A VOTE A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

REQUIRING TWO-THIRDS LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL 
OR VOTER APPROVAL TO RAISE TAXES AND MAJOR-

ITY LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL FOR FEE INCREASES

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Section 2 of this act takes 
effect April 15, 2016, unless the contingency in subsec-
tion (2) of this section occurs.
 (2) If the legislature, prior to April 15, 2016, refers to 
the ballot for a vote a constitutional amendment requir-
ing two-thirds legislative approval or voter approval 
to raise taxes as defined by voter-approved Initiatives 
960, 1053, and 1185 and section 6 of this act and major-
ity legislative approval for fee increases as required by 
voter-approved Initiatives 960, 1053, and 1185 and codi-
fied in RCW 43.135.055 and further defined by subsec-
tion (a) of this section, section 2 of this act expires on 
April 14, 2016.
 (a) “Majority legislative approval for fee increases” 
means only the legislature may set a fee increase’s 
amount and must list it in a bill so it can be subject 
to the ten-year cost projection and other accountability 
procedures required by RCW 43.135.031.

STATUTORY REFERENCE UPDATES

 Sec. 4. RCW 43.135.031 (Bills raising taxes or fees — 
Cost analysis — Press release — Notice of hearings — 
Updated analyses) and 2013 c 1 s 5 are each amended 
to read as follows:
 (1) For any bill introduced in either the house of 
representatives or the senate that raises taxes as 
defined by ((RCW 43.135.034)) section 6 of this act or 
increases fees, the office of financial management 
must expeditiously determine its cost to the taxpayers 
in its first ten years of imposition, must promptly and 
without delay report the results of its analysis by public 
press release via e-mail to each member of the house 
of representatives, each member of the senate, the 

news media, and the public, and must post and main-
tain these releases on its web site. Any ten-year cost 
projection must include a year-by-year breakdown. For 
any bill containing more than one revenue source, a 
ten-year cost projection for each revenue source will 
be included along with the bill’s total ten-year cost 
projection. The press release shall include the names 
of the legislators, and their contact information, who 
are sponsors and cosponsors of the bill so they can 
provide information to, and answer questions from, 
the public.
 (2) Any time any legislative committee schedules 
a public hearing on a bill that raises taxes as defined 
by ((RCW 43.135.034)) section 6 of this act or increases 
fees, the office of financial management must promptly 
and without delay report the results of its most up-to-
date analysis of the bill required by subsection (1) of 
this section and the date, time, and location of the hear-
ing by public press release via e-mail to each member 
of the house of representatives, each member of the 
senate, the news media, and the public, and must post 
and maintain these releases on its web site. The press 
release required by this subsection must include all the 
information required by subsection (1) of this section 
and the names of the legislators, and their contact infor-
mation, who are members of the legislative committee 
conducting the hearing so they can provide informa-
tion to, and answer questions from, the public.
 (3) Each time a bill that raises taxes as defined by 
((RCW 43.135.034)) section 6 of this act or increases 
fees is approved by any legislative committee or by at 
least a simple majority in either the house of represen-
tatives or the senate, the office of financial manage-
ment must expeditiously reexamine and redetermine 
its ten-year cost projection due to amendment or other 
changes during the legislative process, must promptly 
and without delay report the results of its most up-to-
date analysis by public press release via e-mail to 
each member of the house of representatives, each 
member of the senate, the news media, and the public, 
and must post and maintain these releases on its web 
site. Any ten-year cost projection must include a year-
by-year breakdown. For any bill containing more than 
one revenue source, a ten-year cost projection for each 
revenue source will be included along with the bill’s 
total ten-year cost projection. The press release shall 
include the names of the legislators, and their contact 
information, and how they voted on the bill so they can 
provide information to, and answer questions from, 
the public.
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 (4) For the purposes of this section, “names of legis-
lators, and their contact information” includes each 
legislator’s position (senator or representative), first 
name, last name, party affiliation (for example, Demo-
crat or Republican), city or town they live in, office 
phone number, and office e-mail address.
 (5) For the purposes of this section, “news media” 
means any member of the press or media organiza-
tion, including newspapers, radio, and television, that 
signs up with the office of financial management to 
receive the public press releases by e-mail.
 (6) For the purposes of this section, “the public” 
means any person, group, or organization that signs 
up with the office of financial management to receive 
the public press releases by e-mail.

 Sec. 5. RCW 43.135.041 (Tax legislation — Advisory 
vote — Duties of the attorney general and secretary of 
state — Exemption) and 2013 c 1 s 6 are each amended 
to read as follows:
 (1)(a) After July 1, 2011, if legislative action raising 
taxes as defined by ((RCW 43.135.034)) section 6 of this 
act is blocked from a public vote or is not referred to 
the people by a referendum petition found to be suffi-
cient under RCW 29A.72.250, a measure for an advi-
sory vote of the people is required and shall be placed 
on the next general election ballot under this chapter.
 (b) If legislative action raising taxes enacted after 
July 1, 2011, involves more than one revenue source, 
each tax being increased shall be subject to a separate 
measure for an advisory vote of the people under the 
requirements of this chapter.
 (2) No later than the first of August, the attorney 
general will send written notice to the secretary of state 
of any tax increase that is subject to an advisory vote of 
the people, under the provisions and exceptions provid-
ed by this chapter. Within five days of receiving such 
written notice from the attorney general, the secretary 
of state will assign a serial number for a measure for an 
advisory vote of the people and transmit one copy of 
the measure bearing its serial number to the attorney 
general as required by RCW 29A.72.040, for any tax 
increase identified by the attorney general as needing 
an advisory vote of the people for that year’s general 
election ballot. Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays 
are not counted in calculating the time limits in this 
subsection.
 (3) For the purposes of this section, “blocked from a 
public vote” includes adding an emergency clause to a 
bill increasing taxes, bonding or contractually obligat-
ing taxes, or otherwise preventing a referendum on a 
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bill increasing taxes.
 (4) If legislative action raising taxes is referred to 
the people by the legislature or is included in an initia-
tive to the people found to be sufficient under RCW 
29A.72.250, then the tax increase is exempt from an 
advisory vote of the people under this chapter.

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to 
chapter 43.135 RCW and reads as follows:
 For the purposes of this chapter, “raises taxes” 
means any action or combination of actions by the state 
legislature that increases state tax revenue deposited 
in any fund, budget, or account, regardless of whether 
the revenues are deposited into the general fund.

CONSTRUCTION CLAUSE

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The provisions of this act are 
to be liberally construed to effectuate the intent, poli-
cies, and purposes of this act.

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or 
its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of 
the provision to other persons or circumstances is not 
affected.

TITLE OF THE ACT

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act is known and may 
be cited as the “Taxpayer Protection Act.”

-- END --
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Complete Text
Initiative Measure No. 1401

 AN ACT Relating to the trafficking of animal species 
threatened with extinction; amending RCW 77.15.085, 
77.15.100, and 77.15.425; reenacting and amending RCW 
77.08.010; adding a new section to chapter 77.15 RCW; 
creating a new section; and prescribing penalties.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF WASHINGTON:

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. There is broad consensus 
that the trafficking of animals threatened with extinc-
tion continues to grow at an alarming pace, threaten-
ing an increasing variety of animal species including 
elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, lions, leopards, chee-
tahs, pangolins, marine turtles, sharks, and rays, among 
others. These species are threatened with extinction 
in large part due to the trafficking of their parts and 
products. The national strategy for combating wildlife 
trafficking, released in February 2014, recognized the 
important role that states have in protecting species 
that are subject to illegal wildlife trade. Federal law 
regulates the transfer or importation of parts or prod-
ucts made from endangered animal species, but due to 
the increasing demand for these products around the 
world, state authority needs to be expanded to appro-
priately regulate these markets on a local level.
 The most effective way to discourage illegal traffick-
ing in animal species threatened with extinction is to 
eliminate markets and profits. The people find that it is 
in the public interest to protect animal species threat-
ened with extinction by prohibiting within the state of 
Washington, with certain limited exceptions, the sale, 
offer for sale, purchase, trade, barter for, and distribu-
tion of any part or product of any species of elephant, 
rhinoceros, tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, pangolin, 
marine turtle, shark, or ray identified as threatened 
with extinction by specified international conserva-
tion organizations. These animals represent some of 
the most trafficked species threatened with extinction 
according to illegal wildlife product seizure data gath-
ered by the world wildlife fund-TRAFFIC, international 
union for conservation of nature, and other interna-
tional conservation organizations.

 Sec. 2. RCW 77.08.010 and 2014 c 202 s 301 and 2014 
c 48 s 1 are each reenacted and amended to read as 
follows:
 The definitions in this section apply throughout this 
title or rules adopted under this title unless the context 

clearly requires otherwise.
 (1) “Anadromous game fish buyer” means a person 
who purchases or sells steelhead trout and other anad-
romous game fish harvested by Indian fishers lawfully 
exercising fishing rights reserved by federal statute, 
treaty, or executive order, under conditions prescribed 
by rule of the director.
 (2) “Angling gear” means a line attached to a rod 
and reel capable of being held in hand while landing 
the fish or a hand-held line operated without rod or 
reel.
 (3) “Bag limit” means the maximum number of 
game animals, game birds, or game fish which may 
be taken, caught, killed, or possessed by a person, as 
specified by rule of the commission for a particular 
period of time, or as to size, sex, or species.
 (4) “Building” means a private domicile, garage, 
barn, or public or commercial building.
 (5) “Closed area” means a place where the hunting 
of some or all species of wild animals or wild birds is 
prohibited.
 (6) “Closed season” means all times, manners of 
taking, and places or waters other than those estab-
lished by rule of the commission as an open season. 
“Closed season” also means all hunting, fishing, 
taking, or possession of game animals, game birds, 
game fish, food fish, or shellfish that do not conform to 
the special restrictions or physical descriptions estab-
lished by rule of the commission as an open season 
or that have not otherwise been deemed legal to hunt, 
fish, take, harvest, or possess by rule of the commis-
sion as an open season.
 (7) “Closed waters” means all or part of a lake, 
river, stream, or other body of water, where fishing or 
harvesting is prohibited.
 (8) “Commercial” means related to or connected 
with buying, selling, or bartering.
 (9) “Commission” means the state fish and wildlife 
commission.
 (10) “Concurrent waters of the Columbia river” 
means those waters of the Columbia river that coincide 
with the Washington-Oregon state boundary.
 (11) “Contraband” means any property that is 
unlawful to produce or possess.
 (12) “Deleterious exotic wildlife” means species 
of the animal kingdom not native to Washington and 
designated as dangerous to the environment or wild-
life of the state.
 (13) “Department” means the department of fish 
and wildlife.
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 (14) “Director” means the director of fish and 
wildlife.
 (15) “Endangered species” means wildlife desig-
nated by the commission as seriously threatened with 
extinction.
 (16) “Ex officio fish and wildlife officer” means:
 (a) A commissioned officer of a municipal, county, 
or state agency having as its primary function the 
enforcement of criminal laws in general, while the 
officer is acting in the respective jurisdiction of that 
agency;
 (b) An officer or special agent commissioned by one 
of the following: The national marine fisheries service; 
the Washington state parks and recreation commis-
sion; the United States fish and wildlife service; the 
Washington state department of natural resources; 
the United States forest service; or the United States 
parks service, if the agent or officer is in the respective 
jurisdiction of the primary commissioning agency and 
is acting under a mutual law enforcement assistance 
agreement between the department and the primary 
commissioning agency;
 (c) A commissioned fish and wildlife peace officer 
from another state who meets the training standards 
set by the Washington state criminal justice training 
commission pursuant to RCW 10.93.090, 43.101.080, 
and 43.101.200, and who is acting under a mutual 
law enforcement assistance agreement between the 
department and the primary commissioning agency; 
or
 (d) A Washington state tribal police officer who 
successfully completes the requirements set forth 
under RCW 43.101.157, is employed by a tribal nation 
that has complied with RCW 10.92.020(2)(a) and (b), 
and is acting under a mutual law enforcement assis-
tance agreement between the department and the 
tribal government.
 (17) “Fish” includes all species classified as game 
fish or food fish by statute or rule, as well as all fin fish 
not currently classified as food fish or game fish if such 
species exist in state waters. The term “fish” includes 
all stages of development and the bodily parts of fish 
species.
 (18) “Fish and wildlife officer” means a person 
appointed and commissioned by the director, with 
authority to enforce this title and rules adopted pursu-
ant to this title, and other statutes as prescribed by the 
legislature. Fish and wildlife officer includes a person 
commissioned before June 11, 1998, as a wildlife agent 
or a fisheries patrol officer.

 (19) “Fish broker” means a person whose business 
it is to bring a seller of fish and shellfish and a purchas-
er of those fish and shellfish together.
 (20) “Fish buyer” means:
 (a) A wholesale fish dealer or a retail seller who 
directly receives fish or shellfish from a commer-
cial fisher or receives fish or shellfish in interstate or 
foreign commerce; or
 (b) A person engaged by a wholesale fish dealer 
who receives fish or shellfish from a commercial fisher.
 (21) “Fishery” means the taking of one or more 
particular species of fish or shellfish with particular 
gear in a particular geographical area.
 (22) “Food, food waste, or other substance” includes 
human and pet food or other waste or garbage that 
could attract large wild carnivores.
 (23) “Freshwater” means all waters not defined as 
saltwater including, but not limited to, rivers upstream 
of the river mouth, lakes, ponds, and reservoirs.
 (24) “Fur-bearing animals” means game animals 
that shall not be trapped except as authorized by the 
commission.
 (25) “Fur dealer” means a person who purchases, 
receives, or resells raw furs for commercial purposes.
 (26) “Game animals” means wild animals that shall 
not be hunted except as authorized by the commission.
 (27) “Game birds” means wild birds that shall not be 
hunted except as authorized by the commission.
 (28) “Game farm” means property on which wild-
life is held, confined, propagated, hatched, fed, or 
otherwise raised for commercial purposes, trade, or 
gift. The term “game farm” does not include publicly 
owned facilities.
 (29) “Game reserve” means a closed area where 
hunting for all wild animals and wild birds is prohibited.
 (30) “Illegal items” means those items unlawful to 
be possessed.
 (31)(a) “Intentionally feed, attempt to feed, or attract” 
means to purposefully or knowingly provide, leave, or 
place in, on, or about any land or building any food, 
food waste, or other substance that attracts or could 
attract large wild carnivores to that land or building.
 (b) “Intentionally feed, attempt to feed, or attract” 
does not include keeping food, food waste, or other 
substance in an enclosed garbage receptacle or other 
enclosed container unless specifically directed by a 
fish and wildlife officer or animal control authority to 
secure the receptacle or container in another manner.
 (32) “Large wild carnivore” includes wild bear, 
cougar, and wolf.
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 (33) “License year” means the period of time for 
which a recreational license is valid. The license year 
begins April 1st, and ends March 31st.
 (34) “Limited-entry license” means a license subject 
to a license limitation program established in chapter 
77.70 RCW.
 (35) “Money” means all currency, script, personal 
checks, money orders, or other negotiable instruments.
 (36) “Natural person” means a human being.
 (37)(a) “Negligently feed, attempt to feed, or attract” 
means to provide, leave, or place in, on, or about 
any land or building any food, food waste, or other 
substance that attracts or could attract large wild 
carnivores to that land or building, without the aware-
ness that a reasonable person in the same situation 
would have with regard to the likelihood that the food, 
food waste, or other substance could attract large wild 
carnivores to the land or building.
 (b) “Negligently feed, attempt to feed, or attract” 
does not include keeping food, food waste, or other 
substance in an enclosed garbage receptacle or other 
enclosed container unless specifically directed by a 
fish and wildlife officer or animal control authority to 
secure the receptacle or container in another manner.
 (38) “Nonresident” means a person who has not 
fulfilled the qualifications of a resident.
 (39) “Offshore waters” means marine waters of the 
Pacific Ocean outside the territorial boundaries of the 
state, including the marine waters of other states and 
countries.
 (40) “Open season” means those times, manners 
of taking, and places or waters established by rule of 
the commission for the lawful hunting, fishing, taking, 
or possession of game animals, game birds, game 
fish, food fish, or shellfish that conform to the special 
restrictions or physical descriptions established by 
rule of the commission or that have otherwise been 
deemed legal to hunt, fish, take, or possess by rule of 
the commission. “Open season” includes the first and 
last days of the established time.
 (41) “Owner” means the person in whom is vested 
the ownership dominion, or title of the property.
 (42) “Person” means and includes an individual; a 
corporation; a public or private entity or organization; 
a local, state, or federal agency; all business organiza-
tions, including corporations and partnerships; or a 
group of two or more individuals acting with a common 
purpose whether acting in an individual, representa-
tive, or official capacity.
 (43) “Personal property” or “property” includes 

both corporeal and incorporeal personal property 
and includes, among other property, contraband and 
money.
 (44) “Personal use” means for the private use of the 
individual taking the fish or shellfish and not for sale or 
barter.
 (45) “Predatory birds” means wild birds that may 
be hunted throughout the year as authorized by the 
commission.
 (46) “Protected wildlife” means wildlife designated 
by the commission that shall not be hunted or fished.
 (47) “Raffle” means an activity in which tickets 
bearing an individual number are sold for not more 
than twenty-five dollars each and in which a permit or 
permits are awarded to hunt or for access to hunt big 
game animals or wild turkeys on the basis of a drawing 
from the tickets by the person or persons conducting 
the raffle.
 (48) “Resident” has the same meaning as defined in 
RCW 77.08.075.
 (49) “Retail-eligible species” means commercially 
harvested salmon, crab, and sturgeon.
 (50) “Saltwater” means those marine waters seaward 
of river mouths.
 (51) “Seaweed” means marine aquatic plant species 
that are dependent upon the marine aquatic or tidal 
environment, and exist in either an attached or free 
floating form, and includes but is not limited to marine 
aquatic plants in the classes Chlorophyta, Phaeophyta, 
and Rhodophyta.
 (52) “Senior” means a person seventy years old or 
older.
 (53) “Shark fin” means a raw, dried, or otherwise 
processed detached fin or tail of a shark.
   (54)(a) “Shark fin derivative product” means any 
product intended for use by humans or animals that is 
derived in whole or in part from shark fins or shark fin 
cartilage.
 (b) “Shark fin derivative product” does not include 
a drug approved by the United States food and drug 
administration and available by prescription only or 
medical device or vaccine approved by the United 
States food and drug administration.
 (55) “Shellfish” means those species of marine and 
freshwater invertebrates that have been classified and 
that shall not be taken or possessed except as autho-
rized by rule of the commission. The term “shellfish” 
includes all stages of development and the bodily parts 
of shellfish species.
 (56) “State waters” means all marine waters and 
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fresh waters within ordinary high water lines and 
within the territorial boundaries of the state.
 (57) “Taxidermist” means a person who, for 
commercial purposes, creates lifelike representations 
of fish and wildlife using fish and wildlife parts and vari-
ous supporting structures.
 (58) “To fish” and its derivatives means an effort to 
kill, injure, harass, harvest, or capture a fish or shellfish.
 (59) “To hunt” and its derivatives means an effort to 
kill, injure, harass, harvest, or capture a wild animal or 
wild bird.
 (60) “To process” and its derivatives mean prepar-
ing or preserving fish, wildlife, or shellfish.
 (61) “To take” and its derivatives means to kill, injure, 
harvest, or capture a fish, shellfish, wild animal, bird, or 
seaweed.
 (62) “To trap” and its derivatives means a method of 
hunting using devices to capture wild animals or wild 
birds.
 (63) “To waste” or “to be wasted” means to allow 
any edible portion of any game bird, food fish, game 
fish, shellfish, or big game animal other than cougar to 
be rendered unfit for human consumption, or to fail to 
retrieve edible portions of such a game bird, food fish, 
game fish, shellfish, or big game animal other than 
cougar from the field. For purposes of this chapter, 
edible portions of game birds must include, at a mini-
mum, the breast meat of those birds. Entrails, includ-
ing the heart and liver, of any wildlife species are not 
considered edible.
 (64) “Trafficking” means offering, attempting to 
engage, or engaging in sale, barter, or purchase of fish, 
shellfish, wildlife, or deleterious exotic wildlife.
 (65) “Unclaimed” means that no owner of the prop-
erty has been identified or has requested, in writing, 
the release of the property to themselves nor has the 
owner of the property designated an individual to 
receive the property or paid the required postage to 
effect delivery of the property.
 (66) “Unclassified wildlife” means wildlife existing 
in Washington in a wild state that have not been clas-
sified as big game, game animals, game birds, preda-
tory birds, protected wildlife, endangered wildlife, or 
deleterious exotic wildlife.
 (67) “Wholesale fish dealer” means a person who, 
acting for commercial purposes, takes possession 
or ownership of fish or shellfish and sells, barters, 
or exchanges or attempts to sell, barter, or exchange 
fish or shellfish that have been landed into the state 
of Washington or entered the state of Washington in 

interstate or foreign commerce.
 (68) “Wild animals” means those species of the 
class Mammalia whose members exist in Washing-
ton in a wild state. The term “wild animal” does not 
include feral domestic mammals or old world rats and 
mice of the family Muridae of the order Rodentia.
 (69) “Wild birds” means those species of the class 
Aves whose members exist in Washington in a wild 
state.
 (70) “Wildlife” means all species of the animal king-
dom whose members exist in Washington in a wild 
state. This includes but is not limited to mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and invertebrates. 
The term “wildlife” does not include feral domestic 
mammals, old world rats and mice of the family Muri-
dae of the order Rodentia, or those fish, shellfish, and 
marine invertebrates classified as food fish or shell-
fish by the director. The term “wildlife” includes all 
stages of development and the bodily parts of wildlife 
members.
 (71) “Wildlife meat cutter” means a person who 
packs, cuts, processes, or stores wildlife for consump-
tion for another for commercial purposes.
 (72) “Youth” means a person fifteen years old for 
fishing and under sixteen years old for hunting.
 (73) “Covered animal species” means any species 
of elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, 
pangolin, marine turtle, shark, or ray either: (a) Listed 
in appendix I or appendix II of the convention on inter-
national trade in endangered species of wild flora and 
fauna; or (b) listed as critically endangered, endan-
gered, or vulnerable on the international union for 
conservation of nature and natural resources red list of 
threatened species.
 (74) “Covered animal species part or product” 
means any item that contains, or is wholly or partially 
made from, any covered animal species.
 (75) “Distribute” or “distribution” means either a 
change in possession for consideration or a change in 
legal ownership.

 NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to 
chapter 77.15 RCW to read as follows:
 (1) Except as authorized in subsections (2) and (3) 
of this section, it is unlawful for a person to sell, offer 
to sell, purchase, trade, barter for, or distribute any 
covered animal species part or product.
 (2) The prohibitions set forth in subsection (1) of this 
section do not apply if any of the following conditions 
is satisfied:
 (a) The covered animal species part or product is 
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part of a bona fide antique, provided the antique status 
of such an antique is established by the owner or seller 
thereof with historical documentation evidencing prov-
enance and showing the antique to be not less than 
one hundred years old, and the covered animal species 
part or product is less than fifteen percent by volume 
of such an antique;
 (b) The distribution of the covered animal species 
part or product is for a bona fide educational or scien-
tific purpose, or to or from a museum;
 (c) The distribution of the covered animal species 
part or product is to a legal beneficiary of an estate, 
trust, or other inheritance, upon the death of the owner 
of the covered animal species part or product;
 (d) The covered animal species part or product is 
less than fifteen percent by volume of a musical instru-
ment, including, without limitation, string instruments 
and bows, wind and percussion instruments, and 
pianos; or
 (e) The intrastate sale, offer for sale, purchase, trade, 
barter for, or distribution of the covered animal species 
part or product is expressly authorized by federal law 
or permit.
 (3) The prohibitions set forth in subsection (1) of 
this section do not apply to an employee or agent of 
a federal, state, or local government undertaking any 
law enforcement activity pursuant to federal, state, or 
local law or any mandatory duty required by federal, 
state, or local law.
 (4)(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
a person is guilty of unlawful trafficking in species 
threatened with extinction in the second degree if the 
person commits the act described in subsection (1) of 
this section and the violation involves covered animal 
species parts or products with a total market value of 
less than two hundred fifty dollars.
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
a person is guilty of unlawful trafficking in species 
threatened with extinction in the first degree if the 
person commits the act described by subsection (1) of 
this section and the violation:
 (i) Involves covered animal species parts or products 
with a total market value of two hundred fifty dollars or 
more;
 (ii) Occurs after entry of a prior conviction under this 
section; or
 (iii) Occurs within five years of entry of a prior convic-
tion for any other gross misdemeanor or felony under 
this chapter.
 (c) Unlawful trafficking in species threatened with 

extinction in the second degree is a gross misdemeanor.
 (d) Unlawful trafficking in species threatened with 
extinction in the first degree is a class C felony.
 (e) If a person commits the act described by subsec-
tion (1) of this section and such an act also would be 
a violation of any other criminal provision of this title, 
the prosecuting authority has discretion as to which 
crime or crimes the person is charged as long as the 
charges are consistent with any limitations in the state 
and federal Constitutions.
 (5) In addition to the penalties set forth in subsection 
(4) of this section, if a person is convicted of violating 
this section, the court shall require payment of a crimi-
nal wildlife penalty assessment in the amount of two 
thousand dollars that must be paid to the clerk of the 
court and distributed each month to the state treasurer 
for deposit in the fish and wildlife enforcement reward 
account created in RCW 77.15.425.
 (6) If two or more people are convicted under subsec-
tion (1) of this section, the criminal wildlife penalty 
assessment under this section must be imposed 
against each person jointly and severally.
 (7) The criminal wildlife penalty assessment provid-
ed in this section must be doubled if the person is 
convicted of unlawful trafficking in species threatened 
with extinction in the first degree.
 (8) By January 1, 2017, and thereafter annually, the 
director shall provide a comprehensive report outlin-
ing current and future enforcement activities and 
strategies related to this act, including recommenda-
tions regarding any necessary changes, to the relevant 
policy and fiscal committees of the senate and house 
of representatives.
 (9) The commission may adopt rules necessary for 
the implementation and enforcement of this act.

 Sec. 4. RCW 77.15.085 and 2000 c 107 s 232 are each 
amended to read as follows:
 Fish and wildlife officers and ex officio fish and 
wildlife officers may seize without a warrant wildlife, 
fish, ((and)) shellfish, and covered animal species parts 
and products they have probable cause to believe have 
been taken, transported, or possessed in violation of 
this title or rule of the commission or director.

 Sec. 5. RCW 77.15.100 and 2014 c 48 s 4 are each 
amended to read as follows:
 (1) Fish, shellfish, and wildlife are property of the 
state under RCW 77.04.012. Fish and wildlife officers 
may sell seized, commercially taken or possessed fish 
and shellfish to a wholesale buyer and deposit the 
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proceeds into the fish and wildlife enforcement reward 
account under RCW 77.15.425. Seized, recreationally 
taken or possessed fish, shellfish, and wildlife may 
be donated to nonprofit charitable organizations. The 
charitable organization must qualify for tax-exempt 
status under 26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(3) of the federal 
internal revenue code.
 (2) Fish and wildlife officers may dispose of any 
covered animal species part or product seized through 
the enforcement of section 3 of this act through a dona-
tion to a bona fide educational or scientific institution, 
solely for the purposes of raising awareness of the traf-
ficking and threatened nature of endangered animals, 
as allowed under state, federal, and international law.
 (3) Unless otherwise provided in this title, fish, shell-
fish, ((or)) wildlife, or any covered animal species part 
or product taken or possessed in violation of this title 
or department rule shall be forfeited to the state upon 
conviction or any outcome in criminal court whereby a 
person voluntarily enters into a disposition that contin-
ues or defers the case for dismissal upon the success-
ful completion of specific terms or conditions. For 
criminal cases resulting in other types of dispositions, 
the fish, shellfish, ((or)) wildlife, or covered animal 
species part or product may be returned, or its equiv-
alent value paid, if the fish, shellfish, ((or)) wildlife, or 
covered animal species part or product have already 
been donated or sold.

 Sec. 6. RCW 77.15.425 and 2014 c 48 s 17 are each 
amended to read as follows:
 The fish and wildlife enforcement reward account is 
created in the custody of the state treasurer. Deposits 
to the account include: Receipts from fish and shell-
fish overages as a result of a department enforcement 
action; fees for hunter education deferral applica-
tions; fees for master hunter applications and master 
hunter certification renewals; all receipts from criminal 
wildlife penalty assessments under ((RCW 77.15.370, 
77.15.400, and 77.15.420)) this chapter; all receipts of 
court-ordered restitution or donations associated with 
any fish, shellfish, or wildlife enforcement action; and 
proceeds from forfeitures and evidence pursuant to 
RCW 77.15.070 and 77.15.100. The department may 
accept money or personal property from persons under 
conditions requiring the property or money to be used 
consistent with the intent of expenditures from the fish 
and wildlife enforcement reward account. Expendi-
tures from the account may be used only for investiga-
tion and prosecution of fish and wildlife offenses, to 
provide rewards to persons informing the department 

update your 
address

about violations of this title and rules adopted under 
this title, to offset department-approved costs incurred 
to administer the hunter education deferral program 
and the master hunter permit program, and for other 
valid enforcement uses as determined by the commis-
sion. Only the director or the director’s designee may 
authorize expenditures from the account. The account 
is subject to allotment procedures under chapter 
43.88 RCW, but an appropriation is not required for 
expenditures.

--- END ---
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Your county can help you...

• get a replacement ballot
• use an accessible voting unit
• register to vote
• update your address

Adams County
210 W Broadway, Ste 200 
Ritzville, WA 99169-1897 
(509) 659-3249 
heidih@co.adams.wa.us

Asotin County
PO Box 129 
Asotin, WA 99402-0129 
(509) 243-2084 
dmckay@co.asotin.wa.us

Benton County
PO Box 470 
Prosser, WA 99350-0470 
(509) 736-3085 
elections@co.benton.wa.us

Chelan County
PO Box 4760 
Wenatchee, WA 98807-0400 
(509) 667-6808 
elections.ballots@co.chelan.wa.us

Clallam County
223 E 4th St, Ste 1 
Port Angeles, WA 98362-3026 
(360) 417-2221 
auditor@co.clallam.wa.us

Clark County
PO Box 8815 
Vancouver, WA 98666-8815 
(360) 397-2345 
elections@clark.wa.gov

Columbia County
341 E Main St, Ste 3 
Dayton, WA 99328-1361 
(509) 382-4541 
sharon_richter@co.columbia.wa.us

Cowlitz County
207 4th Ave N, Rm 107 
Kelso, WA 98626-4124 
(360) 577-3005 
elections@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Douglas County
PO Box 456 
Waterville, WA 98858-0456 
(509) 745-8527 ext 6407 
elections@co.douglas.wa.us

Ferry County
350 E Delaware Ave, Ste 2 
Republic, WA 99166-9747 
(509) 775-5200 
elections@co.ferry.wa.us

Franklin County
PO Box 1451 
Pasco, WA 99301-1451 
(509) 545-3538 
elections@co.franklin.wa.us

Garfield County
PO Box 278 
Pomeroy, WA 99347-0278 
(509) 843-1411 
ddeal@co.garfield.wa.us

Grant County
PO Box 37 
Ephrata, WA 98823-0037 
(509) 754-2011 ext 2793 
elections@co.grant.wa.us

Grays Harbor County
100 W Broadway, Ste 2 
Montesano, WA 98563-3614 
(360) 964-1556 
kpauley@co.grays-harbor.wa.us

Island County
PO Box 1410 
Coupeville, WA 98239-1410 
(360) 679-7366 
elections@co.island.wa.us

Jefferson County
PO Box 563 
Port Townsend, WA 98368-0563 
(360) 385-9119 
elections@co.jefferson.wa.us

King County
919 SW Grady Way 
Renton, WA 98057-2906 
(206) 296-8683 
elections@kingcounty.gov

Kitsap County
614 Division St, MS 31 
Port Orchard, WA 98366-4678 
(360) 337-7128 
auditor@co.kitsap.wa.us

Kittitas County
205 W 5th Ave, Ste 105 
Ellensburg, WA 98926-2891 
(509) 962-7503 
elections@co.kittitas.wa.us

Klickitat County
205 S Columbus, MS2 
Goldendale, WA 98620-9280 
(509) 773-4001 
voting@klickitatcounty.org

Lewis County
PO Box 29 
Chehalis, WA 98532-0029 
(360) 740-1278 
elections@lewiscountywa.gov

Lincoln County
PO Box 28 
Davenport, WA 99122-0028 
(509) 725-4971 
sjohnston@co.lincoln.wa.us

Mason County
PO Box 400 
Shelton, WA 98584-0400 
(360) 427-9670 ext 470 
elections@co.mason.wa.us

Okanogan County
PO Box 1010 
Okanogan, WA 98840-1010 
(509) 422-7240 
elections@co.okanogan.wa.us

Pacific County
PO Box 97 
South Bend, WA 98586-0097 
(360) 875-9317 
jkidd@co.pacific.wa.us

Pend Oreille County
PO Box 5015 
Newport, WA 99156-5015 
(509) 447-6472 
elections@pendoreille.org

Pierce County 
2501 S 35th St, Ste C 
Tacoma, WA 98409-7484 
(253) 798-VOTE (8683) 
pcelections@co.pierce.wa.us

San Juan County
PO Box 638 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250-0638 
(360) 378-3357 
elections@sanjuanco.com

Skagit County
PO Box 1306 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-1306 
(360) 336-9305 
scelections@co.skagit.wa.us

Skamania County
PO Box 790 
Stevenson, WA 98648-0790 
(509) 427-3730 
elections@co.skamania.wa.us

Snohomish County
3000 Rockefeller Ave, MS 505 
Everett, WA 98201-4060 
(425) 388-3444 
elections@snoco.org

Spokane County
1033 W Gardner Ave 
Spokane, WA 99260-0020 
(509) 477-2320 
elections@spokanecounty.org

Stevens County
215 S Oak St, Rm 106 
Colville, WA 99114-2836 
(509) 684-7514 
elections@co.stevens.wa.us

Thurston County
2000 Lakeridge Dr SW 
Olympia, WA 98502-6090 
(360) 786-5408 
elections@co.thurston.wa.us

Wahkiakum County
PO Box 543 
Cathlamet, WA 98612-0543 
(360) 795-3219 
tischerd@co.wahkiakum.wa.us

Walla Walla County
PO Box 2176 
Walla Walla, WA 99362-0176 
(509) 524-2530 
elections@co.walla-walla.wa.us

Whatcom County
PO Box 369 
Bellingham, WA 98227-0369 
(360) 778-5102 
elections@co.whatcom.wa.us

Whitman County
PO Box 191 
Colfax, WA 99111 
(509) 397-5284 
elections@co.whitman.wa.us

Yakima County
PO Box 12570 
Yakima, WA 98909-2570 
(509) 574-1340 
iVote@co.yakima.wa.us

Contact Your County Elections Department
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